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As is indicated in les-
son 6.8 CHURCH OR-
GANIZATION*, the 
qualifications of Shep-
herds are given in I 
Tim. 3:1-7 & Titus 1:5-
9, and the qualifica-
tions of Deacons are 
given in I Timothy 3:8-13.  The qualifications of 
Shepherds are more detailed, but there is not 
actually much difference in qualifications.   

 Continued on page 2 

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT  -  GOODNESS 
Goodness, defined 
as “the quality of 
being morally good 
or virtuous,” mani-
fests itself exter-
nally in the behav-
ior of an individual. 
Goodness reflects 
the commitment to 
God and to sharing 
His love with oth-
ers. Often we hear 
someone say, 
“God is good,” and 

the response of those around is “All the time.” 
This is a true statement. God is indeed good all 
the time. Unless your life reflects that goodness 
of God, you may be seen as unkind, bad, un-
loving, or other negative behaviors, even self-
ishness. Fill your life with God’s Word and let 
His goodness flow from your heart. 

.  

Continued on page 4 

GOD AS PARENT 
“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God 
through faith.” (Gal. 3:26 NIV) 
 
What kind of parent is God our Father?  
Throughout the entire Bible we never escape 
the label of children, which means we are al-
ways in need of guidance and instruction. Most 
parents want their children to be just like them-
selves. God has the same goal; He wants his 
children to have a godly character. Could we 
assume that He parents just like He told others 
to parent? 

Continued on page 3 

 THE MORE THINGS CHANGE, THE MORE 
THEY REMAIN THE SAME  

Reference:1 Corinthians 2 The “secret” to be-
coming transformed into an effective evangeliz-
ing disciple is Paul’s model: A “demonstration 
the Spirit’s power -so that your faith may 
not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s 
power.”  This lifestyle is firmly rooted in belief 
in and faithful obedience to Jesus and God the 
Father with the help and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.  ? 

Continued on page 5 
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As is indicated in lesson 6.8 CHURCH ORGANI-
ZATION*, the qualifications of Shepherds are 
given in I Tim. 3:1-7 & Titus 1:5-9, and the qualifi-
cations of Deacons are given in I Timothy 3:8-13.  
The qualifications of Shepherds are more de-
tailed, but there is not actually much difference in 
qualifications.   

ROLE AND AUTHORITY OF SHEPHERDS 

*  Congregational financial responsibility 
(Acts 11:27�30) 

* Send out missionaries (Acts 15:22) 

*  Send letters of recommendation (Acts 
15:23) 

*  Represent the church to others (Acts 
20:17) 

*  Shepherd the flock (Acts 20:28) 

*  Have charge over the flock (I Thes. 5:12) 

*  Oversee (I Tim. 3:2, Titus 1:7, I Peter 5:2, 
Heb. 13:17) 

*  Manage church (I Tim. 3:4�5) 

*  Have rule over the church (Heb. 13:17, I 
Tim. 5:17) 

*  Exhort (I Tim. 5:9) 

*  Refute (I Tim. 5:9) 

*  Pray for members (James 5:14) 

*  Feed the flock (I Peter 5:2) 

*  Public rebuke for continuing sinners is in-
structed in I Tim. 5:20. The responsibility 
for this would naturally fall under the su-
pervision of the overseers or rulers. 

This list clearly illustrates a comprehensive au-
thority of the Shepherds over the local congrega-
tion, and there a resultant responsibility for the 
results. 

There is no comparable listing of the duties of 
Deacons similar to the listing of the Shepherds.  

What is normally taught is that Deacons are in 
charge of tasks per the example in Acts 6:1-4. 

Acts 6:1-4 “Now at this time while the disciples 
were increasing in number, a complaint arose on 
the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native 
Hebrews, because their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily serving of food. So the 
twelve summoned the congregation of the disci-
ples and said, "It is not desirable for us to neglect 
the word of God in order to serve tables. There-
fore, brethren, select from among you seven 

men of good reputation, 
full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may 
put in charge of this task.  
But we will devote our-
selves to prayer and to 
the ministry of the 
word."  (NASV) 

As it is a completely reasonable understanding 
that the 7 men in Acts 6 were prototype Dea-
cons, it may also be reasonable to consider that 
the Apostles were acting as prototype Shep-
herds.  At the time of the events of Acts 6, nei-
ther Deacons or Shepherds had been defined. 

Acts 6 is not so much instructive about what 
Shepherds should do as it simply says that the 
need to devote themselves to prayer and minis-
try of the word.  That is repeated in  I Tim. 3:1-7 
& Titus 1:5�9.  It is more instructive is what they 
are not to do.  It  specifically teaches that they 
are not to neglect the word of God in order to 
serve tables.  They are to put other brethren in 
charge of this task, and by extension similar 
tasks or Deacon tasks. 

 

Continued on page 3 
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Shepherds are to manage the church (I Tim. 3:4-
5), which would imply that they are to delegate 
deacon-type work to others so that Shepherds  
can focus on spiritual guidance.  If the Deacons 
or others do not adequately perform the delegat-
ed tasks, the Shepherds are to guide them. This 
typically means they are to mentor them to do 
the job better, or move them to a task to which 
that individual is better suited to succeed.   That 
would additionally indicate that the Shepherds 
are not to do the deacon-type work which the 
Deacons are not doing well, except on a tempo-
rary basis as they are training or recruiting dea-
con-type workers.  

This would suggest that if Shepherds are doing 
Deacon tasks, they may be, by default, neglect-
ing the spiritual work of God:  comfort and conso-
lation and spiritual guidance of the congregation, 
prayer, and ministry of the word.  If a Shepherd 
feels that doing deacon-type work is his calling, 
he might consider becoming a Deacon. 

 

*https://occg.institute/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/6.8-
CHURCH-ORGANIZATION.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instruction in godliness:  God instructed His 
children to commit themselves wholeheartedly 
to His words. “Teach them [His principles] to 
your children. Talk about them when you are at 
home and when you are on the road, when you 
are going to bed and when you are getting 
up.” (Deut. 11:18, 19 NLT) This includes teach-
ing children to obey their parents. Obedience is 
the foundation for our relationship with our 
heavenly Father. 
 
A daily dose of discipline: When we love our 
children, we will discipline them. Discipline, of 
which punishment is one part,  means providing 
instruction and guidance, and correction when 
necessary, until the child develops self disci-
pline. “Those who spare the rod of discipline 
hate their children. Those who love their chil-
dren care enough to discipline them.” (Proverbs 
13:24 NLT) How does God handle this as a 
parent? “For the Lord disciplines those He 
loves, and He punishes each one He accepts 
as His child.” (Heb. 12:6f NLT)  
 
The goal of a parent: God has such high aspi-
rations for His children. He asks that we be holy 
as He is holy, love as He loves and grow in 
knowledge and wisdom. A godly earthly parent 
wants us to develop our skills so we can serve 
others. It will take a lifetime to become every-
thing our parent, God, wants us to be. Make it 
your goal to, “Find out what pleases the 
Lord.” (Eph. 5:10 NIV) 
 

Elizabeth Brown, Texarkana, TX 

Try  this as a woodworking project. 

PROTOTYPE SHEPHERDS P. 3             GOD AS A PARENT, P. 2 
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Generosity is one major part of goodness. It is 
unselfish and expresses itself through sharing. 
It extends to family and friends, strangers, and 
particularly those in need, and is offered not on-
ly as money, food and clothing, but also as time 
shared and assistance provided.  In one’s life; 
this is often described as sharing your time, tal-
ent and treasure. 

Jesus is our best example of what generosity 
looks like.  While Jesus didn't have much mon-
ey, He was the most generous person who ever 
lived.  Jesus listened, He healed, He taught, He 
led others and the He gave His life for all man-
kind. 

So how can we show the kind of generosity that 
Jesus did?  When we live by the Fruit of the 
Spirit,  everything we do is because we have 
the love of Jesus in us.  Remember that every-
thing that we own is first owned by God.  So 
sure, give generously financially.  But give your 
time to those who need someone to talk 
to.  Make meals for those who are sick.  Where 
you see a need, fill it.  Most of all, be generous 
in sharing the Gospel, because that is the 
greatest need of all. 

 

DEEDS OF THE FLESH: PROGRESS  

Webster’s antonyms for goodness are badness, 
evil doing, immorality, iniquity, sin, villainy, and 
wickedness.  Satan would not overtly offer 
these behaviors as desirable in his attempts to 
draw people away from Godly goodness.  Ra-
ther, he might suggest to you is that being 
good, being generous, consumes too much of 
your resources, both time and money. And like-
wise, he whispers, those needing your generos-
ity may not be deserving of your help; their sta-
tion in life, or behavior, makes them undeserv-
ing to be a drain on your resources.    

Satan might suggest instead that  you spend all 
your time and money on making progress in 

your personal endeavors, postponing help for 
those you may consider to be undeserving; you 
will reach your goals faster and will accomplish 
more.  He even suggests to you that if you in-
vest your resources in your personal life, you 
will be better equipped to help others in the fu-
ture! Unfortunately, for most, once on that self-
serving path,  that future of generous giving 
never comes. 

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT  -  GOODNESS P. 2 
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It received as the supernatural 
gift when each believer con-
fesses their belief and be-
comes baptized as a follower 
of Jesus. Then, through study 
of Scripture, one may become 
knowledgeable and capable of 
gaining wisdom concerning 
the will of God and able to 
perceive the unlimited scope 
of God’s power revealed in 
Jesus. As each one becomes 
increasingly aware of the 
presence of Holy Spirit, who 
now lives within, the fruitful 
evidence of this awareness is 
“Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, 
Kindness, Goodness, Faithful-
ness, Gentleness and Self-
control. Against such things 
there is no law.” (Galatians 5: 
22-23) 

The “wisdom of this age” is 
only worldly wisdom claimed 
by the worldly rulers “of this 
age” who “are coming to noth-
ing”. None of the rulers of “this 
age” (Roman and religious 
leaders) understood Jesus’ 
message or possessed any 
insight to Godly wisdom be-
cause they refused to believe, 
or chose to ignore Him.  

Throughout our world of today, worldly wisdom 
once again appears to be “the wisdom of 
choice” for many people who relish ambition for 
earthly power, wealth, fame and dominion over 
nations, and despise believers who question 
the consequences of turning away from God in 
order to “liberate” people. They pursue self-
satisfaction, “progressive reforms” self-
determination of biological construct and life-

styles which glorify indul-
gences, and criminal activi-
ty without restraint – in to-
tal negligence and repudia-
tion of previous societal 
norms. 

Unfortunately, it would 
seem that a great many 
people of the world 
“remain the same “as Je-
sus encountered them dur-
ing His mission “to seek 
and save the lost”. Howev-
er; Jesus Christ, The 
Light and Hope of the 
world, is NOT a footnote 
in history, because Jesus 
commissioned his disciples 
by announcing “All authori-
ty in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey 
everything I have com-
manded you. And surely I 
am with you to the very 
end of the age.”  

As Jesus prepared his Be-
lievers to witness the completion of His Mission. 
he told them they must not allow themselves to 
become discouraged by the intensity of evil 
they face in the world: “I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace. In 
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.”  

 

Larry S. Grubbs, Harrison, Ohio  

 The More Things Change, The More they Remain the Same  
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Sphincters are so common in the human body 
and have such an obvious purpose, you might 
think it to be something which atheistic evolu-
tion could do. 

A sphincter is a circular muscle that normally 
maintains constriction of a natural body pas-
sage or orifice and which relaxes as required 
for normal body functioning. Sphincters are 
found in many animals. There are over 60 
types in the human body, some microscopically 
small, in particular the millions of precapillary 
sphincters. A precapillary sphincter is a band of 
contractile mural cells either classified 
as smooth muscle or pericytes that ad-
just blood flow into capillaries. The capillaries 
are found throughout all muscles, and are so 
small that a red or white blood cell barely pass-
es through them.  The opening and closing of 
the precapillary sphincters literally controls the 
blood  pressure in the capillaries. 

Sphincters relax at death, often releas-
ing fluids and feces. 

The graphic shows the lower esophageal 
sphincter between the Esophagus and the 
Stomach, and the Pyloric sphincter between 
the stomach and the Duodenum or start of the 
small intestine.  These are two which you nev-
er know exist, unless you have a problem. 

A sphincter you will be more familiar with is the 
urinary sphincter.  The urinary sphincter is a 
muscle that surrounds your urethra. The 
sphincter squeezes the urethra to keep urine in 
the bladder until it is time to urinate.  When it is 
time to urinate and you are in an acceptable 
location, it relaxes to allow the urine to flow.  
You basically control your bladder sphincter, 
even though you have no idea how you do it.   

Your mouth would be another sphincter valve 
you are familiar with, but one you have con-
scious control over. 

But why would we suggest something so com-

mon would be impossible for atheistic evolution 
to do?   First it requires the circular design of a 
muscle placed in an appropriate location.  Sec-
ondly, it requires controlling nerves to be in 
place to, under normal circumstances,  keep 
the sphincter valve closed and then to relax it 
at appropriate times. Third, it requires comput-
er programming-type logic to tell the sphincter 
valve when to open and when to close.  Each 
of these three requirements are coded into the 
DNA of the sperm and egg at conception.  
Atheistic evolution simply has no means to pro-
gram DNA to  make this happen, and it is naïve 
to suggest that it does. 

The complex design of this common building 
block of life certainly teaches the need for an 
Intelligent Designer. 

 

Graphic from  clinicalgate.com/digestive-
system/ 

  

Benton F. Baugh    

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION #130  -  SPHINCTERS  
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Tent cards are business card size and are fold-
ed into a small tent.  You can hand them to 
someone or when you go to lunch, you can 
simply leave it on the table.  The purpose is to 
try to start  a discussion, or at least to give an 
invitation. 

They can provide a message like these sam-
ples or can say anything you like. 

Imagine you equip your members with 1000 of 
these and consider the impact it can have on 
your congregation. 

You can get products like these at your local 
printer or online by searching for tent cards. 

If you like contact us at info@occg.institute and 
we will assist you. 

PERSONAL EVANGELISM TENT CARDS  

INSIDE OF CARD OUTSIDE OF CARD 
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Personalized personal evangelism tri-
folds are a tool which has proven to be 
an effective way to begin conversations 
similarly to the Tent Cards discussed last 
month. 

These cards not only tell the basics 
about Churches of Christ, but also can 
give location details and service times 
about your specific congregation.  They 
can be edited to give whatever infor-
mation you think to be beneficial for 
you’re area and circumstance.   

Cards similar to this can be obtained 
from a number of printers, with 
Uprint.com being the one we have used.  
In the example shown we used a 5.5” x 
8.5” Z-Fold printed on the outside and 
inside in full color.  It is found under bro-
chures. 

The following will give the base costs for 
the tri-folds, with shipping being extra. 

100  $37.19 $0.38 ea. 

250  $106.31 $0.43 ea. 

1000  $238.49 $0.24 ea. 

10000  $1,074.46 $0.11 ea. 

You can go online and design any style 
tri-fold or other brochure you prefer.  As 
an alternative, if you like the wording and 
style on the example shown, we will have them 
printed for you.   

The following page shows the wording for  Lu-
ther Community Church of Christ.  If you want 
us to coordinate them for you, print the next 
page, mark it up as you like, and email it to 
bbaugh@occg.institute.  Our part of the pro-
cess will be a free service.  You will pay only for 
Uprint’s printing costs. 

If you deal with them directly, they will send a 
free sample of your printing.  As we have dealt 
with them before, they will not send us a free 
sample for you.  We will send you a free sam-
ple which looks like the following page before 
anything is printed.   

Hopefully this will be a method which will be of 
assistance to some congregations.  If you have 
another idea we can publish in a future issue, 

PERSONAL EVANGELISM TRI-FOLDS 
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PERSONAL EVANGELISM TRI-FOLDS  -  THE GOLDEN RULE 
This tract is a study in how to say enough to pique someone’s interest without offending them.  
We sometimes try to hard at not offending people that we water our messages down to 
platitudes.  This tract promotes actually saying something and the Wednesday Service Night 
concept.  The Wednesday Service Night concept is generally that most members do not need to 
sit in class #3001 but rather that it is time to start being of service. 

The Golden Rule looks 
at it from the opposite 
side from how we 
normally look at it. 
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Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery 

Specialist 
 

Tomball, TX 
+1 (832) 534-0730 

lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  

 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups meet at Spring Creek 
Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at no cost.  

 

Individual programs available for a fee. 
 

TITLW 

 
WE WANT TO BUY YOUR CHURCH! 

 
If you are planning to close down your Church of Christ in the 

greater Houston area, we are interested in matching you with a 
good funding source. 

***** 
If you know of someone else who is thinking about closing  

and selling their church, we would appreciate your telling us. 
***** 

THE CATALYST INITIATIVE 
PROMOTING THE GREAT COMMISSION BY ENCOURAGING STRONG MEMBERS  

TO START LOCAL CONGREGATIONS  

bbaugh@thearray.org 
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Need a hand with your student ministry? Here to 
help! Teaching, training, support and care for your 
ministers and volunteers. Twenty years in the 

trenches. Been there and done that. Let me know 
how I can serve and support your congrega on. 

Dave Blanchard 

daveblanchard@fuller.edu 

734‐516‐6008 

15.. Everything can change in the blink of 
an eye. But don't worry; God never 
blinks. 

16. Take a deep breath It calms the mind. 

   Source unknown.  
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Jerry Heiderich: Director 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

 
311A East Calhoun Street, El Campo, TX 77437 

Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964 
 

jerry@gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com 

  

Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most important-
ly, please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

 info@nfbcoc.org 
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RENEW YOUR FREE “SUBSCRIPTION”!!!! 
Your free subscription can be renewed at www.occg.institute on the  mailing list tab.  When 
you “opt-in” to this email list you will receive the e-book IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
the OCCG Institute with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  and is  solely responsible for the content.  Any an-
nouncements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@occg.institute. 

Circulation: 4000 congregations and individual members 

Advertisements (no charge): Send to info@occg.institute 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
HOUSTON PREACHERS AND LEADERS LUNCHEON Every second Tuesday except Decem-
ber, For  information contact David Wardrup - cell: (281)635-3135; davidcwardrup@gmail.com or 
Cruz Hernandez - cell: (713) 560-9080; cruzalbertohdz2017@gmail.com 

  

To post your event: info@occg.institute  

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 
Past copies can be found at occg.institute under the E-Magazine tab. 

 

I’m good at diet-
ing any time ex-

cept right now.   
Barry & Ace 
 

 LIFE IS 
SHORT 


