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SUMMARY: Surely God answers prayers for spiritual blessings such as peace, love, 
wisdom, and patience. However, if God frequently answered the prayers for physical 
blessings and we are the true church, you would be able to tell it because we would 
be healthier, wealthier, or wiser than others.  If that were to happen people would be 
joining the church for the fringe earthly benefits.  Earthly benefits are not what the 
church is about and clearly God does not do that frequently. 

  
If God frequently answered the prayers for physical blessings and we are the true church, 
you would be able to tell it because we would be healthier, wealthier, or wiser than others.  
If that were to happen people would be joining the church for the fringe earthly benefits.  
Earthly benefits are not what the church is about.   

Whereas Jehovah has the power to answer any prayer at any time, it seems reasonable to 
conclude that during the current times we have an assurance that prayers for spiritual 
blessings will be answered and prayers for physical blessings are not likely to be answered 
to a discernable amount. 

The following is a computer search for “PRAY + ***” All verses found in the New Testament 
are listed, plus some selected verses of interest: 

Matt 5:44 "But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you”  
(NAS) 

Matt 6:5 "And when you pray, you are not to be as the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and on the street corners, in order to be seen by men. Truly I 
say to you, they have their reward in full.”   (NAS) 

Matt 6:6 "But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your 
door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will 
repay you.”   (NAS) 

Matt 6:9-13 "Pray, then, in this way: `Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And do 
not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” (NAS) 

Matt 14:23 “And after He had sent the multitudes away, He went up to the mountain by 
Himself to pray; and when it was evening, He was there alone.”   (NAS) 

Matt 19:13 “Then {some} children were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on 
them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them.”   (NAS) 

Matt 24:20 "But pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath;” (NAS) 
(Jesus speaking) 
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Matt 26:36 “Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His 
disciples, "Sit here while I go over there and pray."   (NAS) 

Mark 6:46  “And after bidding them farewell, He departed to the mountain to pray.”   (NAS) 

Mark 11:24 "Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you 
have received them, and they shall be {granted} you.”   (NAS) (guaranteed to apostles 
only?) 

Mark 13:18 "But pray that it may not happen in the winter.”   (NAS) 

Mark 14:35 “And He went a little beyond {them,} and fell to the ground, and {began} to pray 
that if it were possible, the hour might pass Him by.”   (NAS) 

Luke 5:16  “But He Himself would {often} slip away to the wilderness and pray.”   (NAS) 

Luke 6:12  “And it was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the 
whole night in prayer to God.”   (NAS) 

Luke 6:28  “bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.”   (NAS) 

Luke 9:28 “And some eight days after these sayings, it came about that He took along Peter 
and John and James, and went up to the mountain to pray.”   (NAS) 

Luke 11:1  “And it came about that while He was praying in a certain place, after He had 
finished, one of His disciples said to Him, "Lord, teach us to pray just as John also 
taught his disciples."   (NAS) 

Luke 11:2  “And He said to them, "When you pray, say: `Father, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come.”   (NAS) 

Luke 18:1  “Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray 
and not to lose heart,” 

Luke 18:10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-
gatherer.”   (NAS) 

Luke 22:40 “And when He arrived at the place, He said to them, "Pray that you may not 
enter into temptation."    

Luke 22:41 “And He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and 
{began} to pray,”   (NAS) 

Luke 22:46 “and said to them, "Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter 
into temptation."   (NAS) 

Acts 8:22  “Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that if possible, 
the intention of your heart may be forgiven you.”   (NAS) 
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Acts 8:24 “But Simon answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that 
nothing of what you have said may come upon me."   (NAS) 

Acts 10:9 “And on the next day, as they were on their way, and approaching the city, Peter 
went up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray.”   (NAS) 

 Rom 8:26 “And in the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know 
how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for {us} with groanings too 
deep for words;” (NAS) 

1 Cor 11:13 “Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a woman to pray to God {with head} 
uncovered?”   (NAS) 

1 Cor 14:13 “Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.”   (NAS) 

1 Cor 14:14 “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful.”   (NAS) 

1 Cor 14:15 “What is {the outcome} then? I shall pray with the spirit and I shall pray with the 
mind also; I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the mind also.”   (NAS) 

2 Cor 12: 7-8 “I entreated the Lord 3 times that it (thorn in the flesh) might depart from me”   

2 Cor 13:7 “Now we pray to God that you do no wrong; not that we ourselves may appear 
approved, but that you may do what is right, even though we should appear 
unapproved.”   (NAS) 

2 Cor 13:9 “For we rejoice when we ourselves are weak but you are strong; this we also 
pray for, that you be made complete.”   (NAS) 

Eph 1:18 “{I pray that} the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know 
what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints,” (NAS) 

Eph 3:16 Strengthened, 17 - Christ may dwell in your heart, 18 – comprehension, 19 – 
know the love of Christ 

Phil 1:9-10 knowledge, discernment, sincere, blameless 

I Thes 5:17 Pray w/o ceasing 

II Thes 3:1-3 strengthened & protected from the evil one 

1Thes 5:25 Brethren, pray for us.   (NAS) 

II Th 1:11 “To this end also we pray for you always that our God may count you worthy of 
your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power;”    

 II Th 3:1 “Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be 
glorified, just as {it did} also with you;” (NAS) 
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1 Tim 2:1 “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties {and} prayers, petitions {and} 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,” (NAS) 

1 Tim 2:8 “Therefore I want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without 
wrath and dissension.”   

1 Tim 4:5 “for it is sanctified by means of the word of God and prayer.” (NAS) 

1 Tim 5:5 “Now she who is a widow indeed, and who has been left alone has fixed her hope 
on God, and continues in entreaties and prayers night and day.” (NAS) 

2 Tim 1:3 “I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as 
I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day,” (NAS) 

Phile 1:4 “I thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers,” (NAS) 

Phile 1:6 “{and I pray} that the fellowship of your faith may become effective through the 
knowledge of every good thing which is in you for Christ's sake.” (NAS) 

Phile 1:22  “And at the same time also prepare me a lodging; for I hope that through your 
prayers I shall be given to you.” (NAS) 

Heb 5:7 “In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud 
crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because 
of His piety.” (NAS) 

Heb 13:18 “Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to 
conduct ourselves honorably in all things.” (NAS) 

James 1:5 wisdom 

James 4:2-3 Asking for wrong motives 

James 5:13 “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
praises.” (NAS) 

James 5:14 “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord;” (NAS) 

James 5:15 “and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up, and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him.”  

 James 5:16 “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that 
you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.” 
(NAS) 

James 5:17 “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it might 
not rain; and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months.”    
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James 5:18 “And he prayed again, and the sky poured rain, and the earth produced its fruit.” 
(NAS) 

1 Pet 3:7 “You husbands likewise, live with {your wives} in an understanding way, as with a 
weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace 
of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.” (NAS) 

1 Pet 3:12 "For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and His ears attend to their 
prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." (NAS) 

1 Pet 4:7 “The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be of sound judgment and sober 
{spirit} for the purpose of prayer.” (NAS) 

3 Jn 1:2  “Beloved, I pray that in all respects you may prosper and be in good health, just 
as your soul prospers.”  

Jude 1:20  “But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith; praying in the 
Holy Spirit;” (NAS) 

Rev 5:8 “And when He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb, having each one a harp, and golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.”  

Rev 8:3 “And another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much 
incense was given to him, that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne.”  

Rev 8:4 “And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God 
out of the angel's hand.”  

SUMMARY OF THINGS PRAYED FOR IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Matt 5:44: Those who persecute you 

Matt 6: Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, give us daily bread, forgive our debts, lead us 
not into temptation, deliver us from evil 

Matt. 21:22: everything in belief 

Eph. 3:16: strengthened 

Eph 3:18: comprehension 

Eph 3:19: know the love of Christ 

Phil 1:9-11: knowledge, disenchantment, approve the excellent, Sincere, blameless 

Phil 4:19: “my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus” (A statement, not a prayer) 

I Thes 5:17: w/o ceasing 
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Heb. 13:18: One another, good conscience 

James 1:5: Wisdom 

James 4:15 “If the lord wills” 

James 5:13: Suffering 

James 5:14: Sick 

James 5:15: Restore one who is sick 

James 5:16: One another, healing 

James 5:17-18: rain drought 

I John 1:9, Matt 6:15-16 forgiveness 

3 John 1:2: prosper and be in good health 

SPECIFICALLY ANSWERED PRAYERS 
Romans 1:10 to come to you (went) 

Acts 12:5 answered 

SPECIFICALLY NOT ALLOWED 
II Cor 12:7-8  entreated for the removal of Paul’s thorn in the flesh 
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We normally see 
people ascribing to 
God the positive 
events in their lives 
and do not make the 
obvious conclusion 
that if God is 
choosing the positive, 
He is at least granting 
His O.K. for the bad 
things that happen in 
your life.  In this case 
the sponsors believed 
that God specifically 
chose which ones 
were to die.  It does 
not seem reasonable 
to go to a parent and 
tell them that God 
chose for your child 
to die. 
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