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SUMMARY: The Apostles were a special group of messengers and delegates of 
Christ who were selected, qualified, and appointed by Christ.  Paul was probably the 
twelfth Apostle to replace Judas. Matthias may or may not have been an Apostle. 

 

The following chart provides information about the original 12 Apostles, Matthias and Paul: 

THE APOSTLES AND THEIR HISTORY 
 NAME SURNAME PARENTS HOME BUSINESS WRITINGS WORK DEATH 
1 SIMON PETER, 

CEPHAS = 
 ROCK 

JONAH EARLY: BETHSAIDA 
LATER: CAPERNAUM 

FISHER 
MAN 

1 PETER 
2 PETER 
(MARK?) 

A MISSIONARY AMONG 
THE JEWS, AS FAR AS 
BABYLON, PROBABLY 
ROME 

TRAD: CRUCIFIED 
HEAD DOWN 
 WARD AT ROME 

2 ANDREW  JONAH EARLY: BETHSAIDA 
LATER: CAPERNAUM 

FISHER 
MAN 

 TRADITION: PREACHED 
IN SCHYTHIA, 
GREEECE, AND ASIA 
 MINOR 

TRAD: CRUCIFIED 
ON ST ANDREW’S 
CROSS 

3 JAMES  
THE GREATER 
 OR ELDER 

BOANEGES OR 
SON OF 
 THUNDER 

ZEBEDEE 
AND SALOME 

BETHSAIDA AND 
AFTERWARDS 
JERUSALEM 

FISHER 
MAN 

 PREACHED IN 
JERUSALEM AND 
JUDEA 

BEHEADED BY 
 HEROD, AD 44 AT 
JERUSALEM 

4 JOHN,  
THE BELOVED 
 DISCIPLE 

BOANEGES OR 
SON OF 
 THUNDER 

ZEBEDEE 
AND SALOME 

BETHSAIDA AND 
AFTERWARDS 
JERUSALEM 

FISHER 
MAN 

JOHN 
1 JOHN 
2 JOHN  
3 JOHN 
REVELATION 

LABORED AMONG THE 
CHURCHES OF ASIA 
MINOR, ESPECIALLY 
EPHESUS 

BANISHED TO 
 PATMOS, AD 96, 
RECALLED, DIED 
 A NATURAL 
 DEATH (TRAD) 

5 JAMES,  
THE YOUNGER 
OR LESSER 

 ALPHEUS OR 
CLEOPHAS 
AND MARY 

GALILEE   JAMES? PREACHED IN 
PALESTINE AND EGYPT 

TRAD: CRUCIFIED 
IN EGYPT 
 OR THROWN 
 FROM A 
 PINNACLE 

6 JUDE SAME AS 
 THADDEUS 
AND LEBBEUS 

ALPHEUS OR 
CLEOPHAS 
AND MARY 

GALILEE  JUDE TRADITION: PREACHED 
IN ASSYRIA AND PERSIA 

TRAD: MARTYRED 
IN PERSIA 

7 PHILIP   BETHSAIDA   PREACHED IN PHRYGIA TRAD: DIED 
 MARTYR  AT 
 HIERAPOLIS IN 
 PHRYGIA 

8 BARTHOLOMEW NATHANIEL  CANA OF GALILEE    TRAD: FLAYED TO 
DEATH 

9 MATTHEW LEVI ALPHEUS CAPERNAUM TAX 
COLLECTOR 

MATTHEW  TRAD: DIED A 
 MARTYR IN 
 ETHIOPIA 

10 THOMAS DIDYMUS  GALILEE   CLAIMED BY SYRIAN 
 CHRISTIANS AS 
 FOUNDER OF THEIR 
 CHURCH, PERHAPS 
 ALSO PERSIA AND 
 INDIA 

TRAD: SHOT BY 
 ARROWS WHILE 
 AT PRAYER 

11 SIMON THE 
CANANEAN OR 
ZEALOT 

 GALILEE    TRAD: CRUCIFIED 

12 JUDAS   KERIOTH OF JUDEA    SUICIDE 
13 MATTHIAS        
14 PAUL SAUL  TARSUS TENT MAKER ROMANS TO 

HEBREWS (14 
BOOKS) 

TENTMAKER AND 
MISSIONARY 

TRAD: BEHEADED 
IN ROME 

 
 

The gospel of Luke and Acts of the Apostles were written by Luke, a non-apostle. 

The gospel of Mark was probably written by Mark,  a  non-apostle. 

The book of James may have been written by James the brother of Jesus rather than 
James the Apostle. 
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BASIC FACTS ABOUT THE APOSTLES     
 

1. They were eye witnesses to the resurrected Christ.  (John 15:16, 27; Acts 1:8, 22; 
2:32; 3:15; 4:20, 33; 5:32; 10:39; I John 1:1-4) 

2. Christ personally selected them, including Paul and excepting Matthias (Luke 6:13; 
Acts 1:2; 9:6; 24:16-18; Galatians 1:1). 

3. The original 12 were taught by Christ in the personal ministry (John 14:26), and by the 
Spirit after his ascension (John 16:7-15; Galatians 1:12). 

4. They had universal authority throughout all the churches (Acts 2:42; I Corinthinans 
11:2, 23; 14:37; II Corinthians 11:28; 10:13-16; 13:10). 

5. They conferred miraculous gifts through the laying on of their hands (Acts 8:14-18; 
19:1-6; Romans 1:11; II Timothy 1:6). 

6. They performed a wide variety of miracles. 

7. Along with some prophets some of the apostles were used to write scripture.  All of 
them spoke by inspiration. 

THE APOSTLE PAUL 
Paul was born Saul of Tarsus (Acts 22:3) around the time of the birth of Christ.  He was the 
son of a Pharisee (Acts 23:6), learned the occupation of tentmaking (Acts 18:3), and studied 
the law at the feet of Gamaliel (Acts 22:3).  He is first recorded in the New Testament at the 
stoning of Stephen where he was holding the coats of the men doing the stoning (Acts 
7:58-8:3). 

Although Paul's case was unusual (I Corinthians 15:8-9), he was an Apostle even though he 
had not been with Christ during the personal ministry.  He saw the resurrected Jesus on the 
road to Damascus in Acts 9:1-19.  Jesus personally selected Paul to be an Apostle. 

After three major missionary journeys to the Gentiles, Paul was executed in Rome in A.D. 
66 or early A.D. 67.  Tradition says he was beheaded on the Ostian Way.  

WAS MATTHIAS AN APOSTLE? 

Consider the following sequence of events: 

* Acts 1:3  Jesus was the Apostles for 40 days after the resurrection 

* Acts 1:4  At 40 days he told them to “wait for what the Father had promised” 

* Acts 1:6-11 Jesus ascended to heaven telling the 11 remaining Apostles that they 
would receive power in the future. 
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* Acts 1:20-26 Instead of waiting, the 11 Apostles decided that Judas needed to be 
replaced, listed qualifications for the replacement, and selected 
Matthias by drawing lots.  The qualification they listed were: 

    * Accompanied Jesus from baptism to ascension. 

    * Witness of the resurrection. 

    The chose from the two selections.  None of the above was not offered. 

* Acts 2:1-4 The Apostles were filled with the Holy Spirit. 

* Acts 6:2  The twelve Apostles participated in the selection of Deacons.  

* Acts 9:1-19 Christ personally selected Paul to be an Apostle. 

* Rev. 21:14 The twelve foundations stones of the New Jerusalem are noted to have 
the names of the twelve Apostles on them. 

Is Matthias' or Paul's name on the twelfth stone?  As we know Jesus personally selected 
Paul to be an Apostle, we would assume that Paul's name is on the stone.  If so what of 
Matthias?  What of the qualifications in Acts 1:20-26 which Paul did not match? 

A possible explanation is that when Luke was writing the book of Acts he was correctly 
recording historical events, but it did not necessarily make the events inspired.  The period 
during which Matthias was selected was after Jesus ascended and before the Apostles 
were inspired on the day of Pentecost.  In other words, the Apostles were not inspired to the 
point of having received the Holy Spirit at that time. They were acting on their own 
uninspired initiative.  This could mean that the appointment of Matthias was an actual 
historical event, but was not approved by Jesus.  Possibly Matthias was not Jesus' twelfth 
Apostle, Paul certainly was.  

Another example of Bible verses relating history but not being the truth is seen in John 9:31 
where the Bible says "We know that God does not hear sinners; but if any one is 
God-fearing and does His will, He hears him".  This is a historical account of what the 
Pharisees were saying.  It was true that the Pharisees said it, but it was not the truth, as we 
are all sinners.  

It may well be that the only actual qualification for being an Apostle of Jesus was to be 
personally selected by Jesus. 

This is only a matter of interest.  We will know the answer for sure when we get to Heaven. 
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APPOINTMENTS OF APOSTLES      
  INTRODUCTIONS IN GOSPELS BEFORE APPT. 
  MATT MARK LUKE JOHN 
 
Peter (Simon)  4:18-20 1:16-18 5:1-11 1:42 
 Bethsaida John 1:44 
 (144 total references) 
Andrew (brother of Peter) 4:18-20 1:16-18 5:1-11 1:37-40 
 Bethsaida John 1:44 
 (12 refs., Mt., Mk., Lu, Jo., & Acts 1:13) 
James (son of Zebedee) 4:21-22 1:19-20 5:1-11 
 (42 total refs. to James thru Jude 1:1) 
John (son of Zebedee) 4:21-22 1:19-20 5:1-11 
 (112 total refs. to John) 
Philip . . . 1:43 
 (33 total refs.  thru Acts 21:8)    (See 6:7) 
Bartholomew (may be Nathanael?) . . . (1:44?) 
 (Refs: Mt 10:3, Mk 3:18, Lu 6:4, Ac 1:13) 
Matthew (Levi) 9:9 2:14 5:27-28 
 (Refs.: Ma 9:9, Mk 3:18, Lu 6:15, Acts 1:13) 
Thomas 
 (11 ref thru Acts 1:13) 
James (son of Alphaeus) 
 (42 total ref. thru Jude 1:1) 
Thaddaeus or Judas (Son of James) 
 (Refs.: Ma 10:3, Mk 3:18) 
Simon the Cananean or Zealot 
 (68 refs. to Simon, mostly Simon Peter) 
Judas Iscariot  (33 total refs. to Judas thru Acts 15:32) 
Matthias   (Refs.: Acts 1:23 & Acts 1:26) 
Paul   (Refs: Acts 13:9 thru II Pet 3:15, 152 total) 
      
ACTUAL APPOINTMENTS 10:1 3:14 6:13 (6:70) 
SUMMARY OF APOSTLES (See Acts 1:13) 10:2-4 3:13-19 6:14-16  
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Notes: 

1. No apostle's name is mentioned in Old Testament except Saul. 

2. Word apostle is not mentioned in Old Testament. 

3. Only Peter, James, John, & Paul mentioned after Acts. 

4. Book of John: Word apostle(s) never mentioned.  Has no listing of apostles.  The 
"twelve" only mentioned in 6:70 & 6:71. Names James, Bartholomew, Matthew, Levi, 
Simon the Cananean, Matthias, & Paul ever mentioned. 

 

Discussion questions: (1) Who was the 12th apostle on the foundation stones in Rev. 
21:14?  
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