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Living by faith in the mist of confidence certainly 
sounds inviting. Some Christians, however, do 
not feel certain in their faith in every circum-
stance. Life is often “unfair”; all too often, at 
those times, it is difficult to maintain faith.

Continued on page 3

COC WORSHIP SERVICES!
Preparation of a ser-
mon, song service, 
communion, and pray-
ers are frequently a 
burden for many of our 
smaller congregations.  
Oklahoma Christian 
University is starting a 
program on Septem-
ber 1 to provide free 
online services to help 
with this need.  
They will be full ser-
vices less taking care 
of responses, local an-
nouncements, and 
taking up the collec-
tion.  Every effort is 
being made to give the 
services a feel that they are “their” service. 
See page 2 for more information.

THE BIBLE WOULD BE DISCREDITED
The following are some “scientific truths” that 
were wrong: 
The world was flat
Spontaneous generation of life.
The appendix was a vestigial organ.

Continued on page 10

INVEST IN THE FUTURE
Imagine that the son or daughter you raised in 
the church meets and marries someone they 
found in a nightclub.  What are the likely im-
pacts of that situation and decision.

Continued on page 11

ETERNAL LIFE
Here are some of the things that 
John wanted us to know so that 
we would have confidence in eter-
nal life. He writes these things in 
the little book of I John.

Continued on page 13

Look at God’s People –
What Have We Become?

A call to open our eyes, our 
hearts and minds to confes-
sion, praying for the strength to 
resist evil through our faith in 
the power of grace provided by 
the blood of Jesus Christ – for 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.
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Today there is widespread teaching there is po-
tentially very damaging to faith. Well– meaning 
but misguided people imply a message that is 
almost certain to destroy the very faith it is in-
tended to strengthen. That message says, "If 
you would embrace Christian faith, you will be a 
success in life, and all your troubles will be 
over." Neither Christ nor any of his apostles 
made such a promise. 
No faith can guarantee success in life or free-
dom from life’s crises and calamities. Failure, 
disaster, disease, and death are part of the 
common lot of all of us, regardless of the faith 
by which we choose to live. Although Christiani-
ty does not guarantee freedom from life’s cri-
ses, it is the best faith alternative language we 
can live in the midst of a crisis. Christianity, like-
wise, does not guarantee that the Christian will 
be free of doubt and uncertainty. However, 
Christianity does offer the best solution to 
doubts and uncertainties experienced by every-
one at one time or another.
The atheist says, "There is no God". Do you not 
suppose there occasions when even the 
world's most notable atheist on a clear, dark 
night looks into the Milky Way constellation and 
wonders, "What if there really is a God who will 
hold me accountable“? Do you not supposed 
even the most diehard materialist ponders, 
"Can I possibly be wrong? What if mind did pre-
cede matter”? The Christian has no monopoly 
on doubt – just as a no Christian has a monop-
oly on faith.
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FAITH AND 
DOUBT
Many people believe that faith and doubt are 
opposites. It is important to understand, howev-
er, that faith and doubt are not on opposite 
ends of a belief continuum as the following bib-
lical example illustrates.  

A concerned father brought his son to Jesus.  
The boy was sporadically cast into convulsions, 
during which he would roll on the ground, foam 
at the mouth, or fall into fire or pools of water 
(Mark 9:14-29).  The father, desiring to have 
Jesus heal is son, said “If you can do anything, 
have compassion on us and help us.” Jesus 
replied “If you can?  All things are possible for 
one who believes.” Immediately, the father 
cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!”
Perhaps we can better understand this story if 
we look through the eyes of a loving father who 
had frequently seen his boy convulsing upon 
the ground or falling into fire.  Surely the father 
of the boy would have given anything in his 
possession if his son could have been relieved 
of the torture his body experienced on those 
awful occasions.
It is apparent that when the afflicted boy’s fa-
ther said to Jesus, “I believe; help my unbelief,” 
he actually meant something other than what 
he said.  Belief and unbelief are complete oppo-
sites. The mind cannot simultaneously entertain 
belief and unbelief.  What the father meant was 
I believe; help me in my doubt,” or “I believe, 
but help me in those areas where I have diffi-
culty believing.”  The boy’s father clearly want-
ed to believe that Jesus had the power to heal 
his son, and he wanted to yield to the authority 
of Jesus’ power.  Yet he had reservations.  His 
desire was for Christ to remove whatever was 
hindering his belief.  Most of us have, at one 
time or another, shared the same frustration.

Continued on page 4
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Although a person may claim that he or she has 
never entertained doubt, it is likely that the per-
son who has never doubted has developed 
very shallow faith.  My intention is not to en-
courage doubt, but, just as iron sharpens iron, 
doubt sharpens faith if it receives the proper 
response.  A person who uses the intellect as a 
part of the faith process will experience doubt.
Many biblical characters doubted.  You will not 
find an example of anyone in the Bible who en-
couraged another to doubt the fundamental 
teaching of Jewish or Christian faith and did so 
with God’s blessings.  Nevertheless, a study of 
the scriptures shows that doubt is an integral 
part of the faith process. People of faith experi-
ence doubt for many reasons.
REASONS FOR DOUBT
In chapter 1 we learned that faith development 
is a process; that is, obedient, trusting faith 
does not come suddenly.  Biblical faith initially 
comes by hearing (Romans 10:17).  That one 
hears and intellectually agrees that God exists 
and that Jesus is divine does not mean the he 
or she has obedient, trusting faith.  Almost all of 
us initially believe by hearing spiritual truth from 
a significant adult – such as a parent, friend, or 
teacher.  At this stage we have a faith that is 
merely inherited.  As we grow in faith, however, 
we progress from having an inherited faith to 
having a faith that we have personally won.

HOW FAITH DEVELOPS
Faith               Faith            Faith

Inherited           Tested         Owned
In order for faith to progress from the inherited 
stage to the stage in which it is personally 
owned, faith must be tested.  Faith is tested by 
life’s daily natural circumstances.  Here we see 
the reasons why Christians should “count it all 
joy…when you meet trials of various 

kinds” (James 1:2).  It is through experience 
that faith matures and becomes personally 
owned.
Here is also a reason why some Christians 
doubt.  A person with an inherited faith will not 
respond to a faith crisis in the same way as a 
person whose faith has already been tested 
and has matured.  The Christian life is a pro-
cess by which a person who initially believes is 
gradually transformed into one who possesses 
the mind of Christ.  One is naturally far more 
susceptible to doubt early in the transformation 
process.  This fact recommends that mature 
Christians should be benevolent toward newer 
Christians who frequently experience doubt.
A second reason why some people doubt is 
that they may not be willing to pay the price of 
believing. Believing in Christ and His teachings 
may require the adoption of a lifestyle com-
pletely opposite to that which one has become 
accustomed.  The price of believing is obedi-
ence.  According to John, a person who does 
not obey does not believe (John 3:36).  Many 
people avoid faith in God because they are not 
willing to obey.
One implication of the existence of God that 
many find unacceptable is moral responsibility.  
If God has created us in His image, we are 
morally responsible, and moral responsibility is 
inconsistent with a lifestyle oriented toward he-
donistic pleasures.  The only way to live this 
self-focused, worldly lifestyle is to doubt or to 
discard Christian faith all together.
A third reason why people doubt is that they 
have hard questions in their minds – questions 
that nurture doubt.  But hard questions are not 
to be  avoided.  Since God created our intelli-
gence, He expects us to ask difficult  questions. 
Paul says, “Test everything; hold fast to that 
which is good” (I Thessalonians 5:21).

Continued on page 5
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It is not an insult to God to ask why there is so 
much evil in the world.  It is reasonable to ex-
pect intelligent individuals to ask, “Why would a 
benevolent God allow 2000 birth defects to re-
sult in congenital disorders?”  Why would He 
allow the atrocities of a Hitler or Stalin?” ”Why 
would a lovely, young Christian girl be killed in 
an automobile accident by a drunken driver?”  
These are indeed difficult questions, but there 
is no shame in verbalizing them.  In fact, there 
is honor in seeking meaningful answers.  In the 
process that leads to answers, the best minds 
of every generation have, on occasion, experi-
enced doubt. It is indeed better to have asked 
and experienced doubt than never to have 
asked at all, for in the process of asking and 
searching, answers come and faith matures.
A fourth reason for doubting is that the inquiring 
man is always discovering new evidence – evi-
dence that may challenge faith. One's response 
to new evidence may be to avoid new learning 
situations altogether and simply avoid exposure 
to information that may cause doubt. In college, 
a person may avoid a career in the behavioral 
sciences because some behavior there is 
based in humanism. One may avoid a career in 
a physical or biological sciences because of the 
perceived threat of chemical and biological evo-
lution. To be sure, any Christian who pursues a 
career in these – and many other fields of study 
– is going to experience doubt. However, if 
Christians correctly respond to doubt, they will 
overcome their doubts, and faith will be en-
riched and matured. This approach is prefera-
ble to avoiding difficult fields of study such as 
psychology and natural sciences. Deeply com-
mitted Christians are greatly needed in these 
fields.
A fundamental belief of Christian faith is that all 
truth has its origin in God. When questions that 
threaten faith arise in any field, the Christian 

should not be afraid to search for answers. As a 
student on a state college campus, I was told 
that Jesus Christ is no different from Confucius, 
Buddha, or any other great spiritual leader. My 
initial reaction was one of fear and dread. I was 
fearful that my informant was right, and dread-
ed discovering the truth about the matter. 
Eventually, I went to the bookstore where I pur-
chased a copy of the sayings of Confucius, and 
to the library, where I checked out and read the 
best literature I could find on the living world 
religions. I discovered that Confucius was not a 
religious leader and Confucianism is an ethical 
system with no concept of sin or redemption. 
Confucianism does have merit for the value of 
his ethical teachings. My study led me to the 
conclusion that Christ has no peer among the 
world religious leaders, living or dead, And that 
Christianity has no equal among world’s reli-
gions, present or past. 
We must not be afraid to compare Christ or 
Christianity with the best that human philosophy 
has to offer. C. S. Lewis has correctly observed 
that Christ is either lunatic or Lord. Christ does 
not deserve our allegiance if he is not every-
thing he claims to be. In  preceding issues I 
have presented evidence  that Christ is precise-
ly who he claims to be – the Son of God. 
Over a period of years, I have asked many of 
my students, "What bothers your faith most?" 
One of the responses most frequently given, 
and our fifth reason why Christians doubt, is 
"the way I see some Christians treating other 
Christians." This may sound like a weak re-
sponse, but scripture teaches the visual evi-
dence that God exists and that Jesus Christ is 
His Son as seen in the way Christ’s disciples 
treat one another (John 17:21).

Continued on  page 6

HOW SHOULD I RESPOND TO MY DOUBTS?  , P4



  THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY
       AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH

Continued from page 5
The church is the visible body of Christ on earth 
today. Fragmenting his body into parts that do 
not communicate with or fellowship with one 
another is wrong. The fact that this has already 
occurred is, for many, a great deterrent to the 
development of faith. Division within the body of 
Christ is not Christ’s desire. Fragmentation is 
the result of men's actions, not the work of 
God's Holy Spirit. The solution to overcoming 
this threat to faith is for the Christian who truly 
wishes to be Christ’s disciple to look beyond 
divisive human tendencies to Christ, who de-
sires that we love one another.

A sixth reason why some people doubt or even 
discard Christian faith altogether is because 
they misunderstand Christian doctrine. Bertrand 
Russell was a world-renowned mathematical 
logician. Early in his career he delivered a se-
ries of lectures later published under the title 
Why I am not a Christian. It is apparent from 
reading the lectures that he had a poor concept 
of Christianity and, partly for this reason, he re-
jected it. One reason why Russell was critical of 
Christianity was that he saw crimes committed 
in the name of Christianity or claimed to be 
sanctioned by the Bible. We know that neither 
Christianity nor God was in any way responsi-
ble for such atrocities as the Spanish Inquisi-
tion, or so – called "holy wars" fought in the 
name of Christ. Nor did He sanction conquering 
the native Americans with force, and requiring 
them to convert to Christianity.

EXAMPLES OF DOUBT

A common characteristic of all the great exam-
ples of God's faithful followers, leaders of His 

people, is  recorded in Hebrews 11-they all 
doubted. Abraham is our example of one who 
trusted in God to keep his promises. Yet Abra-
ham experienced doubt on multiple occasions.

Nevertheless, God was patient and renewed 
the promise of the land of Canaan to Abraham. 
His response to God was to ask, "How am I to 
know that I shall possess it?" (Genesis 15:8). 
Abraham, in asking for a sign, was not walking 
by faith. He was walking by sight; but God ac-
commodated him in his doubt. Eventually, he 
overcame his doubt and learned that he could, 
without reservation, trust in God who keeps His 
promises (Genesis 22).

Moses was a great Old Testament deliverer of 
the people of God. God, through Moses, led the 
people of Israel from Egyptian slavery to the 
promised land of Canaan. We would find it diffi-
cult to produce an example of one who has 
more intimately drawn into the presence of God 
than Moses. Nevertheless, the story of Moses’ 
life was one of both great faith, and tension with 
doubt. The first example of this tension as seen 
in the story of God appearing to Moses by the 
burning bush (Exodus 3). Although Moses 
talked directly with God, he still required two 
signs and assurance of Aaron’s support as 
spokesman before he consented to accept 
God's call. 

Continued on  page 7.
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Leading more than 1 million people across the 
Red Sea into the wilderness, Moses performed 
miracle after miracle, constant reminders of the 
direct presence of God. At Marah, bitter waters 
were sweetened (Exodus 15). At Elin, the Isra-
elites were providentially refreshed by twelve 
springs of water and seventy palms (Exodus 
15). In the wilderness of Sin, manna from heav-
en fed the people (Exodus 16). At Rephidim, 
Moses-as spokesman for God commanded, 
and water gushed forth from a rock (Exodus 
17). At Sinai, Moses received 10 command-
ments directly from God (Exodus 19, 20).
Later, God told Moses to speak to a rock and to 
produce water; but Moses decided to do it his 
way and struck rock instead (Numbers 20). For 
his disobedience, Moses gave up his right to 
enter the land Canaan. Moses is a great exam-
ple of trusting, obedient faith. Yet he knew the 
disappointment of wavering faith.
Before being critical of others for doubting, we 
should imagine how we might have responded, 
had we been in their places. For example, John 
the Baptist had been imprisoned by Herod for 
condemning the king’s sins. There probably has 
never been a more confident and stern preach-
er than John. At Christ’s baptism, John 
acknowledged Jesus as Messiah (John 1:34). 
Yet in prison, John doubted (Matthew 11).
The conditions of John's in prison were far from 
the conditions found in most modern prisons. It 
is likely that John’s cell was underground and 
poorly lit, if lit at all.  The prison was probably 
cold, damp, and insect infested.  A new day  
threatened the possibility of the palace guards 
to get a prisoner for execution. Under such con-
ditions, John the man had second thoughts and 
sent word by his disciples, asking Christ, "Are 
you the one to come, or should we look for an-
other?” (Matthew 11:2). In this we see doubt, 

but we do not see despair.  We see a mixture of 
doubt and confidence. 
IS IT A SIN TO DOUBT?
It is not my intention to encourage doubt or to 
portray it in a favorable light. However, that is 
an inevitable part of the process by which trust-
ing, obedient faith develops. God was not 
pleased when Abraham lied (Genesis 22), Sa-
rah laughed (Genesis 18:12), or Moses argued 
(Exodus 3). Likewise, God is not pleased when 
we doubt his existence or his promises to us. 
Surely Elijah must have expressed God’s dis-
appointment in doubting Israel when he cried 
out on Mount Carmel, "How long will you go liv-
ing between two different opinions?” (1 Kings 
18:21). Christ probably looks upon us in our 
doubt with the same disappointment as he did 
when Peter he  asked, "O you of little faith, why 
do you doubt?"  ( Matthew 14:31).
As Christian fathers and mothers, we are disap-
pointed when our children doubt our judgment 
or question our wisdom. God, as our father, is 
surely disappointed when we doubt His word or 
His existence. Nevertheless, the evidence from 
Scripture is that it is not so much the doubt that 
determines sin as it is our response to doubt 
that determines whether we sin. We do not nec-
essarily cease to believe when we doubt, our 
confidence can be stretched and strained.

Continued 
on  page 8
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Romans 14:23 has been understood to mean 
that all doubt is sin: "whatever does not pro-
ceed from faith is sin." This verse is misused 
and abused if taken as proof that all doubt is 
necessarily sinful. The context in which Paul 
writes these words relates to the eating of meat 
after it has been offered to idols. Although not 
included in the above translation, the word 
"action" is implied. In other words, the intended 
message is "Whatever action (eating of meat 
offered to idols) that is not done in faith is sin-
ful." The conclusion then, is that doubt itself 
may not be sinful, but acting upon one’s doubt 
is sinful. It is our response to our doubts that 
determines whether we sin.

HOW SHOULD I RESPOND TO MY 
DOUBTS ?

We cannot avoid all circumstances in life that 
seem to be fertile soil for doubt, apprehension, 
and uncertainty. We have some, but often lit-
tle, control over circumstances. Nevertheless, 
there are helpful things we can do when doubt 
arises. First, make it a point to associate with 
those who will help you think positively in cir-
cumstances that lead to doubt. Since faith 
comes from what is heard (Romans 10:17), be 
diligent in attending devotionals, Bible clas-
ses, and worship, where God’s word is taught 
and where the warmth of Christian fellowship 
is an experience in nurture.

Second, when you are inclined to doubt, pray 
– even if you do not feel like praying. The 
prophet Jeremiah (12:1) and Asaph, who ap-
parently wrote Psalm 73, both doubted when 
they saw the prosperity of the wicked. Howev-

er, both found refuge in Jehovah and, in the 
words of the Psalmist, “It seemed to be a weari-
some task, until I went into the sanctuary of 
God) (Psalms 73:16–17). In times of doubt and 
apprehension it may seem that God is far, far 
away, but that is when He draws nearest to us 
to provide the special strength we need.

Third, when doubt comes, remember that 
Christian faith is not inferior to other faith alter-
natives. It is not true that the Christian relies on 
faith while others rely on knowledge. Everyone
relies on faith. It is not Question for the way we 
will walk by faith, but rather, "By which faith we 
will choose to walk?" Human philosophy, which 
is not based in God, leads to despair. But 
Christians are not left to despair. Christ gives 
us an understanding of our origin and purpose. 
He gives meaning to existence as he interprets 
reality for us

Continued on  page 9
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Fourth, when you are deeply discouraged, re-
member the crises and tribulations in life are 
inevitable. It is through meeting affliction not all 
alone, but with God, that the Christian life takes 
on full significance. Paul, at Lystra, after having 
been stoned and left for dead, revived and con-
tinued “strengthening the 
souls of the disciples, encour-
aging them to continue in the 
faith, and saying that through 
many tribulations we must en-
ter the kingdom of God” (Acts 
14:22).

……………………………..

This article is formatted to look 
like a regular article, but it is 
not.  It is actually a copy of 
pages 149-159 of the book 
GOD ARE YOU REALLY 
THERE by Dr. Don England.  
Don is a Shepherd at the Col-
lege Church of Christ in 
Searcy, AR and was a profes-
sor at Harding.  The book is 
shown in the graphic and can 
be purchased on Amazon for 
$16.95.

Kirk Castleman, a long-time 
friend, sent me the book and 
asked if I would review and advertise it in this 
newsletter.

Here is my review.  I have just purchased 24 
copies to put in our children’s Christmas stock-
ings, our grandchildren’s Christmas stockings, 
to give to each of my siblings, and give to a 

number of friends.   That action should speak 
louder than words, but I am going to give you 
some words also.

The book is a spectacular compilation of infor-
mation on faith, suffering; what nature tells us 
about God, whether Jesus was both a man and 
the Son of God; whether God is silent, whether 

I can trust the Bible; 
whether a scientist can 
trust the Bible; whether 
a scientist can believe 
Genesis 1; doubt; and 
many other critical sub-
jects.  

It is not a long tedious 
book with hundreds of 
pages on each topic.  It 
is 160 pages of clear, 
concise reading.  I put 
it in the Hemingway 
Editor, which indicated 
it is written at the 9th

grade reading level, so 
it is very readable.  The 
beginning of this article 
is an example of what 
you can expect to read.

Don offers a fresh point 
of view on a number of 
topics which should en-

rich your life as a Christian.  I would encourage 
you to buy a copy for yourself.  If you are as im-
pressed as I am, you will have time to order 
some for Christmas stockings also.

Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E.
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Space is filled with ether which allows for the 
travel of light in space.

The earth was the center of the universe and 
the Sun and other planets orbited around the 
earth. 

Hummingbird tongue drew nectar into its mouth 
by capillary action.

We would reach the  end of the supply of oil in 
20 years, in 1970, 1980, and 1990.  We have 
found more than ever since.

Diamonds are indestructible.  Large diamonds 
were lost when they were  smashed.

Pluto was a planet.

You could have bad blood and could cure peo-
ple by draining their blood.

The dust on the moon was predicted to be 
about 20 feet thick, turns out to be about 2” 
thick.

Square sails were the most efficient way to 
make a sailboat.

Air was weightless.

Hardening of the arteries. 

Recapitulation.  The fetus went through the 
stages of evolution in development.

See lesson 3.9 at www/occg.institute/topical 
lessons for more information on these and oth-
er erroneous “scientific truths”. 

If the Bible said any of these things, it would 
be completely discredited.  Some religious 
people have taught these “truths”, but the Bible 
doesn’t teach them.  The Bible was written over 
a period of 1500 years by 36 authors and does 
not make this kind of mistake. 

It is easy to imagine that when each of the writ-
ers of the Bible were writing, there were numer-
ous myths and erroneous “truths” which were 
commonly believed at that time. If The Bible 
were not guided by God, you would expect 
some of the contemporary scientific errors to be 
included. 

That the  Bible does not include contempo-
rary scientific errors is not only a proof of 
the Bible, but also a proof of God.

As a comparison, contemporary scientific books 
are a relic 50 years after publishing and fre-
quently a joke 100 years later. 

The Bible is 2000-3500 years old and has with-
stood attacks from all sides for 3500 years. It is 
simply amazing.  It has all the signs of super-
natural assistance in the writing of it.  There is 
no other book written which comes close to the 
truths found in the Bible!
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Continued from page 1
The person who grows up in the church is likely 
to presume:
1. Marriage is for a lifetime.
2. Sunday morning is for going to church.
3. Unfaithfulness is a sin.
4. Divorce is the last choice and for adultery.
5. Your social group is at the church.
The potential spouse you meet in a nightclub is 
likely to presume:
1. Marriage can be dissolved when you figure 
out there is a better prospect.
2. Sunday morning is leisure time for activities 
such as sleeping in, golf, or going to the lake.
3. Adultery is a social choice; it is normal in 
their home.
4. Divorce is a normal social process.
5. They will find their social group in another 
nightclub.
The chances of a long-term marriage and re-
maining in the church are certainly not guaran-
teed, but are much higher if you marry some-
one you meet at church.
That is not to say you cannot find a perfectly 
good spouse in a bar, but the likelihood is 
greatly reduced. You are making a lifetime deci-
sion, so you need to expose yourself to the best 
outcomes possible.
Common goals and presumptions of the church 
raised and the not church raised, even if not 
stated, tend to be very different.
WHAT IS THE POINT?
The point to this is that if we want the church to 
have sustainability, we need to focus on this 
situation.
We focus on personal evangelism to infrequent-
ly convert someone.  We have youths in our 
congregations that we are allowing to fade 
away.  Instead of being involved in church relat-
ed activities, we allow them to become en-

gaged in secular activities instead. What if we 
focused on keeping our kids?
There are 3 groups to focus on:
HIGH SCHOOL:
I once taught an Impossible for Evolution series 
to a high school class.  The regular teacher, the 
youth minister, observed that when he taught 
the class the girls paid attention and the eyes of 
the boys glazed over.  When I taught a more 
technical topic the eyes of the girls glazed over 
and the boys paid rapt attention.  That says 
among other things that boys and girls are dif-
ferent and we should plan classes and activities 
which would appeal to both groups.
COLLEGE AGE: A youth who goes to a Chris-
tian college is more likely to find a Christian ma-
te who goes to a state school.  We should en-
courage visits to Christian colleges, and visits 
by Christian colleges. If a student goes to a 
state/secular school, they should be encour-
aged to go to church and be involved.  When 
they come home for the Summer, interesting 
classes and activities should be planned for 
them at church, including area wide activities.
SINGLES:

By the time our youth become “singles”, we 
have frequently already lost a lot of them.  We 

need to do what we can to retain the remainder 
of them and encourage the ones who have left 

to come back.  A local congregation needs to 
do all they can to involve the singles in the ac-

tivities of the church. If they attend a large
Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11
congregation, they may have a natural social 
grouping and a pool for dating.  If it is a smaller 
congregation, they may be the only single. Sev-
eral smaller congregations can cooperate in en-
gaging the singles in such ways as rotating sin-
gles fellowships.  A larger congregation can ef-
fectively be the host for several smaller congre-
gations.  It is in everyone’s interest for one of 
our singles to have a pool of prospects for da-
ting.

INVESTMENT

If you want to know how much to invest in these 
groups, consider the economic and social cost-
ing of your son or daughter marrying someone 
they met in a night club when it didn’t work out. 
Being raised in a broken home and with multi-
ple step in-laws is just a start of the complica-
tions.  If you are a grandparent, how much 
would you spend to have your grandchildren in 
a stable happy home?  We are all sort of grand-
parents to the children at church.  We need to 
work on a balance of helping our 
“grandchildren” succeed and allowing to live 
their own lives.

There is no cookie cutter solution which will 
work for everyone.  Each church, and each 
family, needs to address this and find solutions 
that work for your situation.

…………………………………………….

The following is taken from the satirical app 
“The Babylon Bee” and was the inspiration for 
this article:

9 Ways To Spot A Good Potential 
Future Spouse At Church
CHURCH·Jun 23, 2024 · BabylonBee.com

If you’re cruising the pews for a husband or 
wife, there are some helpful tricks to spotting a 
great future spouse.. Here are nine things to 
look for at Church this Sunday:
Has a worn Bible -  Excuse me, but I believe 

your holiness is showing.
Sings all the words to classic hymns even 

with eyes closed -  Hubba-hubba!
Volunteers for VBS  -  Is it getting hot in here?  

It feels hot all of a sudden.
Rolls eyes when worship leader starts play-

ing Hillsong  -  Yowza!
Turns to the book of Hezekiah without even 

looking at table of contents  -  Be still, my 
beating heart.

WWJD bracelet -  like a beacon saying, 
“come, enjoy fifty years of wedded bliss.”

Sighs dreamily and says, “if only I could 
find  godly spouse to r aise many children 

with.” -  GO GET A RING!!
Has completed Awana vest -  the founda-

tionon which so many years of happy marriage 
are built.

Continued on page 13
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Says, “Hey, check out this funny Babylon 
Bee headline  -  This is the one

Find these at Church next week and a lifetime 
of loving matrimony could be all yours!

Note:

Hillsong Worship is a praise and worship col-
lective from Sydney, Australia. They started 
making music in 1983 at Hillsong Church. Fif-
teen of their songs have appeared on the Bill-
board magazine charts in the US, with "What a 
Beautiful Name" representing their greatest 
success, reaching platinum in the US..

Awana equips local volunteers in churches 
around the world with biblical discipleship solu-
tions. Our programs serve kids 2-18. Awana is 
an international evangelical Christian nonprofit 
organization in child 
and youth discipleship 
founded in 1950. The 
headquarters is in St. 
Charles, Illinois, United 
States.  The name is 
derived from the first 
letters of "Approved 
Workmen Are Not 
Ashamed" as taken 
from 2 Timothy 2:15. As 
of 2019, Awana claims 
to work with over 
61,000 churches in 122 
countries.

As is typically true of  
satire, there is truth in 

it.  The Babylon Bee is a really good satirical 
app to get, and it is free.

ETERNAL LIFE
“I have written this to you who believe in the name 
of the Son of God, so that you may know you have 
eternal life.” (I John 5:13 NLT) 

Believe the evidence:  John was an eye witness to 
the life and teachings of Jesus Christ. “…now we 
testify and proclaim to you that he is the one who is 
eternal life.” (1:2)   We have three witnesses, the 
Spirit, the water of Jesus’ baptism and the blood of 
his sacrifice. (5:6f) These three agree. “And this is 
what God has testified: He has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son.” (5:11)

Grow in love: Real love is the love that God has for 
us. We are to grow in love for one another. (4:17) 
“Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, 
for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a 
child of God and knows God.” (4:7) Real love is 
having compassion for our brothers and sisters. 

“We know we love God’s children if 
we love God and obey his command-
ments. Loving God means keeping 
his commandments.”(5:2, 3)

Live in Jesus: “And we know that the 
Son of God has come, and he has 
given us understanding so that we 
can know the true God. And now we 
live in fellowship with the true God 
because we live in fellowship with his 
Son, Jesus Christ. He is the only true 
God, and he is eternal life.” (5:20)  
We live in fellowship by living in the 
light, practicing the truth, confessing 
our sins and asking forgiveness.  We 
have confidence in eternal life be-
cause we live in Jesus Christ.

Elizabeth Brown, Texarkana, TX
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In these end times we are all at risk of afflic-
tions arising from complacency, incompetence 
and apathy because we are succumbing to 
contentment and satisfaction found in excesses 
and diversions practiced by worldly cultures 
and celebrated as entitlements. As we default 
to lifestyles in conformity with the worldview we 
become dulled and lethargic in spirit as if hyp-
notized – unaware of impending risk of spiritual 
and physical death as many around us wel-
come opportunities to escape persistent pain of 
conscience by venturing into the semiconscious 
mythical realm of zombie-like disconnection 
from reality provided by indulgence in alcohol, 
nicotine, caffeine, opiates and other substances  
which authorities have  by popular demand en-
dorsed as legal for public use. The conse-
quences of such behavior are described with 
the Latinized clinical language of medical 
and psychiatric science which obscure 
the realities and scope of destructive ef-
fects that reverberate through families, 
relationships, businesses, communities 
and our Nation.

The collective toll of popular perverse be-
havior in our progressive, permissive, and 
condoning culture is measured by uncon-
trollable cost of health care, the virtual 
absence of mental health care, great 
losses of productivity and decline in effec-
tiveness of education. The adoption of 
ethereal post-modern philosophy of rela-
tivism invokes the “purity” of “personal 
truth” as a foundation for self-
determination and self-realization in a 
random universe. With this paradigm we 
have positioned mankind beyond the call 
and reach of any force outside ourselves 
and are thus becoming blinded, deaf, and 
dumbed to any notion of a singular crea-

tive source that constrains us by natural laws 
and a supernatural force of love that binds eve-
rything together.

Even those who profess to live according to 
precepts of common law derived from Biblical 
commands – while claiming to be shielded by 
faith – can be seen to be falling away, less and 
less prepared to resist temptation, less compe-
tent and less willing to follow in obedience as 
disciples of Christ – to minister to one-another 
and to the outcasts of our communities whom 
are paralyzed by poverty, fear, lack of 
knowledge, hope and faith. We have “learned” 
in conformity to the majority to overlook the 
growing numbers of this “caste” in our midst –
just as ancient people of God overlooked the 
unfortunate among themselves, only to be 
chastised by Jesu

Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 14
Christ who explained that His mission included 
the rescue of these children of God – all creat-
ed in His image - and commissioned his disci-
ples to do likewise. 

If we are unwilling to obey the Lord’s command-
ments to love, care, heal, and minister to all 
children of God – and moreover; to 
acknowledge that others are better than our-
selves as they are endowed with personal  gifts 
and divine purposes which are vital to the sal-
vation of all – then we are rejecting the Word of 
God and may find that although we anticipate 
invitation to enter the Kingdom of heaven, Je-
sus “will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you, 
away from me you evil doers’!” (Matthew 8:23).

We are at risk of becoming like those whom we 
shun and condemn as spiritually leprous. Para-
doxically, we often acknowledge and honor “at 
a safe distance” those servants of God who 
sacrifice comforts and self to follow in Spirit and 
truth Jesus’ commands to “go, the harvest is 
plentiful but the workers are few” (Luke10:2), 
because “when He saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them because they were har-
assed and helpless, like sheep without a shep-
herd” Matthew 9:37).

Therefore, let us pray for help to resist the 
temptation to withhold forgiveness for others 
who may have slipped in their walk following 
Jesus – but have not fallen in His eyes – who 
can be reset aright on the path alongside with 
us, so they may help us when we stumble. Let 
us be aware that “Therefore, since we are sur-
rounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us run with per-
severance the race, marked out for us. Let us 
fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy set before him en-
dured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Consider him who endured such opposition 
from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart” (Hebrews 12: 1-3).

Let the congregations consider Ezekiel’s warn-
ing to the flock over which the Lord is their 
shepherd. “As for you, my flock, this is what the 
sovereign Lord says: I will judge between one 
sheep and another, and between rams and 
goats. Is it not enough for you to feed on the 
good pasture? Must you also trample the rest of 
your pasture with your feet? Is it not enough for 
you to drink clear water? Must you also muddy 
the rest with your feet? Must my flock feed on 
what you have trampled and drink what you 
have muddied with your feet?  ……………… 
Because you shove with flank and shoulder, 
butting all the weak sheep with your horns until 
you have driven them away, I will save my 
flock, and they will no longer be plun-
dered” (Ezekiel 34:17 -22).

When Adam was confronted with his sin, he 
first “reacted” by blaming Eve, but God reached 
out to provide ways to resist temptation and He 
set them on a new path to reconciliation 
through obedience by choice. From Adam’s 
seed some chose Go

Continued on page 16
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A species is a group of living organisms con-
sisting of similar individuals capable 
of exchanging genes or interbreeding. 

Beetles (Order Coleoptera) are known to in-
clude some 350,000 described species.  These 
figures are rising constantly due to the naming 
of new species by taxonomists.

There are more than 1,000,000 different kinds 
(species) of insects known in the world. About 
7,000 new species 
are found each 
year. They are, by 
far, the most com-
mon animals on our 
planet. Scientists 
have estimated that 
there are 
around 8.7 mil-
lion species of 
plants and animals 
in existence.

More than 99% of all species that ever lived on 
Earth, amounting to over five billion species, 
are estimated to have died out. 

Taking the 350,000 species of beetles as an 
example, this means that there are 350,000 
different kinds of genitalia (male and female 
sexual parts) which can only breed with other.  
In other words there are 350,000 female geni-
talia designs and 350,000 male mating genita-
lia parts.  The sustained existence of the 
350,000 species of beetles is dependent upon 
the appropriate male and  female genitalia 
parts getting together.  They are dependent 
upon each other.

In the theory of evolution, these mating male 
and female genitalia develop by beneficial mu-

tations over millions of years.

The first catch to this is that half evolved geni-
talia don’t work.  They have to be fully devel-
oped to work.

The second catch is that when a male or fe-
male genitalia magically evolves to a state of 
working after millions of years, the other of the 
female or male genitalia have to also be inde-
pendently evolved to a state of workability in 

the same gener-
ation.  The first 
developed part of 
the pair cannot 
wait a million 
years for the sec-
ond part to 
evolve.  If the 
other is not im-
mediately availa-
ble and found, 
the species simp-
ly goes extinct.

Even if some beetle couple beats the fantastic 
odds and evolves to completion in the same 
generation, such luck is even more inconceiva-
ble for 350,000 beetle pairs to do it also.  The 
theory of evolution is based on all 350,000 
beetle pairs being able to do so.

The commonsense logic to this is easy for any-
one to see. One would have to be naïve to 
think this could happen by chance.

It is not just that this is inconceivable, the de-
sign of genitalia (and the whole of beetles and 
animals) is fantastically complex.  It takes a tru-
ly intelligent designer to do this.            

Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION #146: SEX: INDEPENDENT DEPENDENCE

Pho
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An excellent book to read.  Available on Amazon.
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Lance Decker 
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist

Tomball, TX
+1 (832) 534-0730

lance@lancedecker.com
www.lancedecker.com

Grief Support/Recovery Groups 
meet at Spring Creek Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at 

no cost. 
Individual programs available for a fee.

.

SERVINGG THEE GREATERR HOUSTONN AREAA 
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From Ray Scott 
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Jerry Heiderich: Director
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

311A East Calhoun Street, El Campo, TX 77437
Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964

jerry@gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com

Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd.

Katy Texas, 77494.  

Bible class at 9:00 am 
Worship at 10:00 am.

Please plan to attend and tell your 
friends and neighbors. Most important-

ly, please pray for this mission effort.
www.nfbcoc.org

     For more information, contact:        
info@nfbcoc.org
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Your free subscription can be renewed at www.occg.institute on the  mailing list tab.  When 
you “opt-in” to this email list you will receive the e-book IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION.
The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
the OCCG Institute with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  and is  solely responsible for the content.  Any an-
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September 1: Beginning of Online Virtual Worship Ser-
vices for smaller congregations.  For more information see 
page 2 and/or contact bbaugh@occg.institute.

Permission to reuse information:
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required.
Past copies can be found at occg.institute under the E-Magazine tab.

TTheree iss aa majorr differ-
encee betweenn intelligencee 

andd stupidity;; intelligencee 
hass itss limits! 

Albertt Einstein 

FIGHTT THEE GOODD 
FIGHTT 11 TIMM 1:18 


