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SUMMARY: Whereas we say and mean “speak where the Bible speaks and remain 
silent where the Bible is silent”, there is some reasonable discretion in how to 
interpret some Biblical passages.   This lesson attempts to objectively list the reasons 
rather than subjectively interpreting when a problem arises. 
 

MAY 28, A.D. 30: On this day of Pentecost the church was established in purity and 
experienced  

explosive growth and commitment (Acts 2:37-47). 

BY A.D. 51-57: Christians were falling from grace for bringing portions of God's old law into 
the new church (Gal. 5:4) 

BY A.D. 95: Entire churches were considered as being in trouble and in danger of falling.  
Their sincerity was not questioned, only their salvation.  (Rev. 3:14-22) 

If the generation which saw Christ's resurrection and the power of the miracles apostatized 
within 20 - 65 years of the resurrection, does it surprise you that the next 1900 years have 
yielded many different religious groups which have strayed even further from the New 
Testament pattern? 

If you pick a church based upon the advice of family members, the advice of friends, 
location, or other personal criteria; how do you know if you will pick the church which follows 
God's teachings rather than the apostasies of someone's preferences.  

Seek the advice of others, but recognize that the New Testament specifically identifies 
several items as wrong (i.e. the common practice of calling others "Father", Matt. 23:8-10).  
Well educated ministers are teaching exactly what was instructed to be wrong.  How can 
they possibly be right?  Remember, you are ultimately responsible for finding the truth for 
yourself. 

This lesson does not tell you what Christ's church is, it shows how to identify it when you 
see it.  It is intended to help prepare you to pick the church which follows simple New 
Testament Christianity. 

Some interesting questions which might indicate the need for understanding general 
principles for understanding the Bible could be: 

1. “We know that God does not hear sinners”. (John 9:31) 

2. Jesus instructs us to wash one another’s feet. (John 13:14-15) 

3. Greet one another with a holy kiss (Rom. 16:16, I Cor. 16:20, 2 Cor. 13:12, I Thess. 
5:26) 
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4. After Judas’s death, Matthias (Acts 1:26) and Paul (Acts 14:14, 1 Cor. 1:1, 4:9, 9:1, 
Eph. 1:1) were appointed to be apostles, but there will only be 12 in heaven. (Rev. 
21:14) 

5. Trinity concept.  There is one God (Malachi 2:10, Isaiah 46:9), but Jesus is also called 
a God. (John 1:1) (I Cor. 8:6) 

6. Jesus says he is going to spew the Laodicea church out of his mouth. (Rev. 3:16) 

7. How long are creation days? (Gen. 1) 

8. Can you say it is a sin to drink wine? 

9. And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your 
household.” (Acts (16:31) 

10. That which you sow does not come to life unless it dies (NAS) (Not scientifically 
correct).1 Cor 15:36  

11. “a mustard seed…and this is smaller than all the other seeds” orchid is smallest Matt 
13:31-32  

12. Col 1:23 “gospel…which was proclaimed in all creations” Col 1:23 

13. “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have 
received them, and they shall be {granted} you. (Mark 11:24) 

14. Athenians from Mars Hill, Joined with Paul (in the church) with no mention of baptism 
(Acts 17) 

Each of those items bear some need for explanation. 

 

This lesson is divided into the following sections to provide a logical sequence:  

1. Background Facts 

2. Basic Biblical Principles 

3. Primary Conclusions 

4. Conclusions 

5. Follow-up Lessons 
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BACKGROUND FACTS 
1. The Old Testament and New Testament are collections of inspired individual's writings 

including history; instructions to individuals and churches; and prophecies.  They were 
collected together under God's guidance to reveal to us the will of God.   

2. All instructions we have today on religious practices are contained in the New 
Testament. 

3. God allows the New Testament to be mis-translated today. 

4. Jesus was not a "Christian".  He was a Jew by both race and religion.  His teachings 
were applicable to both the Jews in the Jewish Dispensation in which He taught, and 
are applicable in the Christian Dispensation which began after His resurrection.  His 
Great Commission came after the resurrection.  The outward symbols of His religious 
life before His resurrection were Jewish.  

BASIC BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES 
1. The Bible states in several places that it thoroughly furnished us to all good works and 

that we are neither to add to nor take away from it.  We should speak where the Bible 
speaks and remain silent where the Bible is silent.  (Rev. 22:18-19, II Timothy 3:16-17, 
Galatians 1:8-9) 

2. We are only under the New Testament today.  The Old Law was fulfilled by Christ and 
was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ (Galatians 3:24-25).  There are 248 
commands and 365 prohibitions in the Old Testament, many of which relate to blood 
sacrifices.  People who choose to be under the Old Testament today do not choose to 
be under all of God's Old Testament, only the parts which they desire to be under.  

3. Adding other things into the gospel will cause you to fall from grace.  (Galatians 5:4) 
The Galatians were falling from grace for bringing part of God's Old Law into the new 
church.  How much worse off will you be if you bring outside teachings into the church. 

4. Being a good moral person will not get you to Heaven.  (Acts 10, Galatians 5:4) 

5. A doctrine cannot be true if it makes God a respecter of persons.  (Acts 10:34) 

6. A doctrine cannot be true if it violates the free moral agency of man, his free will to 
believe or not to believe in God.  (Gen. 2:17, Mark 16:16, Revelations 3:20) 

PRIMARY CONCLUSIONS 
1. We know that the first century church was acceptable to Christ.  We have no 

assurance that any innovations into the worship service are acceptable to God.  It 
should be our primary objective to re-establish the New Testament church in each of 
our congregations. 
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 a. Items of worship which were commanded in the first century would be required 
today. 

 b. Items of worship which were available in the first century and were not 
incorporated in the first century church would be wrong to be incorporated in the 
church today (i.e. instrumental music). 

 c. Items which support worship not available in the first century can be incorporated 
into services at the discretion of the participants (i.e. microphones, pews, lights). 

 d. Any activity which was not a custom preceding the church and which was 
instructed for the church in the New Testament is required today. 

 e. On any activity which was a custom which preceded the church, we would follow 
contemporary customs instead; when it does not otherwise conflict with the 
scriptures (i.e. washing of feet of John 13:14, holy kiss of Rom. 16:16). 

2. The Bible is the infallible word of God, subject to minor translation errors among the 
versions.  We are provided with enough to believe satisfactorily if we will follow it.  

3. The Bible is the only source of God’s teaching on religion we have today. 

4. Paraphrased versions of the Bible may be helpful to get a clearer understanding of a 
passage, but more literal group translations should be used to settle difference of 
opinions.  

5. We are not authorized to "simplify" scriptural truths into neat, easy to understand rules 
which make matters easy to understand at the expense of scriptural accuracy. 

6. If you knowingly choose to follow or teach a doctrine different than what the New 
Testament teaches, you are putting your salvation at risk.  

7. If your method of determining Biblical truths generates conflicts in teaching, your 
method needs to be upgraded - God is not the author of confusion.  (1 Cor 14:33) 

8. If different requirements are given for an activity or event at different points in the New 
Testament, we would not take our pick of which to believe and thereby establish 
Biblical conflict, but rather consider the lists as abridged, and be subject to all the 
requirements.  (I.e. Athenians belief and no baptism, Cornelius baptism and no belief) 

9. Direction of translation: When specific verses and general verses address a subject, 
the general verses must be understood within the framework of the specific verses, 
rather than making the specific verses fit your interpretation of the general verses. 

10. It is good if someone's quoting Greek or Hebrew gives you an improved understanding 
of the English words in you Bible.  If they give you a different meaning than the English 
words, consider that the individual's personal interpretations may be subjective.  
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11. Both sides of any question can be eloquently defended by scriptures taken out of 
context, or by only considering a portion of the scriptures.  Care must be taken to 
separate personal feelings from actual scriptural teachings and to rightly divide the 
scriptures. (II Timothy 2:15) 

12. An activity can be considered wrong if the activity of necessity leads to a second or 
more extreme activity which is stated as wrong in the Bible.  If an activity which is not 
criticized in the Bible does not of necessity lead to a stated wrong (although it might), 
we are not authorized to label the activity as a sin.  I.e. you cannot break the law by 
speeding in a car if you do not drive a car, however, driving a car does not of necessity 
lead to speeding.  We could certainly question entering a house of prostitution.  

13. An activity should be avoided if it is not required and it takes on the appearance of 
something which is an apostasy (I Thes. 5:22). 

14. The church is only authorized to engage in functions stated in the Bible, and no other 
church responsibilities are scriptural.  (New techniques are O.K.; new goals are not!)  
(Any religious activity in a church facility with the elder's knowledge or supported by the 
church treasury would be considered as engaged in by the church. ) 

15. Jesus is our ultimate example.  We must not teach any doctrine which would condemn 
Jesus as a sinner.  (Romans 5:19) 

16. Some statements in the Bible are quotations of actual historical statements or events, 
but that does not necessarily make them pleasing to God. (God does not hear sinners, 
13 apostles) 

17. God's people are a peculiar people, but being peculiar doesn't necessarily make you 
one of God's people. 

18. Jesus reflected the social customs of the day when it didn't conflict with the scriptures. 
(Foot washing, holy kiss) 

19. Any command given by Jesus or the Apostles would not retroactively make an act 
before the command a sin.  This would imply some sort of a transitional period on 
some first century subjects, which would clearly not apply to us today.  

20. Judgment day implies that a judgment will be made which likely considers your 
opportunity to learn and your position within the church. It is not simply a sentencing. 
We have clear opportunity and should expect strict judgment. (Romans 2:14-16, 
James 3:1) 

21. Supernatural, observed miracles discussed in the New Testament were done for a 
specific reason which no longer exists, as the observed miracles no longer exist.  
Commandments or examples involving observed miracles are history only to us as 
they only applied to the situation of the first century church.  
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22. There are certain natural laws which compliment the written word. (Gen. 3:10-11 
naked, I Cor. 1:14 long hair). 

23. The end does not justify the means.  Both the "end" and the "means" must be in 
accordance with the scriptures. 

CONCLUSION 
Do you know any man, church council, or other group which is authorized to teach doctrines 
contrary to those taught in the New Testament?  Many men, church councils, and other 
groups claim this authority for themselves.  They seek to "improve" upon the teachings of 
the New Testament.  Paul tells us in Galatians 1:6-10 that such people will be accursed (vs. 
7). 

He was not talking about gross perversions by outsiders.  He was talking about church 
attending Christians who were making what they perceived to be "improvements" in the 
church.  Paul says the "improvements" were distortions (vs. 7).  If the variety of churches 
today are formed by man's "improvements" to the Word, surely your decision of which 
church to pick is important.  Only an "unimproved" or "undistorted" church will be pleasing to 
God. 

Only you will go to Heaven or Hell for yourself.  After listening to the best advice, you can 
get and reading your own Bible, you must decide for your self whether you will go to the 
church of your choice on the church which follows the New Testament pattern. 

For more information on what is God's will for you, read your Bible and/or contact a minister 
or member of your local church of Christ.  
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The sarcasm of this cartoon effectively illustrates the human characteristic of adopting a 
position, and then looking for the positives of that position.  We tend to remain in the beliefs 
that we are born into, accept the doctrines with a form of blind faith, and discount any 
suggestions which are contrary to our comfort level. 

 

How can you make sure that you are not doing this, and teaching error because you are 
accustomed to the error? 
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This picture was taken from the Jehovah’s Witnesses Book You Can Live Forever in 
Paradise on Earth, copyright 1982 and 1989 by the WATCH TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT 
SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA.  The book is published in 116 languages, total books 
printed (at that time) was 72,600,000 copies. 

 

The Bible says, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass 
away with a roar and the element will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its 
works will be burned up.” (II Peter 3:10) and “When I select an appointed time; it is I who 

http://occginstitute.org/


THE BIBLE 
BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 
 
 

This document is posted to: http://occginstitute.org.  It can be copied and reprinted freely   Page 7.3.9 
 

judge with equity.  The earth and all who dwell in it shall melt; It is I who have firmly set the 
pillars. (Psalms 75:2-3) 
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