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Patience is translated in some Biblical versions 
as "longsuffering" or "endurance".   Patience is 
the virtue of suffering interruption 
or delay with composure and 
without complaint.  Patience is to 
suffer annoyance, insult or mis-
treatment with self-restraint.  Pa-
tience is refusing to be pro-
voked; and to suffer burdens and 
difficult tasks with resolve and 
determination. It is also the will-
ingness to slow down for an-
other’s benefit and to set aside 
one’s personal plans and con-
cerns.  It is to go at another’s 
pace and to take whatever time 
is necessary to address their 
need. 

 Continued on page 2 

IN GOD’S PRESENCE 

“I Just want to be where you are, 
Dwelling daily in your presence; 
I don’t want to worship from afar, 

Draw me near to where you are.” (Don Moen) 
 

On Wednesday night we were singing, I Want 
to Be  where You Are, by Don Moen, and that is 
a lovely thought. We want to live in God’s pres-
ence forever. But I thought, even more awe-
inspiring is the thought that God wants to be 
where we are. He has always wanted to live 
with His people and now lives in those who love 
and obey Him.   

Continued on page 3 

TIME SENSITIVE ALERTS 
 Everyone commonly re-
ceives “TIME SENSITIVE” 
mail, e-mail, store advertise-
ments, etc. to spur one into 
action to be the first to pur-
chase, “while supplies last”, 
and meet urgent “deadlines” 
to contribute “critical” support 
to politicians or others seek-
ing one’s agreement to con-
form to proposed changes in 
one’s life.  In truth, the only 
meaningful support one 
should agree to provide is 
their decision to VOTE and to 
give PERSONAL, PUBLIC 

TESTIMONY concerning observations about 
actual performance vs promises. 

Continued on page 3 
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Do you know anyone who is patient all the 
time? If you do, you probably sense that person 
is trusting in God. Another word for patience 
some translations use is longsuffering, which 
means slow to anger or not easily provoked. 
The fruit of patience is displayed when a person 
has the Holy Spirit living in his or her heart. The 
Holy Spirit longs for the opportunity to display 
the fruit of patience to the world through Chris-
tians. 

Remember that every good and perfect gift 
comes from God, Who gives us the ability to be 
patient.  When we serve Him by showing our 
patience, He receives the glory.  His love 
moves through us as we exhibit that patience; 
through Him, we are becoming more refined, 
thus more spiritually mature. 

“Knowing this, that the trying of your faith wor-
keth patience.  But let patience have her perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and entire, want-
ing nothing.” James 1:3-4 

Do you show generosity when you know some-
one who is going 
through a tough time 
and needs a friend’s 
support? Do you hold 
onto your faith in the 
face of a world crisis, or 
a battle with a health 
issue?  Are you a humble, meek, 
and gentle servant of Jesus, showing love and 
compassion in every way? 

All of these things take self-control; for most of 
us, that doesn't come naturally.  It comes by 
allowing that Holy Spirit to connect our branch 
to the vine that is Jesus Christ. 

Generally, the Greek world applied the word 
patience to a man who could avenge himself 
but did not. This word is often used in the 
Greek Scriptures in reference to God and God's 
attitude to humans. Exodus 34:6 describes the 
Lord as "slow to anger and rich in kindness and 
fidelity." 
  
DEEDS OF THE FLESH: INSTANT GRATIFI-
CATION 

If a fruit of the spirit is the patience you receive 
from having a right relationship with God, what 
Satan will use to entice you is instant gratifica-
tion.  This instant gratification is typically a short
-term benefit for a long-term loss. 

Have you ever heard someone say, “he flies off 
the handle?” Does that reaction mirror to the 
world God’s patience and longsuffering,  or in-
stead the natural tendency of man to get  
something off their chest and put it on the chest 
of someone else?  

It makes common sense not to run up a large 
credit card bill, thinking that 
you “deserve” to have a new 
thing or a new treat now  ( in-
stant gratification);  such an 
action would result in paying 
off high credit card interest 
rates.  In many cases people 

ultimately pay more in credit card interest rate 
payments than the original cost of the desired 
item, a clear example of the lack of patience 
causing long-term financial damage. 

Gambling is another case where the desire for 
a quick gain is so bad a decision that they can 
use your money to build giant casinos.  

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT  -  PATIENCE P. 2 
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So also is the importance of being spurred to 
action when urged to respond to the “TIME 
SENSITIVE” call of the gospel of Jesus Christ:  
The common risks and uncertainty of daily cir-
cumstances beyond our control that may unex-
pectedly result in death also calls for our urgent 
consideration to apply for salvation “while sup-
plies last”, because since God created man 
with the option of free will, the window of oppor-
tunity to choose Jesus 
“expires” when we ex-
pire.   

Because Jesus is the 
Way, the Truth, and the 
Life  and “no one comes 
to the Father except by 
Me”, He has already 
purchased each and 
every person’s passage 
to eternal life with up-
front opportunity for citi-
zenship in the Kingdom 
of God beginning with a 
decision to  believe on 
him, ”follow “ him and 
give public  personal 
testimony concerning 
results of the transform-
ative work of the indwell-
ing Holy Spirit which ex-
ceeds all human expec-
tations.  This allows 
each follower to experi-
ence the benefits of 
God’s custom plan be-
ginning in the present, to live moment-by-
moment with benefit of guidance and power 
provided by the indwelling Living Counselor to 
transform our PRESENT life and the lives of 
others around us.      
  

Larry S. Grubbs, Harrison, Ohio 

But the wonder of God living in us is that it 
doesn’t contaminate His being, it makes us bet-
ter. What a compassionate God who would 
come into our unholy lives to transform us. 
“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this 
world, but let God transform you into a new per-
son by changing the way you think. Then you 
will learn to know God’s will for you, which is 
good and pleasing and perfect.” (Romans 12:2 

NLT) 

“Don’t you realize that all of 
you together are the temple of 
God and that the Spirit of God 
lives in you?” (I Cor. 3:16 NLT) 

And this is the promise. If God 
lives in us, we become more 
like Him. Listen, ask for guid-
ance, insight and understand-
ing.  Seek God’s wisdom with 
all you heart. Live in His pres-
ence with confidence, knowing 
that His presence is His prom-
ise.  “And Christ lives within 
you, so even though your body 
will die because of sin, the 
Spirit gives you life because 
you have been made right with 
God. The Spirit of God, who 
raised Jesus from the dead, 
lives in you…” (Romans 8:10, 
11a NLT) 

Cultivate awareness of God’s presence. Be 
hospitable and considerate of this holy guest. 
Listen. Where is He working in your life today? 

Elizabeth Brown, Texarkana 

 

  Time Sensitive Alerts          IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
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You might have 
even asked the question yourself. Why bother? 

      , 
but I think it’s increasingly evident that it no long-
er makes sense to attend church. 

  

 

WHY ATTENDING CHURCH NO LONGER MAKES SENSE  



 

5 

  THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
       AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH 

WHY ATTENDING CHURCH NO LONGER MAKES SENSE, P. 2 
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WHY ATTENDING CHURCH NO LONGER MAKES SENSE, P.3  
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“When pregnant, the cells of the baby migrate 
into the mothers bloodstream and then circle 
back into the baby, it’s called “fetal-maternal 
microchimerism”. 

For 41 weeks, the cells circulate and merge 
backwards and forwards, and after the baby is 
born, many of these cells stay in the mother’s 
body, leaving a permanent imprint in the moth-
ers tissues, bones, brain, and skin, and often 
stay there for decades. Every single child a 
mother has afterwards will leave a similar im-
print on her body, too. 

  Even if a pregnancy doesn't go to 
full term or if you have an abortion, 
these cells still migrate into your 
bloodstream. 

Research has shown that if a 
mother's heart is injured, fetal cells 
will rush to the site of the injury and 
change into different types of cells 
that specialize in mending the 
heart. 

The baby helps repair the mother, 
while the mother builds the baby. 

How cool is that? 

This is often why certain illnesses 
vanish while pregnant. 

It’s incredible how mothers bodies 
protect the baby at all costs, and 
the baby protects & rebuilds the 
mother back - so that the baby can 
develop safely and survive. 

Think about crazy cravings for a 
moment. What was the mother de-
ficient in that the baby made them 
crave? 

Studies have also shown cells from 
a fetus in a mothers brain 18 years 
after she gave birth. How amazing 

is that?”  

If you’re a mom you know how you can intui-
tively feel your child even when they are not 
there….Well, now there is scientific proof that 
moms carry them for years and years even af-
ter they have given birth to them. 

I find this to be so very beautiful.  

October 21, 2021 Heart Prints article from 
Glenn Lochte’s website. 

 

“FETAL-MATERNAL MICROCHIMERISM” 
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Skunks are mammals in the family Mephitidae. 
They are known for their ability to spray a liquid 
with a strong, unpleasant scent from their anal 
glands. Different species of skunk vary in ap-
pearance from black-and-white to brown, 
cream or ginger colored, but all have warning 
coloration.  

Although the most common fur color is black 
and white, some skunks are brown or grey and 
a few are cream-colored. All skunks are 
striped, even from birth. They may have a sin-
gle thick stripe across the back and tail, two 
thinner stripes, or a series of white spots and 
broken stripes (in the case of the spotted 
skunk) 

Although skunks have excellent senses of 
smell and hearing, they have poor vision, being 
unable to see objects more than about 3 m 
(10 ft) away, thus making them vulnerable 
to death by road traffic. They have short lives; 
their lifespan in the wild can reach seven 
years, with most living only up to a year. 

Skunks are notorious for their anal scent 
glands, which they can use as a defensive 
weapon. Skunks have two glands, one on each 
side of the anus. These glands produce the 
skunk's spray, which is a mixture of sulfur-
containing chemicals such as thiols 
(traditionally called mercaptans), and has an 
offensive odor. The thiols also make their spray 
highly flammable. Muscles located next to the 
scent glands allow them to spray with a high 
degree of accuracy, as far as 3 m (10 ft). The 
spray can cause irritation and even temporary 
blindness, and is sufficiently powerful to be de-
tected by a human nose up to 5.6 km (3.5 
miles) downwind. 

Skunks carry just enough of the chemical for 
five or six successive sprays – about 15 cm3 – 
and require up to ten days to produce another 
supply.  Skunk spray is composed mainly of 

three low-molecular-weight thiol compounds, 
(E)-2-butene-1-thiol, 3-methyl-1-butanethiol, 
and 2-quinolinemethanethiol, as well 
as acetate thioesters.  

Skunks are common in suburban areas. Fre-
quent encounters with dogs and other domes-

tic animals, and the release of the odor when a 
skunk is run over, have led to many miscon-
ceptions about the removal of skunk odor, in-
cluding the pervasive idea that tomato juice will 
neutralize the odor. These household remedies 
are ineffective. The Humane Society of the 
United States recommends treating dogs using 
a mixture of dilute hydrogen peroxide (3%), 
baking soda, and dishwashing liquid. 

This special talent of  the skunk requires the 
concept and DNA programming for the produc-
tion of the three low-molecular-
weight thiol compounds, a gland to store it in, 
special muscles to pump it out and the ability to 
accurately aim with its rear end.  It is some-
thing which a small animal such as a skunk 
can do.  It is the sign of an intelligent designer, 
and that intelligent designer is God. 

 

Benton F. Baugh  

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION #129 — SKUNKS 

Skunk raising its tail as a 
warning it is about to 

spray you. 

Information and pictures from Wikipedia 
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Tent cards are business card size and are fold-
ed into a small tent.  You can hand them to 
someone or when you go to lunch, you can 
simply leave it on the table.  The purpose is to 
try to start  a discussion, or at least to give an 
invitation. 

They can provide a message like these sam-
ples or can say anything you like. 

Imagine you equip your members with 1000 of 
these and consider the impact it can have on 
your congregation. 

You can get products like these at your local 
printer or online by searching for tent cards. 

If you like contact us at info@occg.institute and 
we will assist you. 

PERSONAL EVANGELISM TENT CARDS  

INSIDE OF CARD OUTSIDE OF CARD 
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PERSONAL EVANGELISM TRI-FOLDS  -  THE GOLDEN RULE 
This tract is a study in how to say enough to pique someone’s interest without offending them.  
We sometimes try to hard at not offending people that we water our messages down to 
platitudes.  This tract promotes actually saying something and the Wednesday Service Night 
concept.  The Wednesday Service Night concept is generally that most members do not need to 
sit in class #3001 but rather that it is time to start being of service. 

The Golden Rule looks 
at it from the opposite 
side from how we 
normally look at it. 
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Personalized personal evangelism tri-
folds are a tool which has proven to be 
an effective way to begin conversations 
similarly to the Tent Cards discussed last 
month. 

These cards not only tell the basics 
about Churches of Christ, but also can 
give location details and service times 
about your specific congregation.  They 
can be edited to give whatever infor-
mation you think to be beneficial for 
you’re area and circumstance.   

Cards similar to this can be obtained 
from a number of printers, with 
Uprint.com being the one we have used.  
In the example shown we used a 5.5” x 
8.5” Z-Fold printed on the outside and 
inside in full color.  It is found under bro-
chures. 

The following will give the base costs for 
the tri-folds, with shipping being extra. 

100  $37.19 $0.38 ea. 

250  $106.31 $0.43 ea. 

1000  $238.49 $0.24 ea. 

10000  $1,074.46 $0.11 ea. 

You can go online and design any style 
tri-fold or other brochure you prefer.  As 
an alternative, if you like the wording and 
style on the example shown, we will have them 
printed for you.   

The following page shows the wording for  Lu-
ther Community Church of Christ.  If you want 
us to coordinate them for you, print the next 
page, mark it up as you like, and email it to 
bbaugh@occg.institute.  Our part of the pro-
cess will be a free service.  You will pay only for 
Uprint’s printing costs. 

If you deal with them directly, they will send a 
free sample of your printing.  As we have dealt 
with them before, they will not send us a free 
sample for you.  We will send you a free sam-
ple which looks like the following page before 
anything is printed.   

Hopefully this will be a method which will be of 
assistance to some congregations.  If you have 
another idea we can publish in a future issue, 

PERSONAL EVANGELISM TRI-FOLDS 
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Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery 

Specialist 
 

Tomball, TX 
+1 (832) 534-0730 

lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  

 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups meet at Spring Creek 
Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at no cost.  

 

Individual programs available for a fee. 
 

TITLW 

 
WE WANT TO BUY YOUR CHURCH! 

 
If you are planning to close down your Church of Christ in the 

greater Houston area, we are interested in matching you with a 
good funding source. 

***** 
If you know of someone else who is thinking about closing  

and selling their church, we would appreciate your telling us. 
***** 

THE CATALYST INITIATIVE 
PROMOTING THE GREAT COMMISSION BY ENCOURAGING STRONG MEMBERS  

TO START LOCAL CONGREGATIONS  

bbaugh@thearray.org 
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Need a hand with your student ministry? Here to 
help! Teaching, training, support and care for your 
ministers and volunteers. Twenty years in the 

trenches. Been there and done that. Let me know 
how I can serve and support your congrega on. 

Dave Blanchard 

10. When it comes to chocolate, 
resistance is futile. 

11. Make peace with your past so it won't 
screw up the present. 

12. It's OK to let your children see you 
cry.      Source unknown.  
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Jerry Heiderich: Director 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

 
311A East Calhoun Street, El Campo, TX 77437 

Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964 
 

jerry@gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com 

  

Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most important-
ly, please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

 info@nfbcoc.org 
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RENEW YOUR FREE “SUBSCRIPTION”!!!! 
Your free subscription can be renewed at www.occg.institute on the  mailing list tab.  When 
you “opt-in” to this email list you will receive the e-book IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
the OCCG Institute with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  and is  solely responsible for the content.  Any an-
nouncements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@occg.institute. 

Circulation: 4000 congregations and individual members 

Advertisements (no charge): Send to info@occg1.institute 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

BESIDE STILL WATERS ELDERS WORKSHOP, Mannford Oklahoma, 9/10/2022, https://
www.mannfordchurchofchrist.com/elder-workshop 

HOUSTON PREACHERS AND LEADERS LUNCHEON Every second Tuesday except Decem-
ber, For  information contact David Wardrup - cell: (281)635-3135; davidcwardrup@gmail.com or 
Cruz Hernandez - cell: (713) 560-9080; cruzalbertohdz2017@gmail.com 

 To post your event: info@occg.institute  

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 
Past copies can be found at occg.institute under the E-Magazine tab. 

 

If you try you risk 
failure, if you do not 

try, you ensure it.  
Barry & Ace 

 

 It is well 
with my 

soul 


