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SUMMARY: The Old Testament was written over a period of about 1500 years, and
then there was no writing of about 386 years before the New Testament began to be
written.

The next pages give an overview of when it is believed that the books of the Old Testament
were written, with the authors as known, and other information. Many of the dates (1) are
approximates.

l. ANTEDILUVIAN PERIOD: 4004 B.C. - 2348 B.C. = 1656 YEARS (2)

Creation to the flood

A POSTDILUVIAN PERIOD: 2348 B.C. - 1921 B.C. =427 YEARS
The flood to the call of Abraham
1B PATIARCHAL PERIOD: 1921 B.C. - 1706 B.C. =215 YEARS

Call of Abraham to descent into Egypt

|[@ EGYPTIAN PERIOD: 1706 B.C. - 1491 B.C. = 215 YEARS
Descent into Egypt to crossing the Red Sea

I FROM EGYPT TO PALESTINE: 1491 B.C. - 1451 B.C. =40 YEARS

Crossing the Red Sea to the crossing of the Jordan River

Genesis 1491-1451 B.C. Moses

Exodus 1491-1451 B.C. Moses

Leviticus 1491-1451 B.C. Moses

Numbers 1491-1451 B.C. Moses

Deuteronomy 1491-1451 B.C. Moses
vV THE CONQUEST OF PALESTINE: 1451 B.C. -1434 B.C. =17 YEARS

Crossing the Jordan River to the call of the first judge

Joshua 1451-1434 B.C. Joshua
\% THE PERIOD OF JUDGES (16): 1434 B.C. - 1095 B.C. = 339 YEARS

Call of the first judge to establishment of the Kingdom

Judges 1020 B.C. ?

| Samuel (1-7) 1160-1060 B.C. Samuel
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Vi

VIIA

VIIB

VIIIA

UNITED KINGDOM: 1095 B.C. - 975 B.C. = 120 YEARS
Formation of the Kingdom to the division of the Kingdom

Kings were Saul, David, and Soloman

Job Uncertain Job

1 Samuel (8-31) 1160-1060 B.C. Samuel

2 Samuel 1160-1060 B.C. Samuel

Psalms 1056-975 B.C. David, Soloman
Ruth After 1056 B.C.(4:22) ?

Proverbs 1015-975 B.C. Soloman
Ecclesiastes 1015-975 B.C. Solomon

Song of Solomon 1015-975 B.C. Solomon

PERIOD OF DIVIDED KINGDOM: 975 B.C. - 722 B.C. = 253 YEARS
Division of the Kingdom to captivity of the Northern Kingdom

Judah had 13 kings, Israel (Northern Kingdom) had 19 kings.

Obadiah 848 B.C. Obadiah
Joel 835-796 B.C. Joel
PERIOD OF JUDAH ALONE: 722 B.C. -606 B.C. =116 YEARS
Captivity of Israel (Northern Kingdom) to Capture of Judah

Judah had 7 kings during this period.

Jonah 780-750 B.C. Jonah
Amos 765-750 B.C. Amos
Hosea 755-715 B.C. Hosea
Isaiah 740-690 B.C. Isaiah
Michah 740-690 B.C. Michah
Nahum 630-612 B.C. Nahum
Zephaniah 625-610 B.C. Zephaniah
Habakkuk 620-610 B.C. Habakkuk
PERIOD OF CAPTIVITY: 606 B.C. - 536 B.C. = 70 YEARS
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Fall of Jerusalem to decree of Cyrus to allow the Jews to return to Jerusalem and to
rebuild the temple

Daniel 605-536 B.C. Daniel

Ezekiel 597-570 B.C. Ezekiel
Jeremiah 627-585 B.C. Jeremiah
Lamentations 586-585 B.C. Jeremiah

1 Kings ?-586 B.C. ? (Jer. & Eze.)
2 Kings ?-586 B.C. ? (Jer. & Eze.)

VIIIB PERIOD OF RESTORATION: 536 B.C. - 391 B.C. = 145 YEARS

Decree of Cyrus to close of Old Testament History

* Haggai 520 B.C. Haggai
* Zechariah 520-518 B.C. Zechariah
Esther 478-464 B.C. Esther
1 Chronicles ?-450 B.C. ? Ezra
2 Chronicles ?-450 B.C. ? Ezra
Ezra 445 B.C. Ezra
Nehemiah 445 B.C. Nehemiah
* Malachi 435-396 B.C. Malachi
IX PERIOD BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS: 391 B.C. - 5 B.C. = 386 YEARS

Close of Old Testament history to birth of John

X PERIOD OF CHRIST: 5B.C.-29 AD. =34 YEARS
Birth of John to establishment of the church (Jesus born 4 B.C.)
Xl PERIOD OF THE CHURCH: 29 A.D. TO SECOND COMING

Establishment of the church to now and until the second coming of Christ.
* Denotes a Minor Prophet

Q) Dates are obtained from Pictorial Bible Dictionary by The Southwestern Company,
Willmington's Guide to the Bible by The Tyndale Company and The NIV Study Bible by
Zondervan Bible Publishers.
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(2) The chronology from the Hebrew translation gives 1656 years, whereas the Greek
Translation (Septuating or LXX) gives 2242 years, a translation difference of 586 years (The
"Bible Translation" Controversy, Apologetics Press, Wayne Jackson.

Note: The Epic of Gilgamesh, a long and beautiful Babylonian poem, which contains many
similar events as are contained in the Old Testament was written in the 7" century B.C. The
author potentially had access to verbal history of the events such as the flood, along with the
writings of the Old Testament.
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