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This article is from a podcast by Tim Mackie
titted “Exploring My Strange Bible”. It can be
found at: https://bibleproject.com/podcasts/
surprising-actual-story-genesis-1-2/ He has
a Ph.D. in Hebrew from the University of
Wisconsin. His words are in quotation marks
and are italicized.

In this podcast he explains:

1. The OIld Testament account of
creation is a compilation of the
various creation stories which existed
before the Old Testament.

2. The Bible is an ancient text which is
hard to understand.

3. He further undermines the credibility
of the Bible by giving illustrations of
where he suggests the Bible is wrong.

4. There are conflicting Biblical creation
stories?

THE BIBLE CREATION STORY IS A
COLLECTION OF STORIES FROM
PRE-EXISING CULTURES

“‘Instead of creating their accounts ex nihilo,

its Latin for out of nothing, a good pun in the
book on creation, anyway, the composers of

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY

AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH

"EXPLORING MY STRANGE BIBLE!”

IN THIS ISSUE:

Exploring My Strange Bible
Converse to Convert — Grubbs
God Created - Brown
Impossible for Evolution

COC Worship Services
Advertisements

© 0 N O O -~

February 2026

scripture developed their _traditions in
dialogue with some of the great religious
traditions of the surrounding cultures
particularly those that originate from
Mesopotamia and Egypt, as well as those of
the more immediate Canaanite neighbors.”

The first graphic illustrates what he is saying.
Creation stories from preceding -cultures
were compiled into Genesis. Each of the
cultures more or less made up their creation
story independently and the Jewish people
learned from them.

The teaching is that as there were other
creations stories written before Genesis was
written, the Old Testament must have been
copied from them. It has a certain logic, but
it is not the only explanation.

OTHER CREATION
STORIES WRITTEN

() GENESIS WRITTEN
(1491-1451 BC)

A MORE REASONABLE APPROACH

The second graphic shows my
understanding of the situation with creation
happening at the top and people spreading
out. As they disseminated, their memory of
the original creation story would have
evolved and varied.

After the flood, there was again only one
starting family and only one creation story,
the original one. Again, people begin to
spread out, and the creation story evolved
and varied again.

After Abraham, a major split was seen.
From Abraham’s son Isaac came the Jews

Pagel



a 0 CCHURCH
GROWTH
INSTITUTE

and from Abraham’s son Ishmael came the
Arabs. Again, these people begin to spread
out, and the creation stories evolved and
varied again.

When Jesus came and died on the cross,
Christianity began and Christians begin to
spread out, and the creation story evolved
and varied again. As the creation stories at
this time were constrained by what the Bible
actually says, there would be less additional
variation in that group.

CREATION

FLOOD
OTHER CREATION
STORIES WRITTEN

ABRAHAM
(2100-1900 BC)

GENESIS WRITTEN

(1491-1451 BC)
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The point to this is not that various creation
stories came together to make the Biblical
creation story, but rather that the Biblical
creation story evolved to become varied
creation stories, even before Genesis was
written. Tim Mackie has it backwards. We
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are all descendants of Abraham and
recipients of the Biblical story of creation.

It does not matter that some of the evolved
creation stories were written down before the
Biblical creation story. That is just the way
things happen sometimes.

THE BIBLE IS AN ANCIENT TEXT

‘Instead of creating their accounts ex nihilo,
its Latin for out of nothing, a good pun in the
book on creation, anyway, the composers of
scripture developed their ftraditions in
dialogue with some of the great religious
tfraditions of the surrounding cultures
particularly those that originate from
Mesopotamia and Egypt, as well as those of
the more immediate Canaanite neighbors.”

“Those early chapters of Genesis are a
Hebrew Israelite  author talking and
addressing to their Babylonian, Egyptian,
Canaanite neighbors.”

“They speak in terms of an ancient Near
Eastern perception of the world and should
be interpreted within that setting.”

‘Reading the Bible is a cross-cultural
experience which means that you need to
put aside our ways of thinking about the
world and step into another culture’s ways of
seeing things.”

“It is full of idioms like ‘It is raining cats and
dogs’ so we need to put aside our way of
thinking and learn enough to think like the
ancient people thought.”

That should make it intimidating to read the
Bible.

This subject is one of my pet peeves. | have
had numerous Bible class teachers who
knew some Greek or Hebrew and would
imply that we could not understand the Bible
unless we knew the Greek or Hebrew that
they did. They were prepared to give us the
word. In my understanding that made them
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the clergy and us the laity or ordinary
people.

Therefore, if they understood Greek and not
Hebrew, they should then only teach the
New Testament classes and not the Old
Testament classes. If they understood
Hebrew and not Greek, they should then
only teach the Old Testament classes and
not the New Testament classes. A small
congregation with no scholars would be in
trouble as to what to believe.

What we need to do is get a bunch of
scholars together and translate the Bible
from ancient Hebrew and Greek laguage so
we can just read it today in contemporary
English. They can understand the idioms of
the ancient world and translate them into
today’s English idioms.

Waitl That is a translation and has been
done hundreds of times. All you need to do
is find a reliable translation and even us laity
or ordinary people can read it. We don’t
have to be ancient Hebrew or Greek
scholars. We just need to be able to read
good contemporary English translation.

| personally use the New American Standard
Version as a good compromise between
readability and faithfully translating the Bible.
On difficult questions | have several other
translations to study as well as Nestle’s
Interlinear Greek-English New Testament
and The NIV Hebrew-English Old Testament
for more in-depth questions.

| am fully confident that | can pick up a
contemporary translation of the Bible and get
God’s message from it.

That is not to say that your understanding of
the Bible will not be enriched learning more
about their culture and languages.
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SCIENTIFIC STATEMENTS

He further undermines the credibility of the
Bible by giving illustrations of where he
thinks the Bible is wrong.

PILLARS OF THE EARTH

1 Samuel 2:8 "He raises the poor from the
dust, He lifts the needy from the ash heap to
make them sit with nobles, and inherit a seat
of honor; For the pillars of the earth are
the Lord's, And He set the world on
them.”

He says ‘the pillars of the earth, the Lord set
it on pillars”

Job 26:11 "The pillars of heaven tremble and
are amazed at His rebuke.”

Psalms 75:3 "The earth and all who dwell in
it melt; It is | who have firmly set its pillars.”

Job 9:6 Who shakes the earth out of its
place, And its pillars tremble;”

The term “pillars of the earth” brings to mind
that the Earth is flat and is supported by
columns on something else which is likely
flat also. What is the Earth actually
supported on? It is suspended in a balance
between the gravity pull of the Sun and
centrifugal force. Imagine trying to explain
that in 1491 BC when neither the concept of
gravity or centrifugal force were even known.
| would suggest that gravity and centrifugal
force are the “pillars of the earth” and the
Bible is correct. They used the languages
and concepts available to them to tell the
stories.

HE REFERS TO THE EDGES OF THE
EARTH

| cannot find the term “edges of the earth” in
the Bible. | study from the New American
Standard Version on Logos Bible Software
and Google Al searches. With hundreds of
Bible versions available, | cannot assure you
that it is not in one of them. It would not be
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unreasonable to consider continental
shorelines to be edges of the Earth.

What the Bible does say is:

Isaiah 11:12 “And He will lift up a standard
for the nations and assemble the banished
ones of Israel, and will gather the dispersed
of Judah from the four corners of the
earth.” A reasonable metaphor for the most
distant places.

Acts 1:8 “but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to
the remotest part of the earth.” Again, a
reasonable metaphor for the most distant
places.

MOUNTAINS HOLD UP THE SKY

“‘Well it says on the book of Psalms, it’s the
mountains that hold up the sky.”

As near as | can find, Psalms nor any other
part of the Bible actually says that.

For our discussion, we are going to presume
it says something like that and see if it is
true.

Google Al says an average cumulus cloud
weighs about 1.1 million pounds (500,000
kg or 500 tons), equivalent to about 100
elephants. So why does it stay up in the air?
Turns out that you can imagine our air being
like a bathtub with the cloud floating in it
because the cloud is lighter than air. The
atmospheric air would be the equivalent of
the water. The weight of all the air and the
clouds are literally supported by the land or
sea mass below them, as bathtub water is
supported by the bottom of the bathtub.
When clouds are over mountains, the
mountains are literally supporting them.
Probably not what the author of Psalms was
thinking, but still true.  Similarly, most
prophecies and  advanced scientific
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statements were likely not understood by the
authors.

CONFLICTING BIBLICAL
CREATION STORIES?

“Genesis chapter 2 and the scholars have
been long aware of this, Genesis 1 and
Genesis 2 have two distinct narratives when
it comes to human origins, and this is the
point of contention.” “So in Genesis 1, you
have a sequence of events where you have
land, plants, animals. @ Humans are the
pinnacle of creation in Genesis chapter 1.
In Genesis Chapter 2, humans come first.”
“You just got a huge problem right of the
bat.” Tim misses the most interesting point.

The creative period in Genesis 1 is divided
into 6 days. People frequently try to tie
these days into the 24-hour rotational period
of the Earth. The Earth did not even exist at
the start of day 1 to start the clock.

The entire creative period in Genesis 2 is
referred to as “the day”. The conflict would
be that if the days of Genesis 1 were 24
hours, how long would the day of Genesis 2
be”

The solution to the apparent conflict is that
the days of Genesis 1 are unique periods
and in sequence, so the order of creation is
important. The day of Genesis 2 is one
large period covering all the days of Genesis
1, and amenable to other ordering
sequences, such as importance. Man being
most important was listed first.

IN SUMMARY:

The Old Testament account of creation is
correct as is demonstrated by scientific
proofs such as are discussed in
https///occg.institute / topical lessons / the
bible and histories / biblical scientific
statements.
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The Bible was written in ancient times, but
contemporary translations make it readable
for all of us.

The Bible proves it's credibility by giving
numerous scientific proofs which could not
have been known at the time and by the lack
of inclusion of contemporary myths, such as
are discussed in https///occg.institute /
topical lessons / the bible and histories /
biblical scientific statements.

The apparent differing sequences of creation
in Genesis 1 and Genesis 2 are not a conflict
but rather a different way to describe the
event.

Benton F. Baugh

SOME INTERESTING LENGTHS OF DAYS:
Mars: 24.7 hours (very similar to Earth).

Mercury: 58.6 Earth days (very slow
rotation).

Venus: 243 Earth days (rotates backward,

longer day than year).
GET EN‘: a

Jupiter: ~9.9
hours (fastest
day in our solar o doey
. NTP.E COFF@G
system).

=
“

Earth’s Moon:
29.5 Earth days.

Earth 24 hours
(23 hrs. 56 mins)

Even the Earth’s
day is not 24
hours now. As the Earth’s rotation is slowing
down

(making days longer), one would have to
wonder if it was ever 24 hours long but
rather will be at some time in the future.
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Gonverse to Gonvert

Reach out in Love
Respond to anguish.
Sow seeds of truth.
Use words sparingly,
Say what is given to say
by the Holy Spirit
to heal the soul.

Sing from the heart.
Make a new start.
Draw close to Christ,
Seek the Lord
while He may be found.
Become safe and sound.

“Grace mercy and peace
will be with you
from God the Father
and from the Lord Jesus Christ”
(2 John 3)

Larry S. Grubbs, Harrison, Ohio

Two blondes living
in Oklahoma were sitting
on a bench talking........ .
and one blonde says to
the other, "Which do you

think is farther away.......... .
m Florida or the moon?"

%e The other blonde turns
and says "Hellooooo00000,
Ny can you see Florida 77
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(0D CREATED!

In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth. (Gen.1:1) So
God created the great creatures of
the sea and every living thing with
which the water teems and that moves
about in it, according to their kinds,
and every winged bird according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good.
(Gen. 1:21) So God created mankind
in his own image, in the image of God
he created them; male and female he
created them. (Gen. 1:27) For you
created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother's womb. (Psa.
139:13) This only have | found: God
created mankind upright, (Eccl. 7:29)

Lift up your eyes and look to the
heavens: Who created all these? He
who brings out the starry host one by
one and calls forth each of them by
name. Because of his great power
and mighty strength, not one of them
is missing. (Isa. 40:26)

It is | who made the earth and created
mankind on it. My own hands
stretched out the heavens; |
marshaled their starry hosts. (Isa.
45:12) He who forms the mountains,
who creates the wind, and who
reveals his thoughts to mankind, who
turns dawn to darkness, and treads on
the heights of the earth— the Lord
God Almighty is his name. (Amos
4:13) For in him all things were
created: things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or powers or rulers or
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authorities; all things have been
created through him and for him. (Col.
1:16)

For we are God’s handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do. (Eph. 2:10)

You were blameless in your ways
from the day you were created till
wickedness was found in you. (Eze.
28:15) They exchanged the truth
about God for a lie, and worshiped
and served created things rather than
the Creator—who is forever praised.
Amen. (Rom. 1:25) neither was man
created for woman, but woman for
man. (I Cor. 11:9)

“You are worthy, our Lord and God,
to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things, and by your
will they were created and have their
being.”( Rev. 4:11) And he swore by
him who lives for ever and ever, who
created the heavens and all that is in
them, the earth and all that is in it, and
the sea and all that is in it, and said,
“There will be no more delay! (Rev.
10:6) “See, | will create new heavens
and a new earth. The former things
will not be remembered, nor will they
come to mind. (Isa. 65:17 NIV)

Elizabeth Brown, Texarkana

Page6



@ OCCHURCH
% GROWTH
INSTITUTE

Impossible for Evolution:
#156 Autothysis

Imagine a group of ants or termites deciding
to die to protect their fellow ants or termites.
It goes against the survival of the fittest
concept, it is survival of the group concept.
Many animals will die to protect their
offspring.

We humans are pretty good at putting our
lives at risk for others, but to intentionally die
for others is much rarer. Jesus did it.

Back to the ants and termites. How would
an ant or termite intentionally die to protect
his colony? He or she could do battle with
invaders, but that is putting their lives at risk,
not suicide. They can’t pick up a pistol and
shoot themselves, and if they did it wouldn’t
be defending the colony. Elephant herds
commonly “circle their wagons” with the
young in the center to protect them from
predators such as lions.

The plan of the ants or termites would need
to be:

1. Preparing holding pouches close to their
salivary glands.

2. Creating a gland for secreting a laccase
enzyme as in stable solid form and passing it
to the holding pouches,

3. When endangered, rupture the pouches
and mix the laccase enzyme with saliva to
form benzoquinones in a sticky highly toxic
brew.

4. Make sure you coat your enemy with the
toxic brew.

The name of this process of blowing yourself
up to defend your colony is autothysis.

Autothysis (from Greek for "self-sacrifice") is
an extreme defense mechanism in some
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social insects, like ants and termites, where
an individual animal deliberately ruptures its
own body, often exploding to release sticky,
toxic chemicals that trap or kill predators to
protect the colony. It's a form of altruistic
suicide, exemplified by Malaysian carpenter
ants and certain termite  soldiers that
sacrifice themselves in a chemical burst to
block invaders.

This exchanges the evolutionists’ theory of
survival of the fittest to survival of the colony.
It exchanges survival of the selfish for
survival by the altruistic.

TERMITE KAMIKAZE SCHOOL

1 DCF!N! *1“_ Cnianﬁ
5 Lﬁuve g when adhacked !

3‘@/,%% 5“&%’

NOW, WATCH CLOSELY, f) ,
M ONLY GoNG TO DO 4
THIS ONCE!

T
&

From creation.com

The first question is how do you evolve
something which if you try it out you blow
yourself up.

A second question is if you have a pouch of
chemicals on your back, how do you know to
explode it and how to explode it?

A third question is when you explode it, how
do you know to mix it with saliva? There is
no school for this.

Clearly, autothysis is not the product of blind
survival of the fittest evolution. It is in
conflict with survival of the fittest evolution.
It is something an intelligent designer would
do seeing the overall needs of a community.

That intelligent designer is God.
Benton F. Baugh
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COC Full Worship Serv

@ eBibleStudy

Videos

Include:

Hapetu
daopkary. &

oreetings
Singing
Prayers
Scripture
Communion
Sermon

Preparation for sermons, song leading, and prayers can often
be a serious and time-consuming workload for many smaller
congregations. eBiblestudy was created to help alleviate the
stress that comes with preparing for these responsibilities.
Our hope is that this website can serve as a helpful tool,
allowing individuals and congregations to focus more on
personal evangelism.

30 new services added!

We want YOUR feedback! @ eBiblestudy

*E EEB] Since we are still in the beginning stages
A ﬁc*f:’a 2 of building this website, it would mean

; ﬂ'(j_’g_’ LR the world to us to hear from you! Please
: g visit our website and fill out this form.

Provided by Oklahoma Christian University
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CRACK THE
CODE OF REVELATION

WITHOUT THE CONFUSION!

If you've ever looked at the book of
Revelation and felt instantly
overwhelmed, your’re not alone.

It can feel like trying to play chess
when you don't know the rules—
confusing, intimidating, and full of
pressure.

But “Unraveling Revelation” by
Deron Smith is here to change that.
This book gently walks you through
the mystery, clearing up the chaos
without losing the meaning. The book
is available on Amazon.

An excellent book to read by Don England.
Don is an Emeritus Professor of Chemistry
at Harding University where he has taught
for 45 years.

My recommendation is that | bought a copy
for each of my children and grandchildren.
Don eloquently answers a lot of the
questions about God which they will have
from time to time. Yours children and
grandchildren will also have questions. As a
further recommendation, | now have also
bought Christmas books for my siblings,
nieces, and nephews. It is well received
by all. My sister is now using it to teach a
ladies class. Available on Amazon

Benton Baugh
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THE ARK AND THE DARKNESS
A friend loaned this DVD to me. After
watching it twice, | bought my own
copy to loan to my kids and grandkids. FIRST EDITION - ENGLISH AND ESPARiOL

Several speakers give fresh insights
into the nature of the Ark and the flood THE ARK 0= DARKNESS
WhICh you WI” flnd IntrlgU|ng. In UNEARTHING*THE MYSTERIES OF NOAH'S FLOOD

addition to an excellent presentation, it
provides many facts and figures which
will be interesting to you. This should
be shown in every high school class,
and adult classes as well.

Zone Leader: 7 Tactics for Leading in the Zones
is a field-gulde designed to help you navigate change.
Resistance and conflict occur anytime change is infroduced,
and leaders must have fhe fools and resources necessary fo
avoid the pitfalls that hinder real success. No matter where
you find yourself in the four zones, the tactics discussed in
Zone Leader will enhance your ability to iead through each
zone. “The challenges ahead of you can only be measured
by the ability insicle of you. The more you put info developing
your ieadership, the greafer your abilify fo deal with the:
chalienges you face.”

“To get where you're going, you need more than just a destination: you
need o know where you are now, and you need a map. To assist you an
your journey, this thought-provoking baok provides you with ail three.”
Sheila Heen, Harvard Law Frofessor and co-authar of
Difficult Conversations: How fo Discuss What Matters Most.

sauoz ayj ul Buipoat 10§ s3I0 £ ¥IAVIT INOZ

“I wish this book could have been avaifable when | was in bofh undergraduate
and graduate studies. | was struck with how readabiity and depth worked

in concert fo clearly address leadership. The zones resonated with my L L] L]

‘thought processes and lay a logical format for understanding.” - " &
Geny Taylor. Execuiive Vice President. Prosperify Bank

[ o E. Tlm -

7 Tactics for Leading in the Zones

Available on Amazon.

Bob drects the Sunset Academy of Leaderntip Training. He s a
i A . s
in i He helping lead

i : ional changs and crealing

e D e e e I R Dr. Bob Turner

Virginia Beach, VA and holds a Dactorate in Intercuftural Studies

wﬁ‘h an E_rs"\phailin aduft leaderhip development from fhe Author of

AL S e e Essential: Building'Blocks 4 Life:and Leadership

Foreword by best-selling auvther, Jeremie Kubicek,
der of GIANT W

dINUNL

() ZONE LEADER

7Tactics for Leading in the Zones

An excellent book to read.
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House Church Your invitation to

Defined: Group that meets for worship in private homes.

Biblical; 5 times mentioned in Bible. (Acts 1:13;  Cor. 16:9; M iSSiOﬂ HOuse Ch u rCh

Rom. 16:3; Col. 4:15; Phil 1:2)

Advantages:
« Deeper fellowship. A close loving church. 608 Broadway Ave., Mattoon, IL 61938
* Allows participation by each member. "Where two or three are gathered in my :;glc, |am in the midst of them."
* No overhead. The contribution goes to the needy and other outreach. M-
» Effective for discipleship growth. Call or message 217-962-1764 for questions or assistance.

+ Accepting- Undenominational. To receive a free Mission Newsletter email a request to dslvdg@aol.com

Visit us Sundays at 5 PM for church, and 6 PM for a meal at 608 Broadway, Mattoon.

How can we help you?

Dr. Don Selvidge, minister, retired Chiropractor
dslvdg@aol.com, 217-962-1764, 217-317-9654

<% Dr. Nancy Selvidge, homemaker, grandmother w l '
3 608 Broadway, Mattoon, Il. 61938 e come )
-Crisis/ problem counseling
-" Hand Up" ministry

-Christian Movie Night -Bible Study
-Natural Health and Healing

No Charge for any services

Check out our planned ’ 1779 N Graham St
giving resources “ F o St er s Stephenville, TX
fostershome.giftlegacyv.com HOme fOI' Children (254)968-2143

Spots available for new residents, apply to the SOAR Program now!
www.fostershome.org/soar

The SOAR program at Foster’'s Home for
Children aims to provide young adults ages
18-22, who have aged out of foster care, a longer
runway to successful independence. Our goal is
to provide a base of support beneath them as
they transition to life on their own.

Safety | Ownership | Advancement | Responsibility
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MEMORIAL
CHRISTIAN
COUNSELING
CENTER

IN NEED OF CHRISTIAN COUNSELING?

MEMORIAL CHRISTIAN
COUNSELING CENTER

713.401.6192
www.memorialchristiancounseling.com

SERVING THE GREATER HOUSTON AREA

Lance Decker
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist

Tomball, TX
+1 (832) 534-0730
lance@lancedecker.com
www.lancedecker.com

Grief Support/Recovery Groups meet at Spring
Creek Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at no
cost.

Church of Christ Matrimony

An online matrimony website exclusively
for Church of Christ members

www.churchofchristmatrimony.cor

_IE.H.-E_E R_EGisja-AﬂqN

SILENT GENERATION
(PRE-1946)

Still serving on boards;
shaped by duty and discipline

BABY BOOMERS
(1946-1964)

~12% of today's workforce;
value stability, loyalty, and
legacy

GEN X

(1965-1980) _

~27%; independent, pragmatic,
delivery-focused
MILLENNIAL

(1981-1996)

~34%; purpose-driven,
collaborative, growth-oriented

GEN Z

(1997-2012)

~27%; inclusive, tech-native,
values transparency

GEN ALPHA
(POST 2012)

The emerging workforce-
digital-first, fast-learning,
entrepreneurial

THE EARLY CHURCH
DIDN'T GROW BECAUSE
THE WORSHIP WAS
ENTERTAINING.

IT GREW BECAUSE
THE PEOPLE WERE
CONVICTED.
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Be patient. ’'m
from the 1900s.

B Someone stole my cof-

B fee cup. I'm headed to
B the police station to
B [(ook at mugshots.
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As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome

10 Places you should stay
silent at all cost:

1. Be silent if you don't know the full
story.

2. Be silent if you feel unable to control
your emotions.

3. Be silent in the the heat of anger.

4. Be silent if your words can destroy an
amazing friendship or relationship.

5. Be silent if you are unsure about the
topic or lack knowledge.

6. Be silent when someone is sharing
their struggles and vulnerability.

7. Be silent if you can't talk without
yelling.

8. Be silent if your silence can save your
bonds.

9. Be silent if speaking will only serve to
boost your ego or seek validation.

10. Be silent if your words can betray
someone’s trust.
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