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Community Evangelism Time (CET) is the 
time you spend in the process of bringing 
someone from the community up to the point 
of assimilation in your congregation.   It would 
clearly be doing personal evangelism discus-
sions, but would also include activities such as  
teaching Bible classes to prepare other for 
personal evangelism discussions. 

Alternately, Personal Religion Time (PRT) 
would be time you spend in your personal 
worship and your fellowship with other Chris-
tians.  Maintenance Time (MT) would be infra-
structure upkeep and support work.  It is prob-
ably reasonable to classify all our religious 
time in one of these categories. 

The reason for these somewhat arbitrary defi-
nitions is an attempt to discuss how much 
time it takes to do personal evangelism.  This 
is the subject of a Project Paper issued by the 
OC Church Growth Think Tank titled OCCG-
036  Time Required for Community Evan-
gelism.  It is attached to this newsletter 
mailing, and is posted to the occgthinktank.org 
website. 

The reason for this paper is the apparent per-
ception that there is little time required to do 
personal evangelism.  The day of Pentecost, 
third world conversions, and what happens 

sometimes when a new convert brings their 
friends are suggested as “low hanging fruit” 
situations, and we act as if that is the norm for 
all situations.  Results tend to suggest that 
those are unique situations and that normally 
considerably more effort is required to do 
community evangelism.  

A lot of the congregations in the US spend all 
their time on personal religious time and 
maintenance time, devoting very little time to 
actual community evangelism. 

The paper suggests that you look for a situa-
tion in which you have a clear idea of how 
much time is spend per conversion and how 
many conversions were made to get an actual 
estimate of the time required to make a con-
version. A form is supplied for this and it is 
suggested that a missionary or group of mis-
sionaries are a good  test case. 

Continued on page 3 
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No one has to ask. You don’t have to stand on 
a soap box and shout. Everyone can tell who 
we put in the highest place. From the first 
thought in the morning to the last whisper be-
fore we sleep, there is only one who belongs 
in the center of our universe. We worship with 
the fabric of our lives, every nuance of being 
belongs to God. Think of the song, Highest 
Place, by Ramon Pink. 

We place You 
On the highest place, 
For You 
Are the great High Priest; 
We place You 
High above all else, 
And we come to You 
And worship at Your feet. 
We place You (Echo) 
On the highest place, (Echo) 
For You (Echo) 
Are the great High Priest; (Echo) 
We place You (Echo) 
High above all else, 
And we come to You 
And worship at Your feet. 
And we come to You 
And worship at Your feet (by Ramon Pink) 

Remembering now all the times I get in the 
way. All the other things that seem so urgent. 
Why can’t I make this commitment absolute, 
never ending, never interrupted with earthy 
things? My eyes fail me, drifting off in other 
directions and pursuits. Even so, I am an 
overcomer, just like he overcame. 

There he is in all his glory, power and majesty. 
How could anything or anyone else take his 
place? Can you picture our risen Lord? He is 
the First and the Last, the living one, once 
dead and now alive for ever and ever. His 
head and hair white like wool, as white as 
snow, and his eyes like a blazing fire. His feet 
like bronze glowing in the furnace and his 
voice like the sound of rushing waters. His 
face like the sun shining in all its brilliance.  

(From Rev. 1:13f)  

Look into his eyes and melt, reach out your 
hand and be lifted up. “Amen. Come, Lord Je-
sus.” (Rev. 22:20) 

Elizabeth Brown 

My Highest Place  

 

PREACHING SPECIALISTS 

Congregations sometimes need fill-in preach-
ers and speakers with special subjects which 
are difficult for the local minister to become 
proficient in.   Following are a list of speakers 
with topics which may be of interest to you.   
Each of the speakers are known to us and reli-
ably present the Word.  
 
If any of the topics are interesting to you, con-
tact information is provided. Some speakers 
may require expenses and/or stipends.   
 
 CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IMPACT ON 

CHURCH FAITHFULNESS 
 CHRISTIAN COLLEGE IMPACT ON MAR-

RIAGE 
  Kent Allen, Oklahoma Christian University 
  405-315-3008 
 
 CROSSING THE LINE IN ADDICTION 
  Philip Bailey, Memorial Church of Christ,  
  Houston, TX, 713-304-0011 
  Pbailey@gpbaileyconsulting.com 
 
 GOD IS SCIENTIFIC 
 WHAT YOU HAVE TO BELIEVE 
     TO BE AN ATHEIST 
 WHAT TEENAGERS SHOULD KNOW 
     BEFORE LEAVING 
  Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. 
  Memorial church of Christ Houston, TX  
  713-419-8683 
  bbaugh@thearray.org 
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The last page of the paper provides the re-
sults for a group of missionaries who went to 
Vitoria, Brazil and felt the situation was 
reasonably similar to the US situation.  Most 
prospects had an Christian background, so 
belief in Jesus was not the question.  Most 
were Roman Catholic, so it was a major shift 
to join the church.  Year 2 was selected for 
comparison as much of year 1 was spent get-
ting there and becoming accustomed to the 
Portuguese language.   

The result of their efforts was 1 convert per 
every 1416 hours invested.  Compare that 
to our typical perception of 5-10 hours per 
convert.  It is not even in the same ball park.   

It is hard to imagine that that is a realistic 
number, but it sort of doesn’t matter.   
You need to find your situation and 
get your own realistic number.   

When you have your own number 
and  you recognize that  Jesus ex-
pects you to be taking part in the 
Great Commission, you will be sure 
that personal evangelism must be a 
team effort at your congregation.   

The example given for those num-
bers was that if you had a 300 mem-
ber congregation and you encour-
aged them to do 3 hours of personal 
evangelism and personal evangelism 
support activities each week, that 
would give 900 hours.  At that rate 
you would be baptizing someone 
about every week and a half.  That 
would approximate about an 11% 
annual growth rate (Presumes births 
cancel deaths and move-ins cancel 
move-outs). 

Characteristically we have a well in-
tended  focus on personal evange-
lism without comparable focus on the 
other parts of engaging,  maturing 
new members, and support organi-

zations. 

This biggest story here is that to effectively 
engage members of your congregation in 3 
hours of personal evangelism each week 
probably means you need to be more orga-
nized that you are.  That your organization 
used to be adequate and workable doesn’t 
necessarily make it adequate and workable 
for today. 

Turns out that a considerable part of the work 
of the OC Church Growth Think Tank is study-
ing how to organize for this work.  This work is 
compiled in the Church Leaders Workshop, 
which is discussed on page 5 in this e-
magazine. 

COMMUNITY EVANGELISM TIME , p. 2 



 

4 

 

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

If we are to effectively use our service time for 
Jesus, there are a number of factors which 
need to be supported.  Friendship evangelism 
is a great way to “get the ball rolling” on doing 
personal evangelism, but some substance 
needs to follow up.  If we only attract people 
because we are friendly, they will leave when 
someone else is friendlier. 
 
When a prospect asks why should I be-
come a member of the church of Christ, 
you can make positive statements regarding 
what we do is scriptural.  This can work, but 
most people believe the denomination they 
are in or came from was also scriptural. 
 
It would seem beneficial to positively state 
what the church does or believes that their 
denomination did not do or believe.   The abil-
ity to do that would focus your limited contact 
time on something which might strike a 
responsive cord in someone.  
 
The INNOVATION ARRAY which is a compo-
nent of the online CHRISTIAN ARRAY NOTE-
BOOK is an attempt to do this.  This pack-
age is posted on thearray.org website under 
the CHRISTIAN ARRAY tab. 
 
An attachment is being mailed 
with this newsletter titled 
“INNOVATION ARRAY 
SAMPLE” includes a blank 
form and one filled out as a 
sample.  This section is in-
tended to give a quick ready 
access to the basic beliefs of 
other religious groups in a 
standardized, quick access 
format.  When getting ready 
for a contact, anyone can 
quickly review this information 
online to assist their efforts. 
 

The intent of this is to give specific information 
which is not inflammatory and is supported by 
a specific source.  Hopefully the will be book, 
chapter, and verse type information, but their 
book rather than the Bible. 
 
This information can be an important part of 
our fulfilling the Great Commission, but devel-
oping it is time consuming and adequate pro-
gress has not been made. 
 
This is a request for more help in developing 
the Innovation Array section.  We are looking 
for members who will study a denomination or 
other religious group and carefully document 
them.  This will most easily be done by some-
one who was formerly a member of such a 
group, but anyone can do it.   
 
If you are willing to help in this area, send an 
email to bbaugh@thearray.org,  We will tell 
you if someone else has volunteered for the 
same group and put you into contact so you 
can work together, or you can take another 
group. 
 
We appreciate your consideration of assis-
tance on this project. 

Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. 

INNOVATION ARRAY—AN APPEAL FOR HELP! 
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“White blood cells are an important compo-
nent of your blood system, which is also made 
up of red blood cells, platelets, and plasma. 
 
Although your white blood cells account for 
only about 1% of your blood, their impact is 
significant. White blood cells, also called leu-
kocytes, are essential for good health and pro-
tection against illness and disease. 

Think of white blood cells as your immunity 
cells. In a sense, they are continually at war. 
They flow through your bloodstream to battle 
viruses, bacteria, and other foreign invaders 
that threaten your health. When your body is 
in distress and a particular area is under at-
tack, white blood cells rush in to help destroy 
the harmful substance and prevent illness. 

White blood cells are made inside the bone 
marrow and stored in your 
blood and lymphatic tissues. 
Because some white blood 
cells have a short lifespan of 
one to three days, your bone 
marrow is constantly making 
them.” 
 
“These broadest categories 
can be further divided into the 
five main types: neutrophils, 
eosinophils, basophils, lym-
phocytes, and monocytes.” 
 
The previous is from the Uni-
versity of Rochester Medical 
Center Health Encyclopedia 
(online) 
 
White blood cells had no rea-
son to exist until beings exist-
ed which were complex 
enough to have a closed cir-
culation system, and they 
were attacked by some virus 
type cell which would harm it.  

When the being was attacked, it did not have 
a million years to develop a white blood cell 
type warrior to defend itself.  It either had to 
develop it immediately or already have to 
have it due to the foresight of a designer.   
 
To complicate this further it would appear that 
they are 5 types of white blood cells to fight off 
5 different types of virus type things.  This 
means that the impossible for evolution situa-
tion not only existed, but it existed 5 times 
with respect to white blood cells alone.  One 
has to wonder how you write impossible to the 
fifth power. 
 
Clearly white blood cells are impossible for 
evolution and are an indication of a designer, 
and that designer is Jehovah. 
 

Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION #68: WHITE BLOOD CELLS 
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The OCCG Think Tank is studying how to promote methods which will return the 
churches of Christ to a growth mode while maintaining a firm scriptural basis. 

We solicit everyone’s ideas on how to do this, but even more than this we need your 
assistance in making this a reality.   

 

It is clear that having some ideas is different than translating the ideas to a beneficial 
form and communicating these ideas to the our congregations.   

 

Whereas we would encourage all to dedicate your service time to your local congre-
gation, if you have extra service time and energies, we need your help.  There are 

many ways to help including: 
 

Working on Webpage design 
Microsoft Access programming 

Phone app for ready access to Bible teachings 
Develop Bible teachings into a standardized format 

Develop standardized information regarding denominations 
 

If helping in these areas is interesting to you, contact bbaugh@thearray.org 

OCCG THINK TANK 
CHURCH LEADERS WORKSHOPS 

  

Members of the OCCG Think Tank would be pleased to come to your area  

and present our Church Leaders Workshop with some of the information we have 

been studying and developing. 
 

Real and practical suggestions will be made on how to better engage your  

members in accomplishing our part of the Great Commission in our time. 
 

Workshops are formatted as: 

Area Wide Workshops meeting at the location of a host congregation, 

or Individual congregational workshops. 
 

If you would like to host a workshop for your area or would like one scheduled  for 
your congregation, go to the occgthinktank.org website, contact us tab, and send 

your information. 
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Foster’s Home for Children 
 

“More than a home, 
A sanctuary.” 

Placement applicaƟons accepted. 
Employment applicaƟons welcome. 

ApplicaƟons and donaƟons accepted online 
at 

www.fostershome.org 
Stephenville, Texas  

 

THE CATALYST INITIATIVE  

Is seeking members who 
are an employee of or 
knows someone with  

connections to  
retirement centers. 

 

If you do or know someone who 
does, contact: 

Philip Bailey, 713-304-0011,  
pbailey@thecatalystinitiative.org 

or 
Benton F. Baugh, 713-419-8683, 
bbaugh@thecatalystinitiative.org  

THE CATALYST INITIATIVE 
  

GOAL: Help the kingdom grow by encouraging  those without a neighborhood  
congregation to start one. 

 

PREMISE: The difficulty of doing personal evangelism is proportionate to the dis-
tance you are from your congregation. 

 

If you live far enough from your established congregation that it makes it difficult  
to do personal evangelism and would like to consider starting a new local  

autonomous scriptural congregation, let us know. 
 

We have experienced volunteers available to assist you in starting  
your new congregation or to discuss the possibility. 

 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE: www.thecatalystinitiative.org 
 

Led By: 
Philip Bailey, 713-304-0011, pbailey@thecatalystinitiative.org 

Benton F. Baugh, 713-419-8683, bbaugh@thecatalystinitiative.org  
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Meeting at Tom Wilson Elementary 
5200 Falcon Landing Blvd. 

Katy Texas, 77494.   
 

 Bible class at 9:00 am  
Worship at 10:00 am. 

 
Please plan to attend and tell your 

friends and neighbors.  Most important-
ly, please pray for this mission effort. 

www.nfbcoc.org 
     For more information, contact:         

info@nfbcoc.org 

HELPING VICTIMS NATIONWIDE 
 

When disasters such as tornadoes, hurricanes, wildfires 
and floods stroke, we can bring prepackaged food box-
es, personal hygiene boxes, infant care, cleaning sup-
plies, bottled water, clothing and other supplies to a lo-
cal Church of Christ congregation(s) serving that area. 

 

Info or assistance call 615-833-0888 or 1-800-541-2848 
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort, Inc. 
P.O. Box 111180, Nashville, TN 37222-1180 
dsastrrlf@aol.com    www.disasterrelief.org 

Lance Decker  
Certified Grief Recovery Specialist 

 
Tomball, TX 

+1 ( 
832) 534-0730 

lance@lancedecker.com 
www.lancedecker.com  
 

Grief Support/Recovery Groups meet at Spring Creek 
Church of Christ in Tomball, TX at no cost. Next group 

starts Sept 11, 2016 at 4PM 
 

Individual programs available for a fee. 
 

Programs 
The Grief Recovery Method: For all Grief Experiences 

When Children Grieve: Helps parents help children 
grieve 

Pet Loss:  Program specifically for the loss of a pet 
 

Also available for speaking to groups/
congregaƟons about grief. 

EEM (EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSIONS) 
Many Eastern European administrators,  

librarians and teachers believe giving the Bible 
to their children will change the future of  

their country.   
What can you Do?  You can supply Bibles and 
biblical materials: For $1000 for a school, $150 

for a class, $50 for ten students, or $5 for a 
child! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dirk Smith  501-2789-1728    dsmith@eem.org 
Eastern European Mission     800-486-1818      

MillionDolllarSunday.org 
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AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES  
 
Each Wed.    Northeast Houston Preacher’s Meeting, Darien Loop CofC, 7014  
   Darien St., Houston, 11:00—1:00, Contact Cecil Herndon, aj10@ridemetro.com 
   for more details  
 
 

2nd Tues. Northwest Houston Preacher’s Luncheon, 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
  at the Ranchero King Buffet, 5900 N. Frwy., Houston, confirm with  
  Dale Foster at dalefost@gmail.com for info.  
 
 

8/2018 Greater Houston Area Campaign for Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
The Christian Array E-Magazine 
This e-magazine is sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to promote 
scriptural teachings, area wide activities and church growth.  If you do not want to receive this e-
magazine, send an e-mail to bbaugh@thearray.org and it will be stopped.     
 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter, send their e-mail addresses to 
bbaugh@thearray.org.  All past copies of the newsletter can be found on the website “thearray.org”.   

Permission to reuse information: 
As our sole objective is to get good information out to church members, anyone is welcome to use 

any part or all of what is in the publication at any time.  No permission or credit is required. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to bbaugh@thearray.org. 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possi-
ble and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible.  In that 
light, we would appreciate it if you would: 
1. forward the church member e-mail addresses  which you have, 
2. send the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you might 

have, and 
3. give us an idea of how to collect church member e-mail addresses. 


