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NT:OA.  The New Testament: Only and All of it.  

“Speak where the Bible speaks and remain 
silent where the Bible is silent” has been a 
motto of Churches of Christ for a long time and 
is a very good statement.  However, it is dated, 
long, and technically incorrect.  Whereas the 
Old Testament is correct, is God’s word, and a 
great source of history, we no longer follow that 
part of the Bible (Gal. 3:24-25).  The Old Testa-
ment gives us the history which brings us to Je-
sus, but does not give us the rules to live by to-
day. Today, all of our religious instructions from 
God are in the New Testament. 

The more recently used motto “Just the Bible” 
is not dated and is short, but still has the tech-
nical problem of implying we are following the 
instructions of the whole Bible. 

Continued on page 2 

THERE IS NO SECRET WHAT GOD CAN DO 
You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning; 

My God turns my darkness into light. 

Psalm 18:28 

“No one lights a lamp and hide it in a jar or puts 
it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on a stand, so 

that those who come in can see the light.  

 Continued on page 4 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

NT:OA 1 
There is no secret what God can do 1 
You Inspire Me  -  Brown 3 
God’s Judgment 6 
Impossible for Evolution 10 
Calendar 12 
 

NT:OA 
SEPTEMBER 2021 NUMBER 164 



 

2 

  THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
       AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH 

On the front of our book THE CHRISTIAN AR-
RAY, we have identified the methodology as 
“aggregate, contextual, strict construction-
ist”.  That is probably technically correct if you 
let Galatians 3 cancel your following the Old 
Testament.  It certainly does not give anyone a 
warm fuzzy feeling.   

In our lessons we have sometimes tried to say 
that the methodology for developing the les-
sons was by the “Church of Christ” philoso-
phy, but it always felt awkward.  Is the “Church 
of Christ” philosophy our creed?  In the past our 
“Church of Christ” philosophy have led us to 
teaching some things not supported in the 
scriptures, e.g. it is a sin to drink wine.  We do 
not strive toward a “Church of Christ” philoso-
phy, we need to focus on the New Testament. 

Judy Haley of the Houston Memorial congrega-
tion has suggested NT:OA as an acronym for 
what we should be doing.  The NT part obvi-
ously signifies the New Testament, which is the 
source of our current religious teachings from 
God.  It is our only source.  It is not supple-
mented by the Old Testament, updated by our 
preferences, modified by church councils, con-
ventions, papacies or compromised by the lat-
est fad.  It is what it is. 

The colon is used as they are punctuation 
marks used to signal when what comes next is 
directly related to the previous.  Additionally, it 
looks sort of neat in the middle of an acronym. 

The colon defines, indicates that this is what 
the New Testament is: Only (exclusive) and All 
(comprehensive). The New Testament is the 
only source of our religious instructions for 
what we are to do to be pleasing to God today. 

The All means that if you want to understand a 
topic such as predestination, you must consider 
all of what the New Testament says.  It also 
means that the New Testament plan is com-
plete; no latter-day “revelations” or edicts or rul-

ings can change this God-given plan.  

Ephesians 2:8-9 says “For by grace you have 
been saved through faith; and that not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.”  From this 
you might conclude that all God requires to be 
saved is belief.  In fact if you Google https://
www.openbible.info/topics/
justification_by_faith_alone you will find about 
100 verses which support this idea. 

Continued on page 3 

 

How’s this for a birthday cake! 
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However, in Acts 2:38 Peter said to his listen-
ers, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.”  James 2:17 says “Even so faith, if 
it has no works, is dead, being by itself.” And in 
John 14:15 Jesus said "If you love Me, you will 
keep My commandments.”  If you take Acts 
2:38 you might conclude you don’t need faith, 
you only need obedience.  If you take Ephe-
sians 2:8-9 you might conclude you only need 
faith, not obedience. 

This is sort of like starting a car.  To start a car 
you must have the key, unlock the door, open 
the door, get in, put your foot on the brake pe-
dal, and push the start button.  If you don’t do 
any of those steps, you cannot start the car.  If 
someone were to say to start the car you push 
the start button, it would be a true statement.  
However, to actually start the car you must fol-
low all the instructions. 

That is why we would say that you don’t take a 
particular verse you like and interpret it alone.  
You must consider all the New Testament 
teaching as a whole and your understanding 
needs to consider the whole.   The interpreta-
tion of two verses individually may cause a con-
flict.  Their interpretation together should be 
harmonious as the New Testament is harmoni-
ous. 

That being said, you can expect NT:OA to be 
the Biblical interpretation principle we will fol-
low. 

YOU INSPIRE ME! 
“We remember before our God and Father your 
work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 
love and your endurance inspired by hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” (I Thes. 1:3) 

We love to be inspired. Just that little spiritual 
lift makes our lives richer.  Often we go to great 
lengths to find inspiration. We may travel miles 
to hear an inspiring speaker, or maybe to hear 
great music. From the stars above to the 
depths of the ocean, we are inspired by God’s 
creative wonders. And nothing could be more 
awe inspiring than our Lord Jesus Christ living 
among men and sacrificing himself so we can 
live in the spirit with him.  

What inspires?  Inspiration is a byproduct of liv-
ing for Jesus and walking in the Spirit. Listen 
carefully. Pay attention. What are the things 
that inspire you?  My spirit is lifted when you 
are present in spirit and engaged in the lesson, 
thinking, asking questions and contributing to 
the discussion. Often it’s not something we do 
consciously, but we can appreciate inspiration 
when we notice it.  

Prayer connects us and inspires us. The faith of 
our saints from young to old gives us hope and 
inspiration.  

Our labor in the Lord and endurance in trials is 
inspiring. What an inspiration that people care. 
Going that second mile, that little extra that 
says I’m doing this for Jesus.  

What inspires you?  We can all make a list a 
yard long. Try noticing every nuance of inspira-
tion in your world this week. Show someone 
you notice them and thank those who truly in-
spire you. When we are living in the Spirit we 
have a profound influence on others. What will 
you do to live your best life this week? 

Elizabeth Brown, Texarkana, TX 

 
 
 
 
 

HELPING VICTIMS NATIONWIDE 
 

Info or assistance call 615-833-0888 or 1-800-541-2848 
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort, Inc. 
P.O. Box 111180, Nashville, TN 37222-1180 
dsastrrlf@aol.com    www.disasterrelief.org 

             NT:OA P. 3                
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 For there is nothing hidden that will not 
be disclosed, and nothing concealed 
that will not be known or brought out in 
the open. Therefore, consider carefully 
how you listen. Whoever has will be giv-
en more; whoever does not have, even 
what he thinks he has will be taken from 
him. Luke 8:16-18 

We are the lampstands of Jesus.  “Your 
Word is a lamp to our feet and a light for 
my path” Psalm 119:105.  As we walk in 
the light we serve as a beacon for oth-
ers who walk in the dark. We can also 
serve to be “lamplighters” when we 
share testimony about how we were 
brought into Jesus’ light, who helped us, how it 
changed our lives, and why we now burn so 
brightly with gratitude and desire to help others 
in the Name of Jesus. Just as the written Word 
serves as our lamp, so also may our written 
testimony brighten the path to Jesus for family, 
friends, neighbors and even strangers whom 
we meet along our path. 

As shepherds to our congregation, let us en-
courage one-another and each member to be-
come lamplighters by rediscovering the 
power of our written word to bring hope, 
comfort and joy into the lives of everyone 
around us. Even though the world around 
us seems to be darkening, it is so only 
because people are choosing to turn 
away from the light. Let us “brighten the 
corner where we are” as we remind oth-
ers that there are no secrets that can be 
hidden from God and no burden that He 
cannot lift. We know that it is no secret 
what God can do! 

Leroy Grubbs, Harrison, Ohio 

 

   

Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist 

 

Tomball, TX 
+1 (832) 534-0730 

lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  

 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups meet 
at Spring Creek Church of Christ in 

Tomball, TX at no cost.  
 

Individual programs available for a fee. 
 

  THERE IS NO SECRET WHAT GOD CAN DO, P. 2 
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This is a prelude to the next article. 

 

 
WE WANT TO BUY YOUR CHURCH! 

 
If you are planning to close down your Church of Christ in the 

greater Houston area, we are interested in matching you with a 
good funding source. 

***** 
If you know of someone else who is thinking about closing  

and selling their church, we would appreciate your telling us. 
***** 

THE CATALYST INITIATIVE 
PROMOTING THE GREAT COMMISSION BY ENCOURAGING STRONG MEMBERS  

TO START LOCAL CONGREGATIONS  

bbaugh@thearray.org 
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ARTICLE 
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Need a hand with your student ministry? Here to 
help! Teaching, training, support and care for your 
ministers and volunteers. Twenty years in the 

trenches. Been there and done that. Let me know 
how I can serve and support your congrega on. 

Dave Blanchard 

daveblanchard@fuller.edu 

734‐516‐6008 

13 - If everything seems to be going well, you have 
obviously overlooked something. 
14 - Depression is merely anger without 
enthusiasm. 
15 - When everything is coming your way, you're 
in the wrong lane. 

Steven Wright  
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Tetraodontidae is a family of  fish in 
the order Tetraodontiformes. The family in-
cludes many familiar species variously 
called pufferfish, puffers, balloonfish, blowfish, 
globefish, swellfish, toadfish, toadies, horney 
toads, sugar toads, and sea squab. 

The puffer's unique and distinctive natural de-
fenses help compensate for its slow locomo-
tion. It moves by using pectoral, dorsal, anal, 
and caudal fin motions. This makes it highly 
maneuverable, but very slow, so a compara-
tively easy predation target. Its tail fin is mainly 
used as a rudder, but it can be used for a sud-
den evasive burst of speed. The puffer's excel-
lent eyesight, combined with this speed burst, 
is the first and most important defense against 
predators.  

The pufferfish's secondary defense mecha-
nism, used if successfully pursued, is to fill its 
extremely elastic stomach with water (or air 
when outside the water) until it is much larger 
and almost spherical in shape.  Puffer fish in-
flate by sucking water into their mouths and 
then pumping it into their stomach 

Even if they are not visible when the puffer is 
not inflated, all puffers have 
pointed spines, so a hungry 
predator may suddenly find itself 
facing an unpalatable, pointy 
ball rather than a slow, easy 
meal. As many predators swal-
low their prey whole, those that 
do not heed this warning may 
die from choking. 

In developing the unique capa-
bilities to inflate themselves and 
make itself into a pointy ball, the 
puffer fish did not have a million 
years to develop the programming necessary 
to do this.  Shortly after a puffer fish saw the 

need to have it when a larger fish was about to 
swallow it, it was swallowed and gone. 

It took an Intelligent Designer to give this capa-
bility to the puffer fish.  

Benton F. Baugh 

Informa on collected from Wikipedia  

 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION #120 - PUFFER FISH 1 

Guineafowl puffer – unpuffed and 

puffed from Wikipedia 

Duck PICTURE FROM QUORA 
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Jerry Heiderich: Director 
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 

 
311A East Calhoun Street, El Campo, TX 77437 

Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964 
 

jerry@gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com 

  

Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most important-
ly, please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

 info@nfbcoc.org 
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RENEW YOUR FREE “SUBSCRIPTION”!!!! 
Your free subscription can be renewed at www.occg.institute on the  mailing list tab.  When 
you “opt-in” to this email list you will receive the e-book IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
the OCCG Institute with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  and is  solely responsible for the content.  Any an-
nouncements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@occg.institute. 

Circulation: 4000 congregations and individual members 

Advertisements (no charge): Send to info@occg.institute 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

10/9/21 GREATER HOUSTON LEADERS WORSHOP 

HOUSTON PREACHERS AND LEADERS LUNCHEON Every third Tuesday except December, 
For  information contact David Wardrup - cell: (281) 635-3135; davidcwardrup@gmail.com or Cruz 
Hernandez - cell: (713) 560-9080; cruzalbertohdz2017@gmail.com 

  

To post your event: info@occg.institute 

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 
Past copies can be found at occg.institute under the E-Magazine tab. 

 

The best things in life 
are not things. 

  Barry & Ace 
 

 

 

 KINDNESS 
IS FREE 


