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Chapter 11

Judah Alone amid
International Powers



HEZEKIAH'S PREPARATION
FOR REVOLT

2 KGS. 18:1-8; 20:12-20
! CHR. 4:39-42
2 CHR. 32:1-8; 27-31
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Judah under King Hezekiah

2 Kings 18-20; 1 Chronicles 4.35-43; 2 Chronicles 29-32;

Isaiah 10.28-32; 20; 36-39; Micah 1.8-16

Under Hezekiah (716-687 B.C.) Judah was a vassal of Assyria. Heze-
kiah attempted to strengthen his national defenses by designating
four cities as military depots. On the death of Sargon II (705 B.C.)
Hezekiah rebelled against his successor Sennacherib (704-681 B.C.)
who responded in 701 by invading Judah and besieging Jerusalem.
Sennacherib defeated an Egyptian force at Eltekeh and made his
headquarters in Lachish, the capture of which is depicted on the
gates of his new palace in Nineveh.
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THE REIGN OF JOSIAH
2 KGS. 22-23
2 CHR. 34-35
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The Districts of Judah
under King Josiah

foshua 15.20-62; 18.21-28;
19.40-46

These lists enumerate the towns
in the twelve districts of Judah.
According to recent scholarship
they reflect conditions during
the reign of Josiah about 620
B.C,, although they are cited in
the book of Joshua to illustrate a
much earlier period.

The map

shows the districts of Judah and
the relative density of their pop-
ulation in the time of Josiah.
Only the towns whose locations
have been identified are shown
on the map. The remainder are
listed below it. When the topo-
graphical evidence has been
convincing,; some places have
been transposed from the dis-
tricts indicated in the book of
Joshua.



The Golden Age of King Josiah

2 Kings 21-23; 2 Chronicles 33-35

As the Assyrian empire weakened (cf. map 17), Josiah was able to
recapture parts of Israel that had been lost in 732 and 722 B.C. How-
ever, the extent to which he established his control over the former
northern kingdom is questionable. Josiah was killed at Megiddo in an
attempt to halt an Egyptian army from joining forces to support the
Assyrian army in its frontier wars (cf. map 18). Josiah's reign saw the
beginning of Jeremiah’s prophetic ministry.
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S
CAMPAIGNS AGAINST JUDAH

2 KGS. 24:1-25:21
2 CHR, 36:0-21
JER. 30; 52
QBAD, (0-14
s City
A Mountain peak

l:} Siege

<#— Nebuchadnezzar's first
campaign (604)

<#— Nebuchadnezzar's second
campaign (598-597)

<#— Nebuchadnezzar's third
campalgn (587-580)

=— Egyptian campaign
oﬂlﬂd-—ém
< Jedekiah's escape route

< [Edomite's attack on Jerusalem
[ Area of Babylonian dominance

Fedekiah tries o escape,
But t caught in the plains | Y -
=R | of ferfcha. He then (s raken | Ss_ o i "j
B 1o the king of Babwion af . v

Ribish whiene he recetves bl
HAls sentamce, o

T T
o pecl’ N \ e B
= b y

N L
| -
Lefters from Sxbonia | &
siegn find n debrty == -Rp

b

As fudsh wirakens, o
the Edamite kingdom '
titkes dedvintise af e !

b3 r }
i sitwation snd sendy froops |y ¥
-
i ple . — = - é s i
Y Ll ==k i . 18 3 L]
\'d"";-&"; .-;.l:l‘t Fi g “‘ ¢ ' |-l'r L ke - A I -l"
A Il € “ v E i th L) o
e "-E! a.‘:ﬁ} W A vl ;
P L = s L ¥ 31 - Fl




