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It is likely that the singing referred to in the New
Testament was a single part or unison singing.
It is what is functionally necessary when you
have no song books or PowerPoint.

Today with our song books and PowerPoint
presentations, 4 part harmony is a dominant
form of singing. As will be noted on page 2 of
this e-magazine, the OC Church Growth Insti-
tute is going to provide a grant for expenses for
a study on how to improve acapella singing in
Churches of Christ.

The flyer on page 2 is announcing an imminent
meeting on December 3rd from 6:00 until 9:00
p.m. to discuss the study and the grant at Me-
morial Church of Christ, 900 Echo Lane, Hou-
ston, TX 77024. Any interested party is wel-
come to attend the startup meeting. The only
request we have is that you register at https://
occg.institute/workshops so we can know the
approximate crowd size as the Institute is
providing Jason’s sandwiches and pizza. On
that sign-up page you can put your food prefer-
ence and/or restrictions under COMMENTS.

Even if you are not available to attend and
would like to contribute your ideas, send your
thoughts to info@occg.institute and your input
will be passed along to the attendees.

Continued on page 2
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WHO WAS ENOGH?

Although the Bible does not provide a lot of in-
formation about him, Enoch’s faithful walk with
God for 300 years sets him apart.

Enoch lived in the seventh generation from Ad-
am. At the age of 65, he became the father of
Methuselah. Enoch’s son, Methuselah, is said
to have been the longest living person ever, dy-
ing at the age of 969. Enoch was also an an-
cestor of Noah.

Enoch’s zeal against evil-doers also makes him
stand out. In Jude 14, Enoch prophesies
against the ungodly: “Behold, the Lord came
with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute
judgment on all the ungodly of all their works of
ungodliness . . ..”

Even more remarkable is the statement in Gen-
esis 5:24: “Enoch walked faithfully with God;
then he was no more, because God took him
away.”

As with Elijah, who left the Earth in a fiery chari-
ot, we take it that Enoch did not experience
death. It was a special award for faithfulness.
God was pleased with Enoch.

The author of Hebrews would agree: “By faith,
Enoch was taken away so that he wouldn’t see
death, and he was not found, because God had
translated him. For he has had testimony given
to him that before his translation he was been
well pleasing to God.” Heb. 11:5

One could wish for more detail concerning
Enoch’s relationship with the Lord God, but we
know all we need to know.

Enoch walked faithfully with God.
John Black, Houston
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GRANT TO IMPROVE ACAPELLA SINGING
IN CHURCHES OF CHRIST

OBJECTIVE OF GRANT: Be a part of returning the Churches of Christ in the USA to
a Great Commission growth pattern by helping improve our Acapella singing.

BASIC PRESUMPTION: 50 years ago we were known for great 4-part acapella singing, and we
worked at being good at it. Since then we have taken acapella singing for granted and have let the
quality slide. The best way to invite instruments of music into our worship services is to make our
singing bad. The best way to keep it out is to make our singing better.

OC CHURCH GROWTH INSTITUTE PLAN:

1. Invite a number of likely participants to an evening meeting to discuss the possibility of a
team pursuing such a project.

Give an initial presentation of some suggestions to consider.

Solicit volunteers to pursue the project, including leaders.

Set a nominal schedule, likely somewhere between 6 months and a year.
Provide the ultimate Project Paper format.

Provide funding for expenses

Get out of the way.

No O RoN

Meeting: 6:00 - 9:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 3, 2019
Oak View Room & Chapel, Memorial COC, 900 Echo Lane

Sandwiches, pizza, cokes, and coffee will be provided.

E—
A FREE, FULL ONLINE RESOURCE REGISTER ON LINE
FOR 21ST CENTURY EVANGELISM https://occg.institute/workshops

www.occg.institute Put food preference under COMMENTS
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REALITY GHECK

YOU ARE WHAT YOU PLANNED TO BE

December is a good time to assess how we’re
doing with our spiritual goals and objectives.
I's just in time to hit the restart button if we
need to. We need a clear picture of the direc-
tion that we want to go. One good way to do a
reality check is to look at what we are doing.
What we do is what we actually mean.

If you don’t know where you’re going you'll
probably end up somewhere else. Write down
your goals and keep on refining the picture. We
reach our goals by continually correcting. We
get off-course, correct, and get back on course.
Ships do it. Rockets and missiles do it. Cor-
rect. Correct. Correct. “If a man does not know
what port he is steering for, no wind is favora-
ble to him.” Seneca

It's time to stop asking, “Where do | want to go
and what do | want to achieve?” It's time to
ask, “What does God want me to become, to
do and to achieve?” Do you think he has a pur-
pose for you? He does. “...for it is God who
works in you to will and to act according to his
good purpose.” Phil. 2:13)

Has something slipped out of mind and practice
since you first established your priorities? Even
with the absolute best of intentions we can get
off course. Find that list you made last January
and pick one item that you really want to
achieve and practice on that one thing. Make it
a priority. Rekindle the flame, restart, reboot,
and get going!

“...live a life worthy of the Lord and please him
in every way: bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God, being
strengthened with all power according to his
glorious might...” (Col. 1:10, 11)

Elizabeth Brown

In a stable community, you are what you are
organized to be.

In a rapidly growing community, the natural
church growth by “swelling” can compensate
for or mask a lack of leadership. This article is
looking at a slowly growing or more stable ser-
vice area.

A growing congregation will have a mix of all
ages. A growing congregation will have a level
of involvement of all ages.

If you have a graying congregation, you are or-
ganized to be gray.

It will always seem busy, a feeling of busyness
is not a good measure of progress.

If you are declining in a stable or growing com-
munity, you are organized to die.

If you grew and flatlined, you reached the limit
of your organizational capability. You will not
grow until you plan to and do increase your or-
ganizational capability.

The New Testament gives some organizational
instructions, with flexibility to fit contemporary
situations. If you are persisting in an optional
embodiment while flatline or declining, it is logi-
cal that you will be judged on it. (Laodicea)

If your methods of implementing our scriptural
imperatives worked for your grandfather, that
doesn’t justify you using them today if they
don’t work today. Plan for today.

If you are in Houston and think you are going to
San Antonio and the signs say |-45, you are
going to Dallas in spite of where you think you
are going. Do not kid yourself, follow your plan.

Objective measures of church growth should
be given more weight than subjective
measures, as subjective measures are subjec-
tive. Plan with measurable goals.

Do your results say you need an objective anal-
ysis of your situation?
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2020 BIBLE READING AND STUDY PROGRAM

We are offering a FREE Daily Bible
Reading Schedule with Study Questions
for 2020. One will read a selection from
the OT and NT every day, finishing the
entire Bible in 366 Days for 2020! Each
day will have at least 4 Questions, 2
from the OT and 2 from the NT. One can
learn at least 720 basic Bible facts from
this study (a few days have additional
multiple questions, if one desires!)

An additional book, the very popular
Halley's Bible Handbook, with readings
for each week of the year is also en-
couraged, for historical background
and context.

This study has been updated several
times, but has sought to remain a begin-
ning guide for further Bible study. It
was begun several years ago for a
Christian who wanted to read the Bible
through in a year and remember what
she read!

Join our on-line group of nearly 50, who
will receive each month at your email
address, or we can mail you a printed
copy for the whole year.

Kirk Castleman
khcastleman1942@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL GROWTH
CONFIDENTIAL ANALYSIS AND
REPORTING

Includes a complete page report
including recommendations for
your congregation.

For information contact
info@ institus

This service is done at no costing.

AFREE, FULL ONLINE RESOURCE
FOR 21ST CENTURY EVANGELISM

www.occqginstitute.org

CHURCH
¢ GROWTH
2 INSTITUTE

HELP PREPARE A REPORT ON
THE EFFECT OF ADOPTING

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
OBJECTIVE DATA NEEDED

Download a form at the website
OCCG.INSTITUTE, bottom of the home

page

For more information, contact:
iInfo@oceg.institute

See we ‘ “ ” ” ortc ut!
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IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION - WALKING ON WATER

Matt. 14:22-33, Mark 4:47-51 and John 6:15-21  What is happening is better seen in the follow-
tell us of the miracle of Jesus walking on water ing figure showing a paperclip

because walking on water would be a miracle.
Peter also walked on water some, sort of as a
teaching miracle.

It is intuitively obvious that a heavier than water
item will sink in water.  Anything that defies
this principle would be the sign of an extra-
ordinary inventor or a miracle.

We have 2 good cases of this in nature. The
first is a Water Lizzard. PAPER CLIP By Kuebi Armin Kiibelbeck
e === You can see the surface tension which forms
® on still water due to cohesion of molecules
N being bent downwardly as it support a paper-
j clip.
Now imagine a heavier than water creature
recognizing that the phenomenon happens
| and then takes advantage of it by walking on
| water.

|

——

WATER LIZZARD, CREATION.COM

The Water, Gerridae, or Green Basilisk Lizard
is up to 2.5 feet long including the tail and has
flaps or webs between their toes to give them a
larger surface area to propel themselves. Just
imagine that this zero 1.Q. reptile has to decide
to stand upright and then run across water
which will drown them. Smart Lizzard?

For a second case, consider the compass you
may have made as a child as seen in the fol-
lowing image.

WATER STRIDER, NATUREGUYS.ORG
If a bug simply lands on water, it will sink in
and drown. The Water Strider has long flat
portions of their legs to spread the load out to
take advantage of the surface tension of the
water.

Surely the Water Strider did not figure this out
and evolve his legs to do it. This is a sign of an
WATER COMPASS https://www.quora.com/ Intelligent Designer.
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FORT BEND

HURCH OF CHRIST

Foster's Home

for Children

In an effort to meet a growing demand for chil- Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary
dren needing out of home placement, Foster’s 5200 Falcon Landing Blvd
Home for Children is expanding by three addi- ’
tional group homes in the summer of 2019. We Katy Texas, 77494.

will be interviewing and hiring caregivers for

these three homes. If you are interested in be- Bible class at 9:00 am

ing considered, it is not too early to submit your Worship at 10:00 am.

application. Consider serving with us as we
provide sanctuary and healing to children of Please plan to attend and tell your
trauma. Applications can be found on our web- . . .

site at www.fostershome.org, and submitted to friends and ne'ghborsj MQSt_'mportant'
alenn@fostershome.ora. ly, please pray for this mission effort.

For more information, contact Glenn Newberry, WWV\.I'nbeOC'.Orq )
President, at 214 536-6172. For more information, contact:

Vacationens

As you travel, you can be of assistance in local congregations in
helping them to understand how they are seen by potential visi-
tors and prospects.

On the occginstitute.org website, Project Papers tab is a paper
titled:
MYSTERY GUEST PROGRAM

This paper and the forms included will help you anonymously
communicate with the congregation and improve their
“curb appeal”.

A project of the OC Church Growth Think Tank
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EEM (EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS)

Many Eastern European administrators,
librarians and teachers believe giving the Bible
to their children will change the future of
their country.

What can you Do? You can supply Bibles and

biblical materials: For $1000 for a school, $150

for a class, $50 for ten students, or $5 for a
child!

Dirk Smith 501-2789-1728 dsmith@eem.org
Eastern European Mission  800-486-1818
MillionDolllarSunday.org

Foster’s Home for Children

“More than a home,
A sanctuary.”

Placement applications accepted.
Employment applications welcome.
Applications and donations accepted online
at
www.fostershome.org
Stephenville, Texas

ADVERTISING POLICY:

Any scriptural event relating to more
than one congregation at no cost

i COAST
IS] IAN COUNSELING

Jerry Heiderich: Director
Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

311A East Calhoun Street, EI Campo, TX 77437
Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964

jerry@gulfcoastchristiancounseling.com

Lance Decker
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist

Tomball, TX
+1 (832) 534-0730
lance@lancedecker.com
www.lancedecker.com

Grief Support/Recovery Groups
meet at Spring Creek Church of
Christ in Tomball, TX at no cost.

Individual programs available for a fee.

Mental and Behavioral Health Crisis Solutions

Jeremy Sprott LPC, Owner
Web: www.mentalhealthresponse.com Phone: (832) 518-7933
Email: jeremy@mentalhealthresponse.com

i e el e

RCHES OF Cy
AV et RISy

RELIEF
EFFORT

INC.

HELPING VICTIMS NATIONWIDE

Info or assistance call 615-833-0888 or 1-800-541-2848
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort, Inc.
P.O. Box 111180, Nashville, TN 37222-1180
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FREE E-BOOK: IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION EE  Go www.thearray.org, MAILING LIST tab and sign up again (or
the first time) to receive this E-Magazine and you will receive
IMPOSSIBLE a digital copy of the Impossible for Evolution Book.
PUR IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION is a 97 page 8 1/2” x 11” full col-
or book by Benton F. Baugh which includes many of the
EVBLUTWN! “impossible” articles in this newsletter plus discussions on

what impossible means, definition of terms, what evolutionists
are going to teach your kids, and answers for evolutionists.
Price: $S30.

To order this book go to:

Www.thearray.org, BOOK tab
(All net proceeds go to Oklahoma Christian University)

New software specifically designed
for the locally autonomous operating

style of churches of Christ.

Helps organize your missions and goals Delcon User Interface Delcon Data

Organizes congregational information (Refreshed by Delcon) (Refreshed by staff)
Prints Class rolls

Tracks worship and Bible class attendance Your Photos

Collects and organizes membership information (Refreshed by staff)

Tracks involvement, willingness and actual

Provides complete job descriptions, staff and volunteers Confidential

Provides picture and non-picture directories (Your computer only)

Provides regular reports to leadership

Reports can be customized to your specific needs
Contact us at info@thearray.org

Assistance provided in setting up your congregation
Price: $335.00 per congregation
Installable on as many computers as needed
Annual License fee including support by email: $100.00
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SUMMARY: The unforgivable sin (blasphemy of the Holy Spirit) is to possess or
witness the supernatural (miraculous) powers of the Holy Spirit and then to
deny in word or act the power of the Holy Spirit. It was a first century situation
and cannot be repeated today. (This definition is offered here, it was not copied
from another source.)

DISCUSSION:

It does not make sense that simply saying words about the Holy Spirit would be
unforgivable, but the same words about Jehovah or Jesus would be forgivable. It must be
more significant than simply saying words.

It does not make sense that the unforgivable sin is the unrepentant sin. That means that
the unforgivable sin would be forgiven if repented of, making it not unforgivable.

It would make sense that for a person to have received the gift of the Holy Spirit in the form
of miraculous powers that he performed, and then turn his back on God would elevate the
situation to terminal.

Today the Holy Spirit typically performs activities only thru natural means, so it is probably
impossible for a person to have the powers to commit an unpardonable sin at this time.

DEFINITIONS FROM WEBSTER’S NINTH COLLEGIATE DICTIONARY

blasphemy 1.a: the act of insulting or showing contempt or lack of reverence for God b: the
act of claiming the attributes of deity 2: irreverence toward something considered sacred or
inviolable.

forgive 1: to cease to feel resentment against (an offender) : pardon <~one’s enemies> 2 a
to give up resentment of or claim to requital for <~and insult> b : to grant relief from
payment <~a debt> ~vi: to grant forgiveness

PERTINENT VERSES:

Heb 6:4-6: For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the
heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good
word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible
to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucified to themselves the Son of
God, and put Him to open shame. (NAS)

Matt. 12:31-32 "Therefore | say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven men, but
blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. And whosoever shall speak a word

This document is posted to: http://occginstitute.org. It can be copied and reprinted freely Page 6.7.1
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against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever shall speak against the Holy
Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age, or in the age to come.”

Mark 3:29-30 “Truly | say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever
blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin — because they were saying , ‘He has an unclean
spirit’.”

Luke 12:10 “And everyone who will speak a word against the Son of Man, it shall be
forgiven him: but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him.”

Opinions from other papers:

B.W. Johnson in the People’s New Testament teaches “Much discussion has arisen
concerning the nature of sin against the Holy Spirit, and nothing is plainer. It was ascribing
Christ’'s works to demoniac influence. These works were wrought by the power of the
Spirit.”

John Clayton in DOES GOD EXIST? teaches “Allowing oneself to be so controlled by Satan
that nothing man or God does will be accepted is a condition, and "blaspheme against the
Holy Spirit describes that condition. Our refusal to accept God's grace is what condemns us-
-not a careless oath.”

COMMENTS FROM THE PEOPLE’S NEW TESTAMENT, BY B.W. JOHNSON

Johnson comments on Matt 12:31: “The blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven.
Compare Mark 8:28 and Luke 12:10. Much discussion has arisen concerning the nature of
sin against the Holy Spirit, and nothing is plainer. Mark 8:30 explains it. It was ascribing
Christ’'s works to demoniac influence. These works were wrought by the power of the
Spirit.”

Johnson comments on Matthew 12:32 “Whoever speaketh against the Son of man.
Personal injuries will be forgiven upon repentance. Christ prayed for his persecutors. Every
sin can be forgiven but that against the Holy Spirit. Speak against the Holy Spirit.
Perversely ascribe the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan. Neither in this world nor that to
come. Judgment shall overtake him both here and hereafter. The Jews divided the two
worlds, or, rather, ages of the world, by the coming of Christ. This would then mean that
there is forgiveness to such a sin under neither dispensation. No passage in the Bible
affirms more emphatically the doctrine of eternal punishment. There is a sin that hath no
forgiveness.”

Johnson comments on Mark 3:30: “Because they said he had an unclean spirit. This was a
sin against the Holy spirit because Jesus did mighty works in the power of the Holy spirit,
and they ascribed the power to an unclean spirit.”

This document is posted to: http://occginstitute.org. It can be copied and reprinted freely Page 6.7.2
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Johnson comments on Luke 12:10: “Blasphemeth against the Holy Spirit. See notes on
Matt. 12:31,32.

THE UNFORGIVABLE SIN AND THE NATURE OF GOD
Article by John Clayton from DOES GOD EXIST?, March/April, 2000

One of the techniques that atheists have used over the years has been to attempt to portray
the whole concept of God as irrational. There are many methods employed to do this, but
one frequently used method is to take a biblical passage or story and interpret in such a way
as to make God look like an arrogant, egotistical fool. The whole concept of judgment,
heaven, and hell is a frequent target of such attacks. How can anyone do anything that
would warrant eternal punishment?

Any thinking person can see answers to this question. If God gave us life and holds us
accountable for what we do with it, there is no inconsistency because accountability is
logical. There are some questions that can be quite complex to answer, but they can be
answered and, in this writer's mind, they can be answered logically and positively.

What is harder to answer is the question of the "unforgivable sin." The biblical reference to
this question is:

Truly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatsoever blasphemies they utter;
but whosoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty
of an eternal sin (Mark 3:28-29, NRSV).

Atheists have cited this passage as a demonstration of God's irrationality, and some
believers have struggled with the passage and whether they have committed the
unforgivable sin and thus have no hope.

The first point that needs to be made is that Jesus' statement in Mark was made in
response to the scribes' claim that Jesus had cast out demons by the power of Beelzebub
(the prince of demons). What these people were doing was attributing the work of the Holy
Spirit to Satan. These people have seen an incredible demonstration of the power of Jesus,
but rather than being open to the evidence that was provided, they took a sustained stance
of denial. This was not a one-time denial or single statement against Christ and God; it was
an ongoing denial of God by attributing the good done by God to evil.

There are many examples in the Bible of people who deny God and/or Christ. The classic
example in Peter:

Then he [Peter] began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them "I don't know
the man" [Jesus] (Matthew 26:74).

In Luke 12:8-11, Jesus had made a contrast between acknowledging Jesus, denying Jesus,
and sinning against the Holy Spirit.

This document is posted to: http://occginstitute.org. It can be copied and reprinted freely Page 6.7.3
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| tell you, whosoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge
him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before
the angels of God. And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be
forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven (NIV).

No one would suggest that Peter blasphemed the Holy Spirit, but he certainly spoke against
Jesus. Jesus predicted Peter would deny Him and yet He promised Peter He would pray for
him. In Luke 24:34, we see that Jesus made a special appearance after his death to Peter.

The contrast to Peter, Thomas, and the others who denied Jesus is Judas. Judas saw all
the miracles of Jesus. He was a witness to the good Jesus did, the power of His teachings,
and His perfect life. In spite of all of the evidence and all the good he saw, Judas
deliberately and consciously turned himself over to Satan. He denied the Holy Spirit, denied
the divinity of Christ, denied the power of God, and was so committed to evil that nothing
short of the death of Christ would convince him of who Jesus was. When he was convinced,
instead of turning his life over to God and seeking forgiveness, he killed himself. This was
not a flash in the night, knee-jerk reaction to Jesus. This was a deep immersion into evil that
was so complete that no return to God's way was possible. The people in Mark 3:28-29
were making a sustained stance toward Jesus that denied the power of God as the force
that was working in Him. None of the gospels say that a person cannot alter this stance
once it has been taken, but Judas shows how difficult it can be to change it. A person who is
worried about whether he has committed blaspheme against the Holy Spirit has already
changed that stance and is not guilty of blaspheme.

God does not want anyone to be lost (2 Peter 3:9) and because of this is willing to extend
forgiveness to an unbelievable extent. The word used to describe this is grace. Those who
do not have forgiveness are those who refuse it. Allowing oneself to be so controlled by
Satan that nothing man or God does will be accepted is a condition, and "blaspheme
against the Holy Splrit describes that condition. Our refusal to accept God's grace is what
condemns us--not a careless oath. --JNC

BOLES COMMENTARY ON MATTHEW - PAGES 269-272
31, 32 “Therefore | say unto you, Every sin and blasphemy.”

—This is Jesus’ conclusion and application of his teaching. “Blasphemy” is injurious and
malicious speaking against God or his attributes; to blaspheme in the scripture sense
denotes improper and unworthy speeches against God, his attributes, works, or temple; it
means to ascribe to God the weaknesses of men, or to attribute to men the perfections and
works of God. Here Jesus fixes a limit of divine mercy. What is “the blasphemy against the
Spirit”? Mark 3: 30 tells us that the Pharisees had been guilty of blasphemy “because they
said, He hath an unclean spirit.” This sin was maliciously ascribing a miracle of divine power
to the power of Beelzebub. It is not said here “a sin against,” but “blasphemy against,” which

This document is posted to: http://occginstitute.org. It can be copied and reprinted freely Page 6.7.4
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is explained by “speak against the Holy Spirit.” The “blasphemy against the Spirit shall not
be forgiven,” but “every sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men” but the one “against
the Holy Spirit.” Man may speak “a word against the Son of man” and “it shall be forgiven
him,” but “whosoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, neither
in this world, nor in that which is to come.” There has been much speculation about “the
unpardonable sin” and “the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.” Jesus came in the flesh,
dwelt among men, and revealed the will of God to man. God the Father revealed his will to
the Jews through Moses, and Jesus revealed the will of God to us. The Holy Spirit was to
come in person and complete the work of Jesus. He said, “It is expedient for you that | go
away; for if | go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if | go, | will send him
unto you. And he, when he is come, will convict the world in respect of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment.” (John 16: 7, 8.) Many misunderstood Jesus, his teachings,
and his kingdom while he was on earth, and even denied him as being the Messiah, who
afterwards repented and were pardoned, and became Christians. (Acts 2: 37, 38; Acts 9: 1,
17.) Many could and did reject Jesus while he was on earth, but when the Holy Spirit came
and testified of him, they accepted Christ. But when the Holy Spirit came and gave the
complete will of God, if men rejected this, there was no other evidence to be furnished, no
other divine agency to be given, and if they finally rejected the Holy Spirit, there was no
forgiveness for them. There was no forgiveness “neither in this world, nor in that which is to
comet” Mark says “hath never forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.” (Mark 3: 29.) No
sin unforgiven here or in this world will be pardoned or forgiven hereafter. [Note: At that
point, every sin is the unpardonable sin so the term becomes meaningless]

God bore testimony to men through the Old Testament Scriptures; Jesus Christ bore
testimony in person, given in the New Testament; and he stated that his testimony was
incomplete, and he would send the Holy Spirit to complete or perfect that testimony. (John
16: 7, 8, 13, 14.) (Read also John 14: 14, 20-27; 15: 26; 16: 8.) They all teach that neither
the revelations of the Father nor the Son were complete to guide into life eternal, save as
people received the teachings of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit would come; perfect the
testimony, 8 and guide into all truth. Without this guidance being followed, they could
not know the full faith of God. It is in perfect harmony with all these scriptures and with all
the facts recorded in the Bible for Jesus, when they charged him with acting by the power of
the devil, to warn them that they might do this now to him and find forgiveness; but if they so
rejected and treated the Holy Spirit when he came, there would be no forgiveness, for there
would be no more testimony and no more opportunity to repent: It refers, of course, to the
final rejection of the will of God. To reject the will of God was to sin against God, to reject
the words of Jesus was to sin against him, and to reject the teachings of the Holy Spirit was
to sin against the Holy Spirit.

To blaspheme is to oppose and speak against. Many construe this to mean that Jesus
defined the attributing the works of Jesus to the evil power as the sin against the Holy Spirit;
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but the Bible does not say so, nor anything that implies this. Read Mark 3: 28-30; Luke 12:
10. All classes and kinds of men, those that maligned, persecuted, and abused Jesus in
every form and manner were warned and exhorted by the Holy Spirit to turn to Jesus and
live. Paul was a persecutor and blasphemer of the Lord Jesus and sought the destruction of
the whole church of God. Jesus did not mean to say that those who blasphemed and
rejected Christ Jesus and regarded him as a servant of Satan might not turn to God when
the Holy Spirit brought its message of love and power. He only meant to tell them: “You may
reject my teachings, malign and abuse me as you are now doing; but when the Holy Spirit is
come and bears his testimony, if you reject that, there will be no further offices(sic) of love
and mercy, either in this world or the world to come.” To disobey and reject God was to
blaspheme him; to reject and disobey Jesus was to blaspheme him; to reject and disobey
the teachings of the Holy Spirit was to blaspheme him; and when the Holy Spirit performed
his work to teach and save men, God’s provisions of mercy were exhausted.

BOLES COMMENTARY ON MARK - PAGES 86-89

“‘unto you, All their sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and their blasphemies
wherewith soever(sic) they shall blaspheme: 29 but whosoever”

28 “Verily | say, unto you, All their sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men,” This
embraces all responsible sons and daughters of men. All sins committed by the different
members of the human race will be forgiven, upon proper repentance and obedience,
except the one mentioned in next verse.

“and their blasphemies wherewith soever(sic) they shall blaspheme:” Blasphemy is any kind
of injurious speech about another. The scribes blasphemed when they attributed Christ's
power to work miracles to the power of the devil. The statement that all manner of sin and
blasphemy shall be forgiven to men is not an affirmation of universal pardon. But that all
manner of sin and blasphemy, with the exception stated in the text, will be forgiven through
the blood of Christ, some to one man and some to another, every conceivable sin will be
forgiven except the one in question. [Sin is to violate the law or rule given by God to men.
Violation of law is sin, and brings the penalty of sin. Intentional and conscious sin intensifies
the guilt of sin. Paul sinned and obtained forgiveness because he did it ignorantly in unbelief
(1 Tim. 1: 13), thinking he was doing God'’s service. To violate the law, thinking he did God’s
service, was a sin. To violate it, knowing it was God’s law, would have been a greater sin.
Blaspheme is to rail upon, to speak evil of. This verse intimates that speaking evil of all
other beings, including God and Jesus Christ, should be forgiven men—on their repentance,
of course, is meant. In this distinction drawn, to violate the law given by God to sin against
God, to violate a law given by Jesus is to sin against him, to violate a law given by the Holy
Spirit is to sin against the Spirit.]
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29 “but whosoever shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit”

—There seems to be three grades or degrees of blasphemy. (1) That against the Holy
Spirit. This seems to be the greatest and the most dangerous. (2) That against the Son.
(Matt. 12: 32.) (3) That against God, the Father.

“hath never forgiveness,” | take it that Jesus did not charge the scribes had committed the
unpardonable sin. He was warning them not to go this far. They had almost reached it when
they accused him of casting out demons by the power of the devil, and he warns them not
to take the next step of blaspheming the Holy Spirit for this would be the fatal step. Hath
never forgiveness because they cannot repent. So long as man can repent he can find
forgiveness. This and corresponding passages in Matt. 12: 31 and Luke 12: 10 have been
the occasion of much controversy and of much trouble and anxiety to despondent minds.
Many think they have committed the sin for which there is no forgiveness, and give
themselves much trouble over it. Matthew says (12: 31, 32) “Therefore | say unto you,
Every sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men; but the blasphemy against the Spirit
shall not be forgiven. And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall be
forgiven him; but whosoever shall speak against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him,
neither in this world, nor in that which is to come.” From this we see that the speaking
against the Son of man may be forgiven, but speaking against the Holy Spirit cannot be for-
given. Blasphemy, speaking against, and all manner of sin, are placed on an equality. What
is the sin, then, against the Holy Spirit? Many think these people committed that sin. But did
they speak against Christ or against the Holy Spirit? Clearly against Christ; Jesus, as we
understand it, told them, in this you speak against me. For this there is chance for
forgiveness. But when the Holy Spirit is come, if you speak against him, if you reject him, as
you now reject me, there will then be no forgiveness. It was a warning given on the occasion
of their speaking against him that they cannot so treat the Holy Spirit when he shall come,
and find forgiveness. The reason is, they speak against Christ during his life, and when the
Holy Spirit shall come he will give additional evidence that Jesus is the Son of God, and
opportunities to hear God and turn. But when the Spirit shall have come and given his
testimonies and revelations, the testimony will be complete, and he who rejects that will
have nothing more to move him to repentance.] [Boles equates speaking against the Holy
Spirit with rejecting the Holy Spirit]

“but is guilty of an eternal sin:” That is, a sin never to be forgiven and will be punished
eternally. Both the sin and punishment are eternal. The penalty is eternal because the sin is
eternal. This is one of the most fearful sentences ever spoken. With sin, penalty. and
punishment must ever go; and to be cut off forever from moral remedy, to have no hope of
reformation, everyone who is capable of thought knows what that means. The terror of an
evil life is its final choice, its fixedness of character. There is nothing more sure than that
there is an unpardonable sin—a sin for which there is no space for repentance. It is possible
to go beyond the reach of God’s mercy—bounds beyond which forgiveness never reclaims.
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“There is a sin unto death: not concerning this do | say that he should make request.”
(1’John 5: 16.) Then let us heed the wisdom of the stage driver, who, in speaking of a
dangerous precipice by the roadside, said: “Instead of seeing how close to its edge | can
drive without going over, | try to see how far from it | can get.” So instead of trying to see
how close we can get to the unpardonable sin without committing it, let us see how far away
from it we can stay. This is wisdom.

30 “because they said, He hath an unclean spirit.” [He gave them this warning because
they thus spoke of him; they must not so treat the Holy Spirit.]

BOLES COMMENTARY ON LUKE, PAGE 249
10 “And every one who shall speak a word against the Son”

—From the denial of Jesus, he passes to blasphemy; he brings the two classes of
blasphemy into prominence—the blasphemy against the “Son of man” and the blasphemy
“against the Holy Spirit.” There are gradations of blasphemy: to blaspheme primarily means
“to speak evil of, to rail, or to slander.” Hence the word in scripture, when applied to God,
took upon itself the strongest meaning; to blaspheme means to speak irreverently and
impiously to God, or of God, or of sacred things. One can speak evil of or to a fellow man;
this implies a malicious purpose, so blasphemy presupposes an impious intention to detract
from the glory of man or God; it means to alienate the minds of others from the love and
reverence of God. An idea of this sin may be seen in Lev. 24: 10-16; other instances are
recorded in 2 Kings 18: 28-35; 19: 1-6, where Jehovah and his perfections are maliciously
reviled.

What is it to blaspheme “against the Holy Spirit”? Some call it “unpardonable sin”; some call
it the “sin unto death.”

God spoke to man through the law of Moses; the time came when he next spoke to man
through his Son. (Heb. 1: 1.) Some who heard Christ could and did blaspheme him; they
spoke evil to him and of him; they even attributed the power that he used in casting out
demons to Beelzebub; this was speaking evil against the “Son of man.” Jesus was crucified,
buried, raised from the dead, and ascended back to the Father; he then sent the Holy Spirit.
Jesus stated that his testimony was incomplete, and that he would send the Holy Spirit to
complete or further perfect the testimony that God furnished. (John 16: 7, 8, 13, 14.) The
Holy Spirit came and perfected the testimony by guiding the apostles into all truth, and
inspiring those who wrote the New Testament. If one finally rejects the Holy Spirit and the
teaching that he gave in the New Testament, there is no hope for that one. The Holy Spirit
with his teachings is the last that God has to offer man. If one blasphemes the Holy Spirit by
rejecting the words of the New Testament, there is no chance for forgiveness because no
other agency from heaven will be given.
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SIN LEADING UNTO DEATH

1 John 5:16 “If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask
and God will for him give life to those who commit sing not leading to death. There is a sin
leading to death; | do not say that he should make request for this. (NASB)

Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit would seem to fit the description of the unforgivable sin.
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