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  THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
       AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH 

The Bible says in Exodus chapter 20  that God 
spoke to Moses face to face (verse 1) and that 
you cannot see God’s face (verse 20).  This ap-
parent conflict in the Bible is explained starting 
on page 8. 

  OCCG CHURCH GROWTH WORKSHOP 
The OCCG Church Growth Workshop held Oc-
tober 9 at the Hyatt Regency West in Houston 
was an outstanding meeting of brothers and 
sisters on the topic of key components in 
church growth.   

The general theme of the workshop was that 
your congregation can grow relative to your ser-
vice area growth rate.  However, it will not 
simply take a fresh coat of paint on practices 
which are not presently working, or one new 
program; it will mean a fresh look at everything.  
While you must remain scriptural, you do not 
need to maintain some of our traditions which 
have taken on the feeling of being a scriptural 
requirement.  

Continued on page 2 

THE POWER OF PRISON MINISTRY   

 When a person comes to Christ in prison, all 
other prisoners – “a captive audience” can see 
for themselves the power of redemption: 
change in attitude, behavior and perspective of 

the future as they witness the transforming 
work of the Holy Spirit among them.   

 Continued on page 6 

BE STRONG IN THE LORD   “Be self-controlled 

and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion looking for someone to de-
vour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith…” (I 
Peter 5:8 NIV) 

 Continued on page 6 

AN ELEGY FOR CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
Beginning on page 15  Is  a  reprinted  ar cle 

by  a member of  the  Independent Chris an 

Churches  about  the  Churches  of  Christ.  

Hold onto your hat before you read this. 

 Continued on page 15 
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As seen in the photograph above, Philip Bailey 
of Memorial Houston was speaking to a full 
house.  There were 81 seats available and res-
ervations plus walk-ins equaled 78 for 96% of 
capacity.  This included leaders from 19 area 
congregations for a broad representation. 

Seven keys for sustained church growth were 
discussed, including prospect traffic, goals, 
member involvement, 21st century learning, in-
formation systems, organizational changes, 
and knowing the importance of what we are 
doing. 

Three specific personal evangelism items 
discussed were prayer tents, which have 
worked well for Deer Park Church of Christ, 
tent style business cards (see page 3), and 
small trifold tracts which can be easily hand-
ed out (To be discussed in more detail next 
month). 

Some of the presentations were verbal only, 
some with PowerPoint, and some were Pow-
erPoints with notes included.   

The PowerPoints  with speaker notes for this 
program are posted at www.occg.institute 
under the WORKSHOPS TAB.  A video was 
taken and is being processed.  It will be post-
ed as soon as practical for anyone to watch. 

If you would like to have a workshop at your 
congregation or you would like to help host and 
area wide workshop, let us know at 
bbaugh@occg.institute.  The fresh point of view 
in these workshops should be a benefit to any-
one, especially congregations which are pres-
ently in declining attendance. 

 

OCCG WORKSHOP P. 2 

 

Foster’s Home for Children 
 

“More than a home, 
A sanctuary.” 

Placement applica ons accepted. 
Employment applica ons welcome. 

Applica ons and dona ons accepted online at 
www.fostershome.org 
Stephenville, Texas  
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It is always difficult to 
start a personal evan-
gelism discussion.   The 
sign to the right we saw 
in Marble Falls, TX last 
week illustrates part of 
our problem.  It clearly 
infers that all you have 
to do is believe in Je-
sus, and there are no 
rules to follow.  Ignoring 
the fact that “Just Je-
sus” is itself a rule and 
is judgmental against 
Mohammad, Buddha, 
and some other guys, 
we shall proceed. 

Churches of Christ with 
the NT:OA basic philos-

ophy of only following the New Testament and 
following all of it says “burdens” us with telling 
people there are, in fact, rules to follow. 

The tent cards are business card size and are 
folded into a small tent.  You can hand them to 
someone or when you go to lunch, you can 
simply leave it on the table.  

The purpose is to try to start  a discussion.  It 
directly addresses the sign in Marble Falls and 
what a lot of other groups are telling their fol-
lowers: faith only will save you.   

The card shown below says if someone has 
told you that faith only will save you, Jesus said 
“If you love me,” and stops.  If the reader flips 
the card over to find the end of the sentence, 
he or she will find that Jesus said “keep my 
commandments”. 

 It is always difficult to start a personal evange-
lism discussion.   The sign to the right we saw 
in Marble Falls, TX last week illustrates part of 
our problem.  It clearly infers that all you have 
to do is believe in Jesus, and there are no rules 
to follow.  Ignoring the fact that “Just Jesus” is 
itself a rule and is judgmental against Moham-
mad, Buddha, and some other guys, we shall 
proceed. 

Churches of Christ with the NT:OA basic philos-
ophy of only following the New Testament and 
following all of it says “burdens” us with telling 

people there are, in fact, rules to follow. 

 

Continue on page 4 

  PERSONAL EVANGELISM TENT CARDS            
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The tent cards are business card size and are 
folded into a small tent.  You can hand them to 
someone or when you go to lunch, you can 
simply leave it on the table.  

The purpose is to try to start  a discussion.  It 
directly addresses the sign in Marble Falls and 
what a lot of other groups are telling their fol-
lowers: faith only will save you.   

The card shown below says if someone has 
told you that faith only will save you, Jesus said 
“If you love me,” and stops.  If the reader flips 
the card over to find the end of the sentence, 
he or she will find that Jesus said “keep my 
commandments”. 

                 OUTSIDE OF CARD 

 

You can go to their website and use their online 
design tool and create any design you like or 

we can do the attached design for you.  If we 
do it for you, it will actually have the stripes on 
them which are shown on the cards above.  We 
do not accept payments, so if we do this for 
you, you will make a $78.00 check to the Okla-
homa Christian College General Fund.  If we do 
it for you, there is an ordering form on the fol-
lowing page. 

I 

We could like your input; if you have a sugges-
tion of a better message for the cards, let us 
know at bbaugh@occg.institute.  
 

 

             PERSONAL EVANGELISM TENT CARDS              

INSIDE OF CARD 
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Continued from page 1  

We also live as captives confined by conformity 
to a worldview culture. However, since we were 
baptized into Christ, we no longer choose to 
conform to the world but are being transformed 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. We are no longer 
concerned with worldly temptations because we 
no longer succumb to the desire for things of 
this world and have exchanged the perishable 
false “loves”, selfish ways and worry for Love of 
God and sacrificial service to Jesus Our Lord. 
We live by faith, sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see. We are free of 
sin and empowered by the Holy Spirit to reach 
out to the lost as Jesus’ Disciples – set apart to 
do good works planned in advance by God – 
filled with the Holy Spirit and visible to all by the 
Light of Life. 

We are commissioned by Jesus Christ to go – 
as His ambassadors- declaring the truth of the 
Gospel message by our personal eyewitness 
account of coming to Christ by the grace of 
God, our experience of transformation and our 
desire to show His love by the love we have for 
one-another so that the world may know the 
secret of discipleship .  

 

Let us come before God daily, echoing the 
praise and petition recorded in Psalm 71:17-18: 

Since my youth, O god, you have taught me, 

And to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. 

Even when I am old and gray, 

Do not forsake me, O God, 

Till I declare your power to the next generation, 

Your might to all who are to come. 

There is no secret what God can do! 

 

Larry S. Grubbs Harrison, Ohio 

Continued from page 1  

Peter says there are ferocious predators just 
waiting to pounce. There is a cunning, devious, 
hidden nature to those things bent on destroy-
ing our faith.   They numb, distract and blot out 
spiritual awareness. We need skills to over-
come every diversion.   

STRENGTHEN YOUR FAITH: Increase your 
knowledge, goodness, self-control, persever-
ance, kindness and love. Take a firm stand on 
the truth and persevere. One of the most cun-
ning ploys is the demand for tolerance of evil. It 
takes strength and self-control to stand your 
ground. 

STAY ALERT: There are many enemies of 
alertness. Whether caring for a loved one or 
staying up too late binging on a TV series – the 
result is the same. Too little sleep makes us 
more vulnerable to the enemy. Exhaustion 
whether our fault or not has the same effect.  
Live a balanced prudent lifestyle as much as 
possible to stay out of trouble.  

RESIST! Recognize that there are many ene-
mies seeking to destroy our faith. Be strong in 
the Lord. Be aware of your surroundings, stay 
away from places of darkness and sin. We are 
to avoid worldliness that contaminates our 
souls. May the Lord bless every effort toward 
strength, purity and holiness. 

Elizabeth Brown  

 

 

NT:OA 

 THE POWER OF PRISON MINISTRY      BE STRONG IN THE LORD           



 

7 

  THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
       AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery 

Specialist 
 

Tomball, TX 
+1 (832) 534-0730 

lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  

 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups meet at Spring Creek 
Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at no cost.  

 

Individual programs available for a fee. 
 

 
WE WANT TO BUY YOUR CHURCH! 

 
If you are planning to close down your Church of Christ in the 

greater Houston area, we are interested in matching you with a 
good funding source. 

***** 
If you know of someone else who is thinking about closing  

and selling their church, we would appreciate your telling us. 
***** 

THE CATALYST INITIATIVE 
PROMOTING THE GREAT COMMISSION BY ENCOURAGING STRONG MEMBERS  

TO START LOCAL CONGREGATIONS  

bbaugh@thearray.org 

NT:OA 
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 SUMMARY: An apparent conflict exists in Exodus 33 on whether Moses did or did 
not see God although they were talking face to face.  The apparent conflict is a mis-
interpretation considering face to face is a relational term and seeing is a vision term; 
and that 4 verses say that God is an invisible spirit which cannot be seen. 

 

Questions have arisen on the apparent conflict between Exodus 33:1 which says “used to 
speak to Moses face to face” and Exodus 33:20 which says “You cannot see My face”. 

A first point to notice is that this is not a conflict between the books of Exodus and Matthew 
which were written years apart by different authors even likely speaking different languages.  
This is within the same chapter of Exodus in the same writing by the same author. It is far 
more likely to be a mis-interpretation than a conflict.   

Secondly, it is comparing apples to oranges.  Face to face is a relational term whereas 
seeing my face if a vision term.  It would be reasonable to say two blind men were talking 
face to face, but were not seeing each other. 

Thirdly, the Bible clearly states in 4 verses (following) that God is invisible, so He cannot be 
seen.  God is a spirit being which we are not able to fully comprehend in our lifetimes, but 
apparently being a spirit and being invisible are part of it. 

That being said it is reasonable to say that God and Moses were proximately located and 
talking, but Moses did not see God. 

VERSES APPROPRIATE TO THIS DISCUSSION:  

Exodus 33:11 Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to 
his friend. When Moses returned to the camp, his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young 
man, would not depart from the tent. 

Exodus 33:18-23 Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory! And He said, “I Myself 
will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the Lord before 
you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I 
will show compassion.”  But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and 
live!”  (me or face?) Then the Lord said, “Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall stand 
there on the rock; and it will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in 
the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by. “Then I will take My 
hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.” 

 

John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom 
of the Father, He has explained Him. 

1 John 4:12 No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, 
and His love is perfected in us. 
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VERSES SAYING GOD IS INVISIBLE 

I Timothy 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Hebrews 11:27  (Moses) By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he 
endured, as seeing Him who is unseen. 

Romans 1:20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, 
so that they are without excuse. 

Colossians 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 



[Type text] 

 

 
 
 
 

Good News That You Can Use In Times Like These! 
   Ephesians 3:20      Sunday November 14, 2021   Isaiah 43:19 
 Welcome to the Beaufort Church of Christ 

“Where All the Doors Swing Loose on Welcome Hinges to You and to Yours!” 
This Is A Special Invitation for YOU and Your Family! 

           Gospel Meeting REVIVAL! Get It Done In 2021! 
Our prayer for you and your family is in III John 1:2, “Beloved, I Wish Above  
All Things That You May Prosper And Be In Health, Even As Your Soul Prospers!”   
 “It’s In the Book! Take a Look!” We Speak Where the Bible Speaks and We Are Silent Where 
the Bible Is Silent! The Church That Is Biblically Alive Is Worth The Drive! Come Learn God’s 
Word, Obey His Will And Stay In His Way! 
 

SPEAKER:  Dr. Jonas Gadson, DTM is an International Motivational Speaker, Corporate Trainer, 
Radio Personality, Best Selling Author, Expert Communication Coach and Minister of the Beaufort 
Church of Christ.  He has been teaching and preaching the Word of God for over 40 years across the 
country and never been on the Church payroll! He is an Evangelistic Catalyst baptizing thousands of 
people into Christ. Many members of the body of Christ have been strengthened by his sound 
teaching and preaching the Gospel and have become teachers, preachers, elders and deacons in 
the Church! He retired after 30 years with Xerox Corporation and Eastman Kodak Company where 
he trained over 8,000 employees from 69 countries and earned the Trainer of the Year Award!  He 
established this mission work in Beaufort, SC in 2005! Dr. Gadson will deliver Educational, 
Inspirational, Transformational and Motivational Messages that Are Good News for These Times! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BEAUFORT CHURCH OF CHRIST  
170 ROBERT SMALLS PARKWAY ▪ BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 29906 

BONUS FROM JONAS “The Church That Is Biblically Alive Is Worth The Drive!” 
“GOD Is Great All The Time And All The Time GOD Is Great!” Psalm 145:3  

    Good News That You Can Use In Times Like These!  
Ephesians 3:20 Gospel Meeting REVIVAL! Sunday November 14, 2021 Isaiah 43:19 

 Morning Bible Study for All Ages at 10am 
Morning Worship Service 11:15am to 1pm ■ Special Afternoon Worship 3:30 pm to 5pm  

All Services Are Held At the Beaufort Church of Christ  
170 Robert Smalls Parkway Beaufort, South Carolina 29906  

(843) 379-8145 or (585) 703-9547■jg@jonasbonus.com ■www.BeaufortCoC.com                    
COVID19 Notice:  We are observing distancing and wearing masks. However, if you don’t want to 

come to the building you can still participate in the Worship Services by dialing our  
Telephone Conference Call Line:  Dial Direct: 1-425-585-6574 

BONUS FROM JONAS “The Church That Is Biblically Alive Is Worth The Drive!” 

Our Regular Worship Services  
Sunday Morning Bible Study for all ages 10 am 
Sunday Morning Worship Service       11:15 am 
Wednesday Night Bible Study  
“Hour of Power!”              7pm-8pm 
Dial our Telephone Conference Call Line: 1-425-585-6574 

Beaufort Church of Christ 
COVID19 Notice: We are observing safe distancing 
and wearing masks. If you don’t want to come to the 
building you can still participate in the Worship 
Services by dialing our Telephone Conference Call Line:  

Dial Direct: 1-425-585-6574 

Dr. Jonas Gadson, Minister 
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Need a hand with your student ministry? Here to 
help! Teaching, training, support and care for your 
ministers and volunteers. Twenty years in the 

trenches. Been there and done that. Let me know 
how I can serve and support your congrega on. 

Dave Blanchard 

daveblanchard@fuller.edu 

734‐516‐6008 

16 - Ambition is a poor excuse for not having  
       enough sense to be lazy. 
17 - Hard work pays off in the future; laziness  
        pays off now. 
18 - I intend to live forever... So far, so good. 
 

Steven Wright  
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As mentioned last month, Tetraodontidae is 
a family of  fish in the order Tetraodontiformes. 
The family includes many familiar species vari-
ously 
called pufferfish, puffers, balloonfish, blowfish, 
globefish, swellfish, toadfish, toadies, honey 
toads, sugar toads, and sea squab. 

The puffer's unique and distinctive natural de-
fenses help compensate for its slow locomo-
tion. They can move with a sudden burst of 
speed, blow themselves up like a ball, and 
have pointy spines which make them hard to 
swallow and can choke their predators. 

A catfish would be lucky to have such defens-
es, but the puffer fish designer was not done 
yet.  

Predators that do manage to swallow the puffer 
may find their stomachs full 
of tetrodotoxin (TTX), making puffers an un-
pleasant, possibly lethal, choice of prey.  

This neurotoxin is found primarily in 
the ovaries and liver, although smaller amounts 
exist in the intestines and skin, as well as trace 
amounts in muscle. It does not always have a 
lethal effect on large predators, such as 
sharks, but it can kill humans. 

Pufferfish can be lethal if not served properly. 
Puffer poisoning usually results from consump-
tion of incorrectly prepared puffer soup, fugu 
chiri, or occasionally from raw puffer 
meat, sashimi fugu. While chiri is much more 
likely to cause death, sashimi fugu often caus-
es intoxication, light-headedness, and numb-
ness of the lips. Pufferfish tetrodotoxin dead-
ens the tongue and lips, and induces dizziness 
and vomiting, followed by numbness and prick-
ling over the body, rapid heart rate, de-
creased blood pressure, and muscle paralysis. 
The toxin paralyzes the diaphragm muscle and 
stops the person who has ingested it from 
breathing. People who live longer than 24 

hours typically survive, although possibly after 
a coma lasting several days. 

Imagine a fish figuring how to make a poison-
ous tetrodotoxin (TTX) which does not hurt it-
self but can kill you.  That is not the accidental 
happening of a fish, that is the work of an Intel-
ligent Designer. 

  

Information collected from Wikipedia  

Benton F. Baugh 

 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION #121 - PUFFER FISH 2 

Guineafowl puffer – unpuffed and puffed  

Duck 
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Jerry Heiderich: Director 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

 
311A East Calhoun Street, El Campo, TX 77437 

Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964 
 

jerry@gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com 

  

Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most important-
ly, please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

 info@nfbcoc.org 
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RENEW YOUR FREE “SUBSCRIPTION”!!!! 
Your free subscription can be renewed at www.occg.institute on the  mailing list tab.  When 
you “opt-in” to this email list you will receive the e-book IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
the OCCG Institute with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  and is  solely responsible for the content.  Any an-
nouncements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@occg.institute. 

Circulation: 4000 congregations and individual members 

Advertisements (no charge): Send to info@occg.institute 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

11/14/21 GOSPEL MEETING REVIVAL, Beauford Church of Christ, 170 Robert Smalls Pkwy, 
Beauford, SC, 29906, see page 10 for more information. 

HOUSTON PREACHERS AND LEADERS LUNCHEON Every third Tuesday except December, 
For  information contact David Wardrup - cell: (281)635-3135; davidcwardrup@gmail.com or Cruz 
Hernandez - cell: (713)560-9080; cruzalbertohdz2017@gmail.com 

  

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 
Past copies can be found at occg.institute under the E-Magazine tab. 

 

I named my dog "5 
miles" so I can tell 

people I walk 5 miles 
every day. 

  Barry & Ace 
 

 

 NT:OA=COC 












