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Webster defines “truth” as that state of being
the case, fact, the body of real things, events,
and facts, actuality. It also refers to truth as
things which are accepted as true. This would
mean that to some people, false things would
be truth to them because they accept them as
true.

Wikipedia defines worldview as “A comprehen-
sive world view (or worldview) is the fundamen-
tal cognitive orientation of an individual or soci-
ety encompassing the entirety of the individual
or society's knowledge and point-of-view.“

Our “worldview” is influenced by what we have
seen and learned and influenced by what we
consider right or wrong.

Consider 4 individuals:

1. A strict constructionist church of Christ
member (closely follows “speak where the
Bible speaks and remain silent where the
Bible is silent”)

2. A devout Catholic

3. A Muslim

4. An atheist

Consider what each of these individuals consid-
ers the source of or highest truth:

1. CofC member: the Bible

2. Catholic: The Pope

3. Muslim: The Koran

4. Atheist: What a scientist says

There is no question about the sincerity of any
of these individuals.

Now consider what each of these individuals

understand to be the truth on the subject of

baptism:

1. CofC Member: Baptism of consenting adults
by immersion is required.

2. Catholic: Sprinkling or pouring of infants is
acceptable.

3. Muslim: Not required.

4. Atheist: Not a consideration.

Each of these points of view are “truth” to the

person.

Is there actually a true “truth”, or is it simply rel-
ative to your point of view.

Continued on page 2.
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TRUTH!, PAGE 2

Truth! Continued from page 1.

There are some things we know are absolutely
true. Jehovah exists or does not exist. There
are no other options. He does not sort of exist.

If Jehovah does not exist, none of the rest mat-
ters. What you want to believe at that time is a
social decision. If Jehovah exists and has any
expectations of us, it can have eternal conse-
guences.

Is a worldview or belief system such as in Jeho-
vah testable. It would be really handy if your de-
ity would tap you on your shoulder and say
“here | am”. Turns out it doesn’t happen.

Given that is true, what are testable aspects of

your worldview? Consider the following “tests:

1. Is consistent, i.e. does not say opposite
things at different times.

2. Makes scientific statements to demonstrate
intelligence a human would not have (Heb.
11:1)

3. Makes prophecies which have come to pass.

4. Does not say things which are impossible to
their belief system (i.e. atheism believes in a
supernatural creation to the universe without
believing in supernatural events)

5. The people who claim to be the vessels for
communication of the message from their
deity live lives consistent with that message.
(The primary income from the early Muslim
religion was robbing camel trains.)

Consistency, prophecies, and scientific state-
ments are strictly the domain of the teachings of
Jehovah. Muslim adherents claim this as herit-
age, but offer nothing to demonstrate that they
are an extension of Judeo/Christianity.

The actual point to this rambling is that when
you talk to someone and say they need to be
baptized for the remission of sins, you are not
saying what is truth to them. Their source of
truth is saying something else.

If you are attempting to use “friendship evange-
lism” and hope they will be baptized because it
feels like the right thing to do to be a member of
your congregation, that works. Although they
might not assimilate the importance of baptism
at first, they will learn it over time.

If you are having a discussion with someone
who is satisfied in their present situation, helping
them to change their worldview to a Bible based
one may be of assistance.

If you can get someone to agree that it is appro-
priate to believe what the Bible says in prefer-
ence to anyone or anything else, it changes the
nature of a personal evangelism encounter.
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ASK THE LORD OF HARVEST

Kirk H Castleman—Houston, TX

| have not heard anyone pray in a while, “Lord
of harvest...send out workers into (your) har-
vest field” (Matthew 9:38). Many prayers are
offered for a multitude of desires, but where is
the petition for those who will answer the Lord’s
call to go and reap the plentiful harvest? When
Jesus “saw the crowds, he had compassion on
them because they were harassed and help-
less, like sheep without a shepherd” (Matthew
9:36). His evaluation of the situation was “the
harvest is plentiful but the workers are
few” (Matthew 9:37). He commanded His disci-
ples to “ask the Lord of harvest...to send out
workers into His harvest field (Matthew 9:38).

In our American culture, our response might be
to form a committee and study the situation, or
we might form discussion groups to share
meaningful ideas. Maybe some would insist on
training programs to solve the need and growth
would automatically happen.

What was the key to Jesus’ success? How did
Jesus deal with this problem? What was the
solution?

1. Pray as He commanded—Mathew 9:38 ltis
the prayer of Matthew 6:10: “Your Kingdom
come (to those who are lost), Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven”; or the sen-
timent “make me a servant, make me like
you.”

2. See the crowds with His compassion—
Matthew 9:36. Powerful prayer produces a
profound emotional response. Emotion puts
us in motion.

3. Follow Jesus as He went teaching and
preaching—Matthew 9:35. The first step of
His method is adoring, committed, faithful,
loving, and obedient prayer. When the
Lord’'s people begin asking the Lord to send
out workers, that is when they say, “Here
am |, send me”, they go.

Foster’s Home for Children
“More than a home,
A sanctuary.”
Placement applications accepted.
Employment applications welcome.

Applications and donations accepted online at : a

www.fostershome.orq
Stephenville, Texas
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COMMANDS FOR TODAY

Elizabeth Brown—Texarkana, TX

“My command is this: Love each other as |
have loved you.” (John 15:12) “The entire law is
summed up in a single command: “Love your
neighbor as yourself.” (Gal. 5:14) “Love does
no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law.” (Rom. 13:10)

“Command those who are rich in this present
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their
hope in God, who richly provides us with every-
thing for our enjoyment.” (1 Tim. 6:17)

“Command them to do good, to be rich in good
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.
In this way they will lay up treasure for them-
selves as a firm foundation for the coming age,
so that they may take hold of the life that is truly
life.” (I Tim. 6:18, 19)

“Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us,

we have confidence before God and receive
from him anything we ask, because we obey
his commands and do what pleases him. And
this is his command: to believe in the name of
his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another
as he commanded us. Those who obey his
commands live in him and he in them. And this
is how we know that he lives in us: We know it
by the Spirit he gave us.” (I John 3:21-24)

“This is how we know that we love the children
of God: by loving God and carrying out his
commands. This is love for God: to obey his
commands. And his commands are not burden-
some, for everyone born of God has overcome
the world. (I John 5:2-4)

“...and teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you. And surely | will be with you
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matt.
28:20)

DO
YOU

The Bible teaches we are not predestined to
salvation. (Gal. 5:4)

BELIEVE
THE

If your religious group teaches something else,
you might like to visit your local Church of Christ.

BIBLE?

The Churches of Christ attempt to speak where
the Bible speaks and remain silent where the
Bible is silent. (Rev. 22:18-19)
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IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION: AWARENESS! (#58)

When sight, sound, touch, taste, and hearing
electrical signals reach the brain something
happens and we are aware of our environment.
It is spectacular, but we really don’'t have a
name for it. Alive? Conscious? Intelligence?

For the purpose of this article, we are going to
use the term “Awareness” to identify this char-
acteristic. If you know of a better name, let us
know. To be “aware” the brain must receive
electrical signals, decode them, interpret them,
and “understand” what they mean. We do this
instinctively and so frequently that we simply
take the process for granted (unless we lose
one of the signals, e.g. become blind).

Awareness is actually so complex that no sci-
entist with their millions of dollars of research
have any idea as to how it happens.

Your ability to read this page says you have a
high degree of intelligence, but you are not the
sole possessor of it. A single sperm cell knows
enough to go find an egg to fertilize it. That
demonstrates that this happens even on the
microscopic scale. The sperm cell cannot read
or write, but it has enough “awareness” to do its
part in reproduction. Turns out, no living thing
can survive without it, no matter how large or
small they are.

Awareness is so complex and mysterious that
no scientist can tell you how it happens. All
they can tell you, and will tell you with assur-
ance, is that a zero 1.Q. single cell crude life
form conceived of it and implemented it as a
part of the evolutionary fantasy.

Awareness is the design of a highly intelligent
designer - and that designer is Jehovah!

A READY ANSWER: SENDING YOUR
MOTHER TO HELL

There are those who decline to be baptized be-
cause being baptized is in effect saying their
non-baptized mother is going to hell.

It is reasonable to have sympathy with some-

one who cares for and respects their mother.

However, there are a couple of things to con-

sider:

1. If your being baptized was going to send
your mother to hell, that means she is al-
ready going to hell because your baptism is
not her baptism.

2. By making the statement, it means that you
have actually concluded your mother is go-
ing to hell, you just do not want to offend
her. Ask yourself the opposite question.
You are who you are. If your son or daugh-
ter realized you were going to hell, would
you be honored if they went to hell with you
so you would not be offended? It is difficult
to imagine that you would feel honored by
your child’'s knowing decision to go to hell
so your feelings would not be hurt.

It would seem more reasonable to say that your
mother would be honored if you followed the
truth, and tried to tactfully share the truth with
them. It does not guarantee that they are go-
ing to like it. If you have concluded that proper
baptism is the correct thing to do, you have al-
so concluded that proper baptism is the correct
thing for your mother also. At that point it is ob-
viously the correct thing for you to do. In doing
so, it actually improves the probability that your
mother will do the same thing.

It is appropriate to set the proper example and
proceed with humility.
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AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES — HOUSTON

2nd Tues.

6/22/14
7/12/14
7/19/14
7/26/14
7/27-30

9/28/14

5/20/15

Preacher’s Luncheon, confirm with Dale Foster at
dalefoster@gmail.com for address.

GREATER HOUSTON CAMPAIGN FOR CHRIST SCHEDULE

Rally, Campaign for Christ, 5:00 pm at Westbury Church of Christ
Preparation Day—at Memorial Church of Christ

Mission Aldine

Day of Good Works - Campbell Center

Houston Area Wide Campaign for Christ - Campbell Center

Eastern European Missions Million Dollar Sunday
www.milliondollarsunday.org

Foster’'s Home For Children Golf Tournament—Blackhorse

YAHOO GROUP

HoustonCofC is a Yahoo group hosted by Steve Sandifer [steve.sandifer@sbcglobal.net] for the pur-
pose of communicating Houston area news among the brethren.

church at no cost.

The Christian Array Newsletter

This newsletter will be sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to promote
scriptural teachings, area wide activities and church growth. If you do not want to receive this news-

letter, send an e-mail to info@thearray.org and it will be stopped.

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possi-
ble and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible. In that

light, we would appreciate it if you would:
1. forward the church member e-mail addresses which you have,

2. send the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you might

have, and
3. give us an idea of how to collect church member e-mail addresses.

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ. It is published by
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor BCE is solely responsible for

the content. Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org.
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It is open to any member of the




