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THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

 
“If you don't know where you are going, 
you'll end up someplace else.” (Yogi Berra) A 
profound statement by a witty baseball player, 
but it embodies a lot of truth.  The congregation 
you are given stewardship of needs to know 
where it is going if it is going to get there. 

The question is where is your congregation go-
ing?  What is the goal it is pursuing?  The an-
swer in any logical organization is that the one 
in charge either sets the goal or delegates to 
someone else to set the goal. 

Who owns your congregation.  It is ambiguous 
who owns some denominations, say the Bap-
tists.  They have Pastors, Deacons, and Con-
ventions with some level of charge which is 
hard to get a good grip on from the outside.   

Continued on page 2 

The Power of Persistence 
“Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show 
them that they should always pray and not give 
up.” (Luke 18:1)  

Her case was hopeless, she had no power or lev-
erage to prevail. She knew the judge did not care 
about justice nor about what anyone said.  He 
was ruthless and godless. But she just kept going 
and asking beyond all reason. Jesus commended 
her for not giving up.  She could have wailed that 
it must be God’s will for her to suffer this injustice.  
But she did not blame God. The widow just kept 
going and asking. 

And of course we all know this story is not about 
a widow and an unjust judge. It’s all about the su-
premely just Father, and our helpless poverty in 
asking. We have no standing from which to de-
mand anything, we are without power. That is the 
first point, God provides it all, but on his time and 
according to his will. But he does require two 
things. First, we are to take action, go, seek and 
knock. We need to do our part. Second we are to 
ask for what we need.  

Serious thought needs to go into figuring what we 
really need. Ask God for wisdom, insight and un-
derstanding to ask for the right things. God could 
read our minds but he says we need to ask. We 
need to stop explaining the situation to God and 
figure out what we need to ask. He said to ask, 
seek and knock. 
7 “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you 
ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep 
on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 
8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who 
seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the 
door will be opened. (Matt. 7:7 NLT) 

Elizabeth Brown 
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We do not have that problem in the Churches 
of Christ.  Even our name clearly says who 
is in charge.  Christ  is head over the church 
(Eph. 5:23) and those of us who consider our-
selves to be leaders are merely stewards of 
Jesus’ church. 

That being said we are back to the two choic-
es.  Either Jesus gave us our goal or He dele-
gated to us to make up our own goals.  If He 
delegated it to us, we have a lot of flexibility.  
If He gave us our goal, we have our goal. 

It turns out Jesus did give us our 
goal. 

After the resurrection and before the 
ascension just a few days before His 
church was established on the day of 
Pentecost Jesus gave His church its 
marching orders.  It is in Matthew 
28:19-20: “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you…” NASB  This is of 
course the Great Commission. 

That is very specific and it is from Jesus to 
you.  It is “go” and that is foreign missions and 
down your street.  It is “make disciples” and 
that is personal evangelism.  It is “baptize” 
which was immersion and you go to Acts 2:38 
for more specifics.  It is “teaching” which is 
mentoring those who are converted to make 
them evangelists also. And it is “observing” 
which is following the commands as given in 
the New Testament. 

It needs to be clear that this is not Jesus’ in-
struction to some other congregation in some 
other area.  It is the goal of your congregation 
if you are to be  in submission to Jesus. 

If  you have adopted a mission like “SHARING 
JESUS’ LOVE WITH OTHERS” or any of an-
other 100 pleasant immeasurable missions 

you need to consider what that means.  Shar-
ing Jesus’ love with others is a good thing to 
do and is a great means to the end of accom-
plishing the Great Commission.  It is a means 
rather than an end.  When the means  be-
comes the end, the focus can completely 
change.   

In that case, if you give a $10 bill to a home-
less person you meet on the street, you are 
sharing Jesus’s love especially if you tell them 
Jesus loves them.  If that is your goal, you 
have accomplished it and you are done.  Start 

counting your stars in 
Heaven.  It is almost im-
possible to fail at a pleas-
ant immeasurable goal. 

However, if Jesus’ goal is 
the Great Commission 

and you have adopted a means to that end as 
your goal, what do you think that the Son of 
God who died on the cross is going to think 
about it on Judgment Day?   

It turns out that Jesus tells us exactly what He 
things about it.  We will discuss that next 
month under the title of THE MEASURE OF 
THE GOAL OF YOUR CHURCH.  The an-
swer is in your Bible. 

However. 

This seems straight forward, relatively easy to 
say, and highly important.  But the fact that a 
large majority of our congregations have 
adopted pleasant immeasurable missions 
says this must not be so obvious or that there 
might be something wrong with the logic.  If 
you would like to respond to clarify this topic, 
we will print it.  A related comment follows on 
the next page, it is not a response to this arti-
cle, it is a recently received related comment. 

                                              Benton F. Baugh 
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Mr. Baugh, 

Most churches do not deal with the real problem of 
decreasing membership. For example, a man who 
had been a faithful Christian (in attendance) for 
over 40 years, was asked to lead a Bible study at 
his home. His reply, “No, I can’t. I don’t know 
enough.” 

I wondered in my mind, “What have you been do-
ing for the last 40 years?” Of course, his answer 
would be: “I have been coming to worship ser-
vices.”  

Or as one Christian spoke at the end of the Sun-
day assembly, “Oh, Lord, we pray that we have 
worshipped you the way you commanded.” This 
kind of faithful attendance is not fulfilling the last 
part of the Great Commission in Mathew 28:20 – 
“Teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you.” Jesus nor his apostles (or writers of the 
Epistles) never commanded faithful attendance at 
worship services as a fulfilling of Matthew 28:20.  

The Churches of Christ have been ‘shooting them-
selves in the foot’ for years by preaching ‘faithful 
attendance’ is faithful Christianity.  

How do we change things? By starting over again 
with a few Christians in the home with a view to 
“Teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you” because what we are doing “Ain’t working.”  
Evangelism is not a program of the Church; The 
Church is the program of evangelism.   

Alouis Franckowiak <alouisf44@sbcglobal.net> 

 

 

 

Ephesians 5:19: “ . . .speaking to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit.” 

Sakhalin, a 600 mile long, 40 mile wide island off 
the eastern coast of Russia might seem a strange 
place for singing hymns.  But that’s exactly what a 
group of Russians along with several Americans 
were doing one frosty Sunday morning in 2008.  
Our group had rented a classroom in a Sakhalin 
high school for worship services.  We met every 
Sunday morning at 10 am, Russian time. 

Both the Americans and Russians in our group 
were living and working in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk, the 
capital of Sakhalin.  Oil company employers had 
sent us there.  Off-shore drilling had been suc-
cessful, and a huge LNG plant was being con-
structed on the southern tip of Sakhalin.  Workers 
were everywhere. 

Three Russian members of the Church of Christ 
from Barnaul had moved to Sakhalin to start our 
worship group.  They brought with them song 
books in Russian donated by Eastern Europe Mis-
sion. 

At first the Americans had a problem with the 
books.  All the hymns were in Russian.  The 
Americans knew the songs—Blessed Assurance, 
The Lord is my Shepherd, How Great Thou Art—
but couldn’t understand the Russian words. 

A Russian guy suggested the Americans sing in 
English while the Russians sang in Russian at the 
same time.  Then the whole group would sing to-
gether, each in his own language.  One of the 
Americans knew words to the first verse of almost 
any hymn.  The others followed his lead.  Soon 
everyone felt comfortable singing English and 
Russian together. 

Even on a remote island in the dead of winter we 
were able to speak to one another with psalms, 
hymns, and songs from the Spirit. 

Lord Jesus’s love and grace know no limitation. 

John Black, MCOC, Houston 
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Try to drink a whole glass of water and you will 
find you are swallowing and breathing intermit-
tently.  Water is going into your mouth and air 
is going into your nose, and they both go into 
your throat in a common passage called the 
Pharynx.  Below the Pharynx, the water goes 
into the Esophagus and down to the Stomach 
and the and the air goes into the Larynx and 
into the Lungs. 

It is a handy plan except that if the air goes into 
the Esophagus and Stomach it makes you 
burp, but if the water goes into the Larynx and 
Lungs you die, or more specifically you drown. 

This is not a good situation for evolutionary trial 
and error for a million years.  It is a serious de-
sign problem which must work now. 

The solution to this problem is a specially de-
signed organ called the Epiglottis.  In breathing 
as is shown in the upper figure the Epiglottis is 
up and allows air to go into either the Larynx or 
Esophagus.  The Esophagus is plugged below 
so not much air goes there.  Air flows freely in-
to and out of the Lungs through the Larynx.  An 
occasional restriction there is the vocal cords, 
which is a whole other subject. 

The second figure indicates that when food is 
coming down the Pharynx, the Epiglottis folds 
down to cover the Larynx and forces the food 
into the Esophagus.  As implied in the above 
example of drinking a whole glass of water, it 
happens so quickly and automatically that we 
typically just take it for granted.  On occasion 
when a little bit of water gets into the Larynx a 
complete backup system is designed to detect 
this and we start coughing to expel it.   

On the one hand this is an amazing capability 
God has provided us with which clearly cannot 
be evolved.  On the other hand it is just one of 
the hundreds if not thousands of complex sys-

tems which make up our bodies to make us 
what we are.  The only thing more amazing 
than how wonderfully we are designed is that a 
majority of the people in the world to day look 
at it and take it for granted that we are an acci-
dent of evolution. 

Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. 
 

 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION — EPIGLOTTIS  

SWOLLOWING 
Human Body, p. 219, Dorling Kindersley, Ltd. 

(A really good book to have) 

BREATHING 
Human Body, p. 219, Dorling Kindersley, Ltd. 
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1. “You didn’t send me a thank you note for my 
thank you note.” Thank you. 

2. “You are too happy!” I’ll make a point of being 
a total grump around you. 

3. “I will leave the church if you don’t put tissue 
seat covers in the bathrooms!” Please flush on 
the way out. 

4. “I would be happy to take your wife to the store 
to help her select some appropriate clothes.” 
Please do, but don’t return. 

5. “I guess I have to die to get you to wear a suit 
and tie to church again.” The preacher did so 
the next Sunday. He’s waiting on the member 
to hold up his end of the deal. 

6. “Every sermon you preach is better than the 
next one.” Thank you . . . no, wait. 

7. “Why do we have to follow something an apos-
tle wrote 2,000 years ago?” Yep, that Bible is 
overrated. 

8. “You don’t tell enough jokes when you preach.” 
Yes, I do. I mentioned your name in my last 
sermon. 

9. You need to stop talking about making disci-
ples.” Yes, that criticism came from an elder. 

10. “When you changed the name from Sunday 
school to small groups, you took Jesus and the 
Bible out of the church!” I agree. Read Hezeki-
ah 4:11. 

11. “You didn’t give good advice about the family 
vacuum.” Now, that’s important. 

12. “I heard you are going to cancel Christmas.” 
Yes, I consulted with the Grinch. 

13. “I don’t like the color of your beard hair.” Thank 
you. I plan to dye it pink. 

14. “Your hair color is too dark for someone in your 
profession.” Don’t worry. The more I hear from 
you, the grayer it gets. 

15. “Just because it’s in the Bible, you don’t have 
to talk about it.” I try to be selective. 

16. “Your wife used the wrong spoon in the cole-
slaw at the church social.” Thank you. She has 
agreed to be in timeout from church for one 
year. 

17. “You ended a sentence with a preposition in 
your sermon.” What is this criticism good for? 

18. “Your pregnant wife is faking morning sick-
ness.” I would be happy for you to watch her 
throw up.           From Thom Rainer, 12/24/18“ 

 COMPLAINTS TO THE PREACHER 

  

Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most importantly, 
please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

 

In an effort to meet a growing demand for chil-
dren needing out of home placement, Foster’s 
Home for  Children is expanding by three addi-
tional group homes in the summer of 2019.  We 
will be interviewing and hiring caregivers for 
these three homes around May of 2019.  If you 
are interested in being considered, it is not too 
early to submit your application.  Consider serv-
ing with us as we provide sanctuary and healing 
to children of trauma.  Applications can be 
found on our website at www.fostershome.org, 
and submitted to glenn@fostershome.org.   

For more information, contact Glenn Newberry, 
President, at 214 536-6172.   



Greater Houston Area Churches of Christ 

& Aspiring Leaders 
Saturday, February 23, 2019 

8:00 a.m.  -  12:30 p.m. 

Breakfast & Lunch Served 

Topics: 

 What is the primary role of elders? 

 Effective strategies to shepherd the flock 

 Ineffective strategies 

 Delegating tasks 

 Improving the relationship between elders, 

ministers, deacons & members 

 Preparing future leaders 

Interactive Group Sessions 

Words of Wisdom by Seasoned Elders 

 

Hosted by: 
 

Fifth Ward Church of Christ 
and Oklahoma Christian University 
Church Growth Think Tank 
 

4308 Stonewall Street 
Houston, Texas 77020 
713-672-2654 
 
Please email all attendees to: 
bulletin@fwcoc.org 

Kent Allen 
Former Elder 

Memorial Rd. Church of Christ 
Edmond, Oklahoma 

Freddy Holland 
Elder - South Union Church of Christ 

Houston, Texas 

Howard Norton 
Elder - College Church of Christ 

Searcy, Arkansas  



Greater Houston Area Churches of Christ 
Leadership Workshop  

Saturday, February 23, 2018 
 

8:00 a.m.  -  8:55 a.m.  -  Breakfast 

9:00 a.m.  -  Introductions  -  Role Call 

9:20 a.m. -  10:20 a.m.  -  Group Discussions 

Topics: 

 What is the primary role of elders? 

 Effective strategies to shepherd the flock 

 Ineffective strategies 

 Delegating tasks 

 Improving the relationship between elders, ministers, deacons, and members  

 Preparing future leaders 

 

10:20 a.m.  -  10:30 a.m.  -  Break 

10:30 a.m.  -  10:45 a.m.  -  Group Summaries 

10:50 a.m.  -   11:05 a.m.  -  Words of Wisdom: Kent Allen                                                                      

                                                                           Elder Memorial Road Church of Christ                 

11:10 a.m.  -  11:25 a.m.  -  Group Summaries 

11:30 a.m.  -   11:45 a.m.  -  Words of Wisdom: Freddy Holland   

                                                                           Elder South Union Church of Christ  

11:45 a.m.  -  11:55 a.m.  -  Break 

11:55 a.m.  -  12:10 p.m.  -  Final Words of Wisdom: Howard Norton  

                                                                                   Elder College Church of Christ 

 

12:15 a.m.  -  12:25 a.m.  -  Announcements  & Closing Remarks   

12:30 p.m.  Lunch and Pictures 
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ADVERTISING POLICY: 

Any scriptural event relating to more 
than one congregation at no cost 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELPING VICTIMS NATIONWIDE 
 

Info or assistance call 615-833-0888 or 1-800-541-2848 
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort, Inc. 
P.O. Box 111180, Nashville, TN 37222-1180 

 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Hei- derich: Di-
rector 

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist 
 

311A East Calhoun Street, El Campo, TX 77437 
Clinic 979-578-9091, Cell 214-862-8964 

 

Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist 

 

Tomball, TX 
+1 ( 

832) 534-0730 
lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  

 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups 
meet at Spring Creek Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at 

no cost.  
 

Individual programs available for a fee. 

EEM (EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS) 
Many Eastern European administrators,  

librarians and teachers believe giving the Bible 
to their children will change the future of  

their country.   
What can you Do?  You can supply Bibles and 
biblical materials: For $1000 for a school, $150 

for a class, $50 for ten students, or $5 for a 
child! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dirk Smith  501-2789-1728    dsmith@eem.org 
Eastern European Mission     800-486-1818      

MillionDolllarSunday.org 

 

Foster’s Home for Children 
 

“More than a home, 
A sanctuary.” 

Placement applica ons accepted. 
Employment applica ons welcome. 

Applica ons and dona ons accepted online 
at 

www.fostershome.org 
Stephenville, Texas  
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IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION is a 97 page 8 1/2” x 11” full color book by 

Benton Baugh which includes many of the “impossible” ar cles in this 

newsle er plus discussions on  what impossible means, defini on of 

terms, what evolu onists are going to teach your kids, and answers for 

evolu onists.  Price: $30. 

To order this book go to:  

Www.thearray.org, BOOK tab 

(All net proceeds go to Oklahoma Chris an University) 

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY is a 363 page 8 1/2” x 11” B&W book provid-

ing more than 100 topical lessons  including Impossible for Evolu on 

(briefly), Array  of Gods (major religions), Chris an Array (Chris an top-

ics), and Innova on Array (denomina onalism).  Price $20. 
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AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES  
 
 

 

 
1/18-19/19 Medical Missions Seminar.  IHCF African Christian Hospitals, Springdale, Ark. 
  See ihcf.net 
 
1/23-26/19 Sunset Vision Workshop, Sunset International Bible Institute, Lubbock, TX 
  See sunset/bible/workshop 
 
2/3-7/19 Freed-Hardeman Bible Lectureship, Henderson, TN.  Contact Kristi Burleson 
  At lectureship@fhu.edu, see fhu.edu 
 
2/23/19 Houston Area Wide Leader’s Workshop  
  Fifth Ward Church of Christ, 4308 Stonewall St, Houston, TX 77020 
 
3/27-30/19 Evangelism and Church Growth Workshop, Faith Village Church of Christ, 
  4100 McNeil, Wichita Falls, TX, 76308 
 

4/20-25/19 75th Annual Church of Christ National Lectureship, St. Louis,  
  See national-lectureship.net,  contact@nationallectureship.net 
 
Each Wed.    NE Houston Preacher’s Meeting, location varies, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
   Contact Cecil Herndon, aj10@ridemetro.com 
 
 

2nd Tues. NW Houston Preacher’s Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. , Ranchero King  
  Buffet, 5900 N. Frwy., Hou, confirm with Gerald Fruzia fruzia70@sbcglobal.net 

   
 

All past copies of the newsletter can be found on the website “thearray.org”.   

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org. 

Circulation: 4587 congregations and individual members 

Advertisements: Send to info@thearray.org 

RENEW YOUR “SUBSCRIPTION”!!!! 
 
Your free subscription can be renewed at www.thearray.org on the  mailing list tab.  When 
you “opt-in” to this email list you will receive the e-book #1 Sign You Are Lukewarm. 


