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When considering writing an article about 
being Islamophobic, it occurred to me that it 
might be good to see if there was a word such 
as  Christianophobic.  Turns out there is. 

Continued on page 2 
. 

 
“Now may the Lord of peace himself give 
you peace at all times and in every way. The 
Lord be with all of you.” (2 Thes. 3:16 NIV) 
There are times when we find ourselves in 
emotional and spiritual turmoil. Things 
happen that are beyond our control. To be 
honest, we are not in control of much anyway. 
Our lives are shattered, to one degree or 
another. So how do we find our equilibrium 
again? We need a way to find peace and 
balance within ourselves before we can share 
it with others. 

Continued on page 4 
 

    Look, Listen, Learn, Love 

Americans staked claim to the unalienable 
rights to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness. 
While we have been told “Everything is 
permissible” – but not everything is 
beneficial.” [1 Corinthians 10:23], the world 
around us offers untold forms of happiness 
which many people claim to “love so much 
that they pursue until they drop”. However; we 
still find ourselves “Looking for Love” and 
“Singing the Blues”. A reliable source tells us 
“Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think 
about such things.” Philippians 4:8 

Continued on page 5 
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Continued from page 1 

CHRISTIANOPHOBIC 

“Christianophobic means the fear, hatred, 
discrimination, or prejudice directed against 
Christians or the Christian religion. It 
describes hostile acts, negative attitudes, and 
violence targeting Christian people, their 
beliefs, or their places of worship.” 
“Islamophobia is the irrational fear, hatred, or 
prejudice directed against the religion of Islam 
or Muslims in general. It involves hostile 
attitudes, cultural stereotyping, and 
discrimination that treat Muslims as a threat, 
often impacting people who are visibly 
identifiable as Muslim or perceived to be 
Muslim.” 
The two definitions  (from Google AI) are very 
similar except Christianophobic includes 
negative attitudes, and violence targeting 
Christian people, their beliefs, or their places 
of worship while Islamophobic includes 
irrational, hostile attitudes, cultural 
stereotyping, and discrimination that treat 
Muslims as a threat, often impacting people 
who are visibly identifiable as Muslim or 
perceived to be Muslim.” 
It is common today to threaten to call people 
“Islamophobic” and for Christians to avoid the 
topic.  I would like to point out that the fourth 
word in the description above under 
islamophobia is “irrational”.  If you have 
rational fear, would it be a different 
discussion? 
Consider the following: 
1. Iran is Islamic and has spent the last 47 

years trying to build a nuclear bomb to 
kill us. (Is it irrational to fear them?) 

2. The Quran includes 57 verses including 
calls to fight, including “O Prophet, fight 
the unbelievers and the hypocrites, 
and be severe with them.” (66 
Prohibition 9) (As we nonbelievers are 
hypocrites to them, would it be irrational 

to fear them when their “Bible” says 57 
times to fight us?) 

3. Global tracking organizations report that 
approximately 4,500 to 5,000 
Christians were killed worldwide for 
their faith in 2025, primarily by extremist 
and Islamist militant groups in sub-
Saharan Africa, Nigeria, and parts of the 
Middle East. (Is it irrational to fear 
them?) 

 At a Glance: The 2026 World Watch List 
paints a grim picture for believers 
worldwide. Christian persecution 
statistics show the crisis is growing, not 
shrinking, and the numbers back it up. 
An estimated 388 million Christians now 
face high levels of persecution and 
discrimination for their faith, up 8 million 
from the previous year. Sub-Saharan 
Africa remains the deadliest region, and 
15 countries now register "extreme" 
persecution levels. 

• 4,849 Christians were killed for their faith 
during the 2026 reporting period 

• 388 million believers face high levels of 
persecution globally 

• 224,129 Christians were internally 
displaced or became refugees 

• 67,843 Christians were physically or 
mentally abused for faith-related 
reasons 

• 15 countries now rank at "extreme" 
persecution levels for Christians, up 
from 13 

 The vast majority of these persecutions 
and discriminations come from Muslims, 
in Muslim dominated countries. (Is it 
irrational to fear them?) 

4. Countries Where It Is Illegal to Own or 
Import Bibles 

 In some nations, simply owning or 
importing a Bible is illegal, and penalties 
can be severe. 
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CHRISTIANOPHOBIC 

 
• North Korea: Possession is considered 

treason. 
• Saudi Arabia: Public worship is 

forbidden, and importing Bibles can 
lead to arrest. 

• Maldives: Importing Bibles is illegal; 
non-Muslim religious materials are 
banned. 

• Turkmenistan & Uzbekistan: 
Distribution of religious texts is heavily 
restricted and monitored. 

• Iran: Distribution outside the Armenian 
or Assyrian communities is 
criminalized. 

A List of Countries Where Christianity is 
Illegal or Suppressed 

Afghanistan: leaving Islam to follow 
Jesus can result in severe punishments, 
including death, due to the country’s 
Islamic laws. This extreme persecution 
comes not just from the Taliban-led 
central government but also from local 
communities and even family members. 

North Korea: Being found practicing 
Christianity or possessing a Bible can 
lead to imprisonment in labor camps, 
families often punished as well. 

Somalia: deciding to leave Islam can be 
lethal, often facing execution or mob 
violence.  

Libya: Since the fall of political leader 
Gaddafi, Libya has lacked a stable 
central government, leading to a rise in 
Islamic extremism. Christians, 
particularly those from immigrant 
communities, face violence and 
abduction.  

Yemen: those who leave Islam face the threat 
of death.  

Nigeria: remains a flashpoint of Christian 
persecution, under Sharia law, violent 
clashes and extreme persecution of 
Christians occur frequently.  

Pakistan: blasphemy laws are used to target 
Christians on false accusations that lead 
to mob violence and can result in death 
sentences. 

Iran: leaving Islam to follow Jesus is 
considered apostasy and can lead to 
severe punishment, including death.  

(With a look at the Christian persecution 
which happens in Muslim majority 
countries, is it irrational to be concerned 
about an expanding Muslim percentage 
in the USA?) 

5. SHARIA LAW 
Sharia law is hard to define, and 
apparently changes from location to 
location, except the following:  

 Hudud Crimes and Prescribed 
Penalties 

 The punishments for Hudud crimes are 
fixed and cannot be modified if all legal 
elements and evidentiary standards are 
satisfied. For instance: 

• Theft: Amputation of the right hand, 
provided the stolen property meets the 
minimum value and other legal 
conditions. 

• Adultery: Stoning to death for married 
offenders and 100 lashes for 
unmarried offenders. 

• Consumption of Alcohol: Between 40 
and 80 lashes, depending on judicial 
interpretation. 

• Highway Robbery (Hirabah): Ranges 
from crucifixion to amputation or exile, 
depending on the nature of the crime. 
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CHRISTIANOPHOBIC  

 (Is it irrational to be concerned about an 
expanding Muslim percentage in the 
USA when Sharia Law is likely a hidden 
agenda for some of the early arrivers?) 

6. HONOR KILLINGS 
 An "honor killing" is the murder of a 

family member—usually of a female—by 
relatives who believe the victim has 
brought shame or dishonor upon the 
family. Reasons include refusing 
arranged marriages, being in 
unapproved relationships, or being 
victims of sexual assault.  

 The UN Population Fund estimates that 
roughly 5,000 women are killed globally 
each year in honor-related crimes.  

 Note: Islamic law (Sharia) and 
mainstream Islamic scholars strictly 
forbid vigilantism and unlawful killing, 
categorizing honor killings as unlawful 
homicide in spite of its occurrence 5000 
times each year. 

 (Is it irrational to be concerned about an 
expanding Muslim percentage in the 
USA when Honor Killings is likely a 
hidden agenda for some of the early 
arrivers?) 

CONCLUSION 
For anything like this within Christianity, you 
have to go back to the Crusades in 1095 and 
1291, during the Middle Ages. Though 
supported by the official “church” at the time, 
there was certainly no support for these brutal 
attempts at conversion to Christianity in the 
Bible (they crusaders didn’t even have access 
to Bibles), and it would be a hard case to 
make that these brutal conquests were 
religiously motivated, rather than politically. 
While this would indicate that there  is no 
rational or irrational fear of Christianity as a 

violent threat, the main fear would be 
Christianity’s proselyting the members of 
other religions. 
At the same time, we might well have a 
rational concern, fear, or negative attitude 
about Islam.   
………………………………………………… 

Continued from page 1 
NARROW YOUR 

FOCUS:  Stay in 
the present 

moment. There is 
nothing here and now that is threatening. We 
can find peace in the present moment. It is 
yesterday and tomorrow that hold the power 
to rob us of peace. Make the present moment 
home base and discipline your mind to return 
often. Say to yourself, “Stay in the present 
moment.”  
POUR IT OUT: God is big enough to hear 
every bit of your anger, concern, 
disappointment, fear and doubt. He can 
handle it. He is waiting to help. Just tell him all 
about it. Ask God for what you need now.  
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit”. (Rom. 15:13 NIV) 
WE CAN LISTEN: If you need more help, 
please seek out a trusted friend or counselor. 
Your brothers and sisters are here to help. 
We don’t have all the answers, but we love 
you! “Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, since as members of one body you 
were called to peace. And be thankful.” (Col. 
5:15 NIV) 
“And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 4:7 NIV) 
 

Elizabeth Brown Texarkana, TX 
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    Look, Listen, Learn, Love 

Americans staked claim to the unalienable 
rights to Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of 
Happiness. 
While we have been told “Everything is 
permissible” – but not everything is 
beneficial.” [1 Corinthians 10:23], the world 
around us offers untold forms of “happiness” 
which many people claim to “love so much 
that they pursue until they drop”. However; we 
still find ourselves “Looking for Love” and 
“Singing the Blues”. A reliable source tells us 
“Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever 
is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think 
about such things.” Philippians 4:8    
We are also cautioned to consider “To the 
pure, all things are pure, but to those who are 
corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. 
In fact, both their minds and consciences are 
corrupted. They claim to know God, but by 
their actions they deny Him. They are 
detestable, disobedient and unfit for doing 
anything good”. Titus 1:15 Therefore the 
Apostle Paul warned; “See to it that no one 
takes you captive through hollow and 
deceptive philosophy which depends on 
human tradition and basis principles of the 
world rather than Christ.” Colossians 2:8 
The most undesirable tradition and deceptive 
philosophy which captivates people today is 
“We do it this way because that is the way it 
has always been done”. Such philosophy and 
doctrine often found in churches “slams the 
door” to those who do not know God, as well 
as those curious and concerned seekers of 
the Lord, regardless of the “church” they may 
visit.  
Every soul must have freedom, be strong and 
courageous and willing to change when 

he/she seeks the Lord; because each one is 
a unique creation by God – “God’s 
workmanship, created in Christ to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us 
to do”. Ephesians 2:10 
People have been trapped by tradition for so 
long that Biblical TRUTH of a joy-filled, 
abundant life is too often obscured. This is 
why people have become vulnerable to the 
lies of Satan’s helpers, who are now and have 
for many years been teaching our children 
new, different and “progressive” THEORIES 
to lure them to perdition. 
Everyone should choose their teachers 
wisely, being careful to follow Jesus first. 
Actions speak louder than words. The Holy 
Bible is the most Authoritative “Manufacturers 
Owner Manual” and textbook containing 
“Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth that 
is available to help a person to “Look, Listen, 
Learn, and Love. 

Larry Grubbs, Harrison Ohio 
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.Impossible for Evolution:  

#159 LADYBUGS 
Ladybugs are a widespread family of 
small beetles. They are oval beetles with a 
domed back and flat underside.  
Most species are carnivorous predators, 
preying on insects such as aphids and scale 
insects. They are promiscuous breeders, 
reproducing in spring and summer in 
temperate regions and during the wet 
season in tropical regions. Many predatory 
species lay their eggs near colonies of prey, 
providing their larvae with a food source.  
Many of them have conspicuous  warning 
colors and patterns, such as red with black 
spots, that warn potential predators that they 
taste bad. 
When a bird or some other animal tries to 
attack, the ladybug bleeds poisonous blood 
from their leg joints.  The attacker tastes the 
bitter blood and spits the ladybug out. 
Ladybug blood, called hemolymph, is 
poisonous to small predators like birds and 
lizards because it contains toxic chemicals 
called alkaloids. However, it is not poisonous 
or dangerous to humans, though touching it 
can cause a bad smell, minor skin stains, or 
mild allergic reactions in sensitive people. 
Ladybugs are protected from most predators, 
but not from some tiny wasps called 
dinocampus cocinellae, about the size of an 
ice cream sprinkle.  When the female wasp is 
ready to lay an egg, she alights near a 
ladybug and swiftly inserts her stinger into the 
underside injecting an egg into her victim 
along with a blend of chemicals.  
When the egg hatches, the larva feeds on the 
fluids that fill the host’s body cavity.  Although 
the insides of the ladybug is being devoured, 
the outside seems unchanged.  When the 

larva is ready to leave its host and develop 
into an adult, it squirms out through a chink in 
the ladybug’s exoskeleton.   
The larvae spins a cocoon between the 
ladybug’s legs, so the ladybug is enslaved 
standing over the larvae protecting it.  Some 
ladybugs actually survive this eerie ordeal. 
Some of the items of this process which are 
impossible: 
1. A ladybug developing blood which is 
poisonous to others but not them. 
2. A ladybug figuring how to bleed the blood 
out of joints when needed. 
3. A wasp that knows to inserts her stinger 
into the belly of a lady bug to insert an egg 
plus a blend of chemicals. 
4. A larvae which comes out of the ladybug 
and knows to spin a cocoon between the 
ladybug to immobilize it for its protection. 
The interaction between the ladybug and tiny 
wasp are so complex (including DNA 
programming) that they could not happen by 
accident.  They are surely the work of an 
intelligent designer.  That intelligent designer 
is God. 

Benton F. Baugh 
Information from Mindsuckers and Wikipedia  
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SERVING THE GREATER HOUSTON AREA   



 

Pa
ge

8 

COC WORSHIP SERVICES 

I recently received a PowerPoint of a sermon 
lesson plan which included the following 
interesting statistics: 

 In 1937, approximately 73% of Americans 
were members of a church; this remained 
around 70% until 2000 but has since fallen 
to 47% as of 2020.  
Currently, roughly 21% of Americans 
report attending services every week, while 
56% say they seldom or never attend. 
Nearly 1,300 Churches of Christ in the 
United States have closed, merged, or left 
the fellowship over the last decade. 
Recent data indicates that since 2015, 
approximately nine Church of Christ 
congregations have closed their doors 
every month. 
The decline has left many remaining 
Church of Christ congregations quite small. 
Approximately 54% to 55% of all Churches 
of Christ now average just 34 people in 
Sunday attendance.  

In some of our studies on helping 
congregations grow, we had a meeting at the 
Harding Graduate School in Memphis.  We 
were told that the whole basement floor was 
dedicated to church growth books.  They 
apparently don’t work. 
Another statistic not listed above is that our 
congregations are graying or average 
members are getting older and older. 
This means that our congregations have few 
members, older members and are in decline.  
Additionally, although they may want to 
change the situation, they do not know how to 
do it.   
Additionally with the men available, the task 
of putting on services and classes is a 
formidable task.  Frequently all their available 
time is consumed in these required tasks.  
They have little to no time for evangelism. 

When they need to replace their minister, they 
cannot afford a dynamic younger one.  They 
typically hire an older retired type, which 
matches their present audience well.  
Within the OC Church Growth Institute, we 
have wrestled with this problem for a long 
time.   
The assistance for smaller congregations we 
are providing is an online service which has 
the following characteristics: 

Sermons by conservative world class 
preachers 
Songs which have been used at least 20 
years 
No indication that these are not “your” 
worship services 

Oklahoma Christian University has made a 
major investment to provide this service free 
to any Church of Christ congregation.  The 
result is called COC Worship Services.  They 
can be accessed at: 
https://www.ebiblestudy.org/resources. 
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There are presently 130 AM services, 32 
sermons only, 61 PM services, and 4 songs 
posted.  The services are tailored to remove 
the local content from the congregation being 
recorded so your service will feel like yours. 
WORK IN PROCESS: 
We are continuing to collect worship services, 
songs, prayers, and communions from 
several conservative Churches of Christ and 
the OC Great Songs Chapel. 
Bible classes: We are beginning to collect 
Bible class videos for posting.  The first will be 
a study with Dr. Nathan Mellor of the 
Memorial Road congregation in Edmond, 
Oklahoma.  This will be posted soon. 
Songs: The Great Songs Chapel at OC is 
being recorded for use in COC Worship 
Services, and to be posted individually. 
Children’s Programs:  
 Mary Ellen Stolte is working on a children's 
curriculum for the website.  
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE  
We are dispatching interns with a TV, stand, 
small computer (mounted on the back), and a 
thumb drive holding our 
services and Bible classes. 
They would go to a small 
congregation to set it up and 
train local members to run it. 
After a few months our intern 
would go back with an updated 
thumb drive and switch it out. 
(Could be done by mail). We 
have an endowment for 100 of 
these setups to get the 
program started and can 
distribute them on the basis 
that the congregation agrees to 
use COC WORSHIP SERVICES for at least three 
months.   
With this setup a small congregation can 
simply start the program with a remote control, 

pause during communion, if needed, pause 
after the invitation song  and restart for the 
closing song and closing prayer.    

The pauses during communion are because 
the presenter in the video be using 
prepackaged communion, which is relatively 
fast.  If your congregation is distributing trays, 
you will simply pause the video. 

The  pause after the invitation song is for you to 
handle your responses, make local 
announcements, and take up your collection.  

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

Whereas the thrust of this program is to help 
our smaller congregations, there are things 
smaller and larger congregations can do to 
help. 

HELP US IDENTIFY CONGREGATIONS  One 
problem is that many of our congregations who 
might benefit from this program simply never 
hear of it.  If you know of a congregation who  
could use this program, let us know. 

PROVIDE RECORDED WORSHIP SERVICES: 
Our song services need to show the song 

leader and music on the screen, and 
our communion need to use the 
prepackaged cups.  However, just 
because one portion of your service 
does not match our format does not 
mean that we cannot use other parts 
which do. 

PROVIDE RECORDED BIBLE 
CLASSES:  They need to be good 
quality lecture classes with 13 
lessons. 

Sponsor more TV/computer/stand 
setups ($1000 ea.) 

Contact us at bbaugh@occg.institute to 
participate. 
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A “must read” for all who will face questions about 
evolution, atheism, age of the earth and God.  
Today that is all of us from teen to senior.  This 
book is intended to fill in the gaps and answer 
many of the questions which have been too long 
ignored but are causing doubts in many of our 
members. Probably more important, not having 
answers has caused some of our kids to not obey 
the Gospel in the first place. 

This book features: 
Definitions of relevant terms 

More than 100 examples of God’s intelligent 
designs. 

What atheists are going to tell your kids. 
Examples of what can be your answers. 

 
Can be purchased on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, 

etc. for $25.00 
Or 

Downloaded for free from occg.institute/books/ 
by signing up for our newsletter. 

 
A lifetime collection of topical information 
regarding the scriptures on more than 100 
subjects.   
This book features: 
IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION  
Information demonstrating that the systems 
around us are not possible under atheistic 
evolution. 
ARRAY OF GODS Discussions on the various 
gods put forth by different religions. 
CHRISTIAN ARRAY Topical discussions on the 
general topic of Christianity.  Includes discussions 
on hermeneutics, the plan of salvation, 
denominationalism, histories, deity, the end, etc. 
INNOVATION ARRAY Discussions on various 
“Christian” groups, giving their approaches to 
following the scriptures. 
Books 1 and 2 can be purchased at 
occg.institute/books for $25.00 each, or 
The entire CHRISTIAN ARRAY BOOK or any 
specific lesson can be downloaded at no cost at 
occg.institute, topical lessons tab. 
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If you’ve ever looked at the book of 
Revelation and felt instantly 
overwhelmed, you’re not alone. 
It can feel like trying to play chess when 
you don’t know the rules—confusing, 
intimidating, and full of pressure. 
But “Unraveling Revelation” by Deron 
Smith is here to change that. 
This book gently walks you through the 
mystery, clearing up the chaos without 
losing the meaning.  The book is 
available on Amazon. 
 
 
………………………………………….  
 
An excellent book to read by Don England.   
Don is an Emeritus Professor of Chemistry at 
Harding University where he has taught for 45 
years. 
My recommendation for GOD ARE YOU 
REALLY THERE? is that I bought a copy for 

each of my children and grandchildren. Don 
eloquently answers a lot of the questions 
about God which they will have from time to 
time.  Yours children and grandchildren will 
also have questions.  As a further 
recommendation, I now have also bought 
Christmas books for my siblings, nieces, 
and nephews. It is well received by all. My 
sister is now using it to teach a ladies 
class.  Available on Amazon  
. 
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THE ARK AND THE DARKNESS 
A friend loaned this DVD to me.  After 
watching it twice, I bought my own copy 
to loan to my kids and grandkids. 
  
Several speakers give fresh insights 
into the nature of the Ark and the flood 
which you will find intriguing.  In 
addition to an excellent presentation, it 
provides many facts and figures which 
will be interesting to you.  This should 
be shown in every high school class, 
and adult classes as well. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An excellent 
book to read.  
Available on 
Amazon. 
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RENEW YOUR FREE “SUBSCRIPTION”!!!! 
Your free subscription can be renewed at www.occg.institute on the  mailing list tab.  

When you “opt-in” to this email list you will receive the e-book IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
EVOLUTION. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of 
Christ.  It is published by the OCCG Institute with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  and 

is  solely responsible for the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or 
comments should be e-mailed to info@occg.institute. 

Circulation: 4000 congregations and individual members, Advertisements (no charge): Send 
to info@occg.institute 

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome 

to use any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is 
required. 

Past copies can be found at occg.institute under the E-Magazine tab 

SIEZE THE DAY! 

I can keep a secret. 
It’s the people I tell 
that can’t. 

Barry & Ace 


