
 

THE CHRISTIAN ARRAY 
           AN E-MAGAZINE DEDICATED TO SUSTAINED SCRIPTURAL CHURCH GROWTH IN OUR GENERATION 

1 

NUMBER  75 June, 2013 

TIME FOR A READY ANSWER! 
 

One of our ladies was asked “Why do you be-
lieve in God?” and she responded that she 
sees proofs of God everywhere around us.  
When then asked “Why do you not believe in 
the scientific proofs which are regularly being 
shown in the papers about evolution?” she re-
sponded that she believed in God instead.   
When asked If she believed in the Big Bang, 
she said no.  When asked why she did not be-
lieve the proofs of the Big Bang which are reg-
ularly being given in the newspapers these 
days, she responded “Because I believe in 
God instead”.  When asked if her grandson 
heard her answers to the questions regarding 
the scientific proofs of evolution and the Big 
Bang, would they conclude that the Big Bang 
and evolution were scientifically proven.  She 
said she was “concerned”. 
 
These were trick questions.  We are regularly 
bombarded with “scientific proofs” of this and 
that which are in fact not scientific and are not 
proof of anything.  They are simply someone’s 
latest theory for how the world came into ex-
istence without God.   As it fits well into the 
mind frame of the liberal media, it gets pub-
lished as if it were a fact.   It is frequently 
stated as if it were a fact.   
 
Last week in a rerun of NCIS, Assistant Co-
rorner Jimmy Parker Stated the fact that 
“The development of opposable thumbs was 
a hallmark of human evolution”.    This  was 
just the latest in teaching that atheistic evo-
lution is a fact.  It is not a fact. 
 
We in the church and the others are losing a 
large percentage of our teenagers when 

they leave home.  Can we reasonably say we 
are preparing to launch them of into State sup-
ported colleges, with a high percentage of the 
faculty being atheists and well prepared to un-
dermine Christianity 
 
What are our youth prepared to say when they 
are asked, “Why do you not believe the scien-
tific proofs of evolution and the Big Bang?”   
For that matter, what do you say?  If you do 
not have a cogent answer for these questions, 
can you expect our kids to have one.   If they 
don’t have one and the professor is loudly pro-
claiming the latest “proof” of evolution, and 
what result can you expect.  
 
The following is one person’s answers to 
these questions.  These are prepared state-
ments and the author is prepared to defend 
them.  Your answers to each of these ques-
tions will be different, but you should be pre-
pared.  It is not reasonable after being a Chris-
tian for 20 years or more to say “I don’t know”.    
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On the other hand, it is not reasonable to ex-
pect the average homemaker to engage a Dr. 
of Evolutionary Biology in discussion on the 
subject of evolution.  We can expect that the 
average homemaker to have been exposed to 
the information and to know that we have 
members capable of dealing with the details of 
such matters.  If the average homemaker or 
any of the rest of you would like the following 
explained in better detail in person, class, or 
sermon, contact us and we will provide a 
speaker. 
 
The answers are given in terms of a short one 
sentence and a longer more detailed explana-
tion.  They can each be the basis of a sermon 
or longer study.  If you are not prepared to an-
swer these questions, you should be.   
 
WHY I BELIEVE IN GOD 
SHORT: I have studied the options and God is 
the only credible alternative. 
 
LONG: There are 2 choices - theism or athe-
ism, agnosticism meaning someone can’t 
make up their mind.  Another way to put this is 
there is the natural and there is the non-
natural or supernatural.  Atheism has to be 
reasonably based upon the idea that all things 
have happened by natural causes, and theism 
means that some of the things happened by 
supernatural means.   The very first event, the 
formations of something from nothing was not 
a natural event.  This means that atheism has 
to depend upon a supernatural event to get 
started.  Atheism is demonstrated as being 
false in the first step.  Atheism is also demon-
strated as being false by numerous subse-
quent events such as the start of life and the 
development of numerous characteristics such 
as stripes on a bird’s feather, vision, taste, 
touch, DNA all of which are impossible for 

evolution to develop.  (144 words) 
 
WHY I BELIEVE IN JEHOVAH/THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 
SHORT: The truth about Jehovah and the Old 
Testament is the most reasonable explanation 
for how we got here that I have found and it 
has stood the test of time. 
 
LONG: Jehovah is revealed to us in the Old 
Testament and the believability of Jehovah as 
God and the Bible as the Word of God are ir-
retrievably intertwined.  Reasons I believe 
them to be true are: 
1. The Bible was written over a period of 

approximately 1600 years by about 39 
men and has a remarkably consistent 
theme. 

2. Millions of dollars and great efforts have 
been expended to disprove statements in 
the Old Testament and have failed to do 
so. 

3. Numerous scientific statements are made 
by the Old Testament which could not 
have been known by the individuals who 
wrote them, these include: paths of the 
seas, singing of the stars, springs of the 
seas,  and rain water cycles. 

4. Also numerous myths exist in every gen-
eration, none of the contemporary myths 
were included in the Old Testament.  As 
an example, George Washington died 
because he was bled to death by leaches 
and it was contemporary medical practice 
(myth) that the leaches would suck the 
bad blood out.  If man had written the Old 
Testament in George Washington’s time, 
leaches sucking blood to cure illness 
would have been included in the teach-
ings. 
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5. No other religion even attempts to ex-
plain the full range from creation to the 
end of the earth, the others appear to be 
a man offering a good plan for contempo-
rary living which evolved into a religion. 
(215 words) 

 
WHY I BELIEVE IN JESUS / THE NEW TES-
TAMENT 
SHORT: Jesus as disclosed in the New Testa-
ment exemplifies the wisdom of God rather 
than the logic of mankind.  
 
LONG: Jesus is revealed to us in the New 
Testament and the believability of the New 
Testament is based in the believability of 
Jesus.  Reasons I believe them to be true 
are: 
1. The claims to be the Son of God, live 

a perfect life, doing miracles, and to 
be resurrected from the dead appear 
to be unreasonable to us today, but if 
we believe in the God who created 
the heavens and the earth, those 
goals would be relatively easy to at-
tain so that does not bring believabil-
ity into question. 

2. Jesus makes numerous teachings 
which reflect wisdom of a creator ra-
ther than the logic of man, i.e.  the 
leaders death by crucifixion, the wid-
ow’s mite, the meek shall inherit the 
earth,  love your enemies, etc. 

3. Jesus’ life reflected numerous events 
which would not have been written in 
a book promoting his message un-
less they were true, i.e. a 12 year old 
amazing the leaders of the Pharisees 
for 3 days straight and a woman be-
ing the first at the tomb to discover 
the resurrection. 

4. Heb. 11:1 says that which is seen is 

made of that which cannot be seen which 
is a scientifically correct statement for all 
ages, when said it could have been inter-
preted as made from nothing, but today 
we can understand that everything is 
made of atoms smaller than the wave 
length of light so they literally cannot be 
seen. 

5. I have looked at all the other major reli-
gions of the world and found them to be 
simply well intentioned men writing about 
how to live life which became religions 
afterwards. (264 words) 
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WHY DO I ATTEND THE CHURCH OF 
CHRIST? 
SHORT: The churches of Christ is the only 
group I am aware of which simply follows New 
Testament teachings rather than their own 
preferences.  
 
LONG: The New Testament indicates that all 
revelation happened in the first century (Rev. 
22:18-19).  That means that the teachings 
about Jesus Christ, God, and the requirement 
for salvation were disclosed in the first century 
– i.e. in the New Testament.  Whereas meth-
ods may change, the principles do not.   I be-
lieve that a church today should be formed 
around the teachings and principles in the 
New Testament, and that is what the church of 
Christ does.  I have found no other religious 
group which follows New Testament teachings 
more closely than the church of Christ does, or 
I would be a member of that group.  Whereas 
we cannot judge how far from the New Testa-
ment teachings you can depart by your per-
sonal preferences and still be acceptable on 
judgment day, we can assure you that the fur-
ther you depart, the more you are at risk.  For 
this reason, I will attend the churches of 
Christ, and will not do anything to give comfort 
to others who choose to attend denominations 
which teach practices contrary to New Testa-
ment teachings.  Common departures are to 
ignore Acts 2:38 to repent and be immersed 
for the remission of sins, local autonomy of 
congregations, to have elders in charge, Je-
sus’ teachings on divorce, approval of homo-
sexual conduct, and women in charge in wor-
ship services. (217 words) 
 
WHY DO YOU NOT BELIEVE IN THE BIG 
BANG?    
SHORT: The Big Bang is an unproven theory 
which violate the basic laws of physics.  

 
LONG: The Big Bang is not a fact, it is at best 
a theory to disprove God or the supernatural 
which can never be proven.  Creation by Big 
Bang violates the first law of thermodynamics 
so is a supernatural event.  The other choice, 
eternal recycling of matter thru repeated Big 
Bangs violates the second law of thermody-
namics so is also a supernatural event.  By 
either path, the Big Bang is an obtuse theory 
which uses God to disprove God. 
 
WHY DO YOU NOT BELIEVE IN EVOLU-
TION?   
SHORT: Evolution is an unproven theory 
which includes numerous steps which are im-
possible for unguided evolution to accomplish.  
 
LONG Evolution is an ambiguous term.  The 
more specific term micro-evolution 
(adaptation) means changes within a species.  
Darwin’s famous observation of identical spe-
cies of birds (Finches) on islands with mostly 
hard nuts having smaller beaks and birds on 
islands having mostly fruits having large beaks 
would be micro-evolution.  The birds already 
had beaks, and the hard nuts favored the birds 
with smaller beaks and the soft fruit favored 
the larger beaks. No one disagrees with this.  
If the birds had no beaks and developed 
beaks, that would be macro-evolution and 
would be demonstrating the capability of de-
veloping all the wonders around us.  There are 
numerous aspects of macro-evolution which 
are impossible without the direction of an intel-
ligent designer, and there is zero proof of mac-
ro-evolution.  Micro-evolution is erroneously 
shown to be a proof of macro-evolution as it is 
about like saying that I can throw a baseball, 
therefore I can hit the Moon with a baseball. 
(150 words) 
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ISN’T THAT THE CHURCH THAT THINKS 
THAT THEY ARE THE ONLY ONES GOING 
TO HEAVEN? 
SHORT: Only God will judge who will go to 
heaven, however, we believe that anyone who 
faithfully follows the Bible will be saved.  The 
general meaning of denominations is groups 
of people who choose to follow parts of the 
New Testament and parts of their own prefer-
ences.  We therefore do not feel it is our place 
to give comfort to those who chose personal 
preferences over scriptural teachings.  
 
LONG: 
All people who go to heaven are in Christ’s 
church.  The Church of Christ understands all 
revelation was given in the first century and 
endeavors to follow religious instructions as 
given in the New Testament.  We cannot 
judge what will happen on judgment day, how-
ever, we don’t feel it appropriate to give com-
fort to those who chose to follow personal 
preferences rather than New Testament 
teachings.  Surely God will consider the plight 
of those who we have failed to take the gospel 
to, and in that case God’s natural laws will 
likely be what they are judged against.  How-
ever, for those we talk to, most are literate and 
have several copies of the Bible in their 
homes.   If they read Acts 2:38 and it says 
“repent and be baptized for the remission of 
sins” and they choose to baptize infants in-
stead, or teach that you are saved before bap-
tism, or substitute sprinkling for immersion, 
God will be their judge.  (157 words) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sahara Desert in north Africa is 3.6 million 
square miles of sand.  It is hard to imagine that 
or why God made so much sand, but He did.   
 
On the other hand if you are going to believe in 
atheism, you need to believe that sand comes 
from natural causes.  If water runs down a  riv-
er and rocks tumble over each other, sand is 
made.   It  will be irregular sand, but it will be a 
form of sand.   
 
The question is how can you naturally explain 
3.6  million square miles of sand, a mountain of 
Granite in Marble Falls, Texas, and impermea-
ble clay on the west side of Houston ideal for 
holding water for rice fields.    These are just a 
few of the amazing varieties of materials for  
which there is no atheistic explanation on how 
they were created.   
 
Add to this gold and diamonds which are so 
hard to create, mankind fails to do so with bil-
lions of dollars of laboratory equipment. 
 
This all points to the tremendous symphony of 
materials which God has provided which are 
required to sustain life.   
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YOU SHALL  KNOW THE TRUTH…. 

The push of our culture is to say everything is 
simply a matter of choice. The implicit demand is 
that we view everything as an option that is neutral, 
neither good nor evil. Society would like to ob-
scure evil or even call evil good. This is Satan’s 
best trick. 
 
The great deceiver, the father of lies seems to be 
working overtime in the world today. Unfortunate-
ly, when we are deceived we are at fault.  We will 
suffer the immediate and long term consequences. 
The “catch” in our God given free will is that we 
are completely accountable and responsible for 
every choice. Remember when Abraham deceived 
Abimelech? (Genesis 20:1-18) Abimelech was at 
fault. God expects us to shrewd and astute thinkers. 
“Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for some-
one to devour.” (I Peter 5:8) 
 
We can be deceived by others. Every headline, ad-
vertisement, article or speech is designed to sway 
our opinion in one direction or another. We are 
sometimes deceived by our own preconceived and 
unchallenged ideas. Satan says truth cannot be 
known; that it is subjective and relative. Deception 
is very hard to detect.  Be wary. Truth can be 
known. Truth is verifiable and absolute. (I John 
4:5,6) 
 
Yes, you can discern truth in the everyday world. 
It requires great diligence and study. Question eve-
rything and practice a bit of skepticism. God in-
tended that we help each other develop thinking 
skills. Find a group of spiritually minded Bible stu-
dents to explore, question and analyze Scripture 
and other issues. Find the truth, because in the fi-
nal analysis, you will be held accountable for 
knowing and obeying God’s truth. “As iron sharp-
ens iron, a friend sharpens a friend.” (Proverbs 
27:17    Elizabeth Brown 

 THE BASIC PREMISE OF THE CHURCHES 
OF CHRIST IS THAT: 

1. ALL CHRISTIAN REVELATION WAS GIV-
EN IN THE FIRST CENTURY, & 

2.  FIRST CENTURY REVELATION IN-
CLUDES SOME INSTRUCTIONS WHICH 

ARE NOT OPTIONAL TO IGNORE. 

ANOTHER WAY TO SAY THIS IS “SPEAK 
WHERE THE BIBLE SPEAKS, AND REMAIN 

SILENT WHERE THE BIBLE IS SILENT”. 

ANOTHER WAY TO SAY THIS IS  REV. 22: 
18-19: 18 I warn everyone who hears the 

words of the prophecy of this book: If any-
one adds anything to them, God will add to 
him the plagues described in this book. 19 

And if anyone takes words away from this 
book of prophecy, God will take away from 
him his share in the tree of life and in the 

holy city, which are described in this book.  

The old law tells us of the seriousness of 
God’s judgment. 

 
The new law tells of God’s expectations of 

us today. 
 

The church of Christ attempts to follow 
God’s instructions rather than comtempo-

rary preferences to be sure you will be 
pleasing to God on judgment day. 

 
Would you want to be anyplace else? 

 
All we need to do is to effectively communi-

cate that. 
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MISSIONARY WORK IN INDIA 
 

Kirk Picker, minister at the Grace Chapel Church of Christ in Cumming, GA, gave an inspirational 
presentation  on 12/3 on the amazing amount of missionary work which can be done in India for rel-
atively limited funds.  This can be a wonderful way for you to participate personally or congregation-
ally in ”taking the gospel to all the world”! 
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Quotable Quotes 
A congrega on will grow if it has surplus shepherding and management 

horsepower which is focused thru a harmonious point. 

 
 

Foster’s Home for Children 
“More than a home, 

A sanctuary.” 
Placement applications accepted. 

Employment applications welcome. 
Applications and donations available online 

at 
www.fostershome.org 

Stephenville, Texas  

FAILING A TEST WITH DIGNITY 

MISSION WEBSITE 
This mission website of the Upper 
Valley church of Christ, Quechee, 
VT is  https://sites.google.com/site/
themountainlight/Home/what-s-new 

 

DO 
YOU  

BELIEVE 
THE  

BIBLE? 

 
The first century church (and for 600 

years) sang acapella. 
 

If your religious group teaches something else, 
you might like to visit your local Church of Christ. 

 
The Churches of Christ attempt to speak where 
the Bible Speaks and remain silent where the Bi-

ble is silent. (Rev. 22:18-19) 
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The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org. 

AREA WIDE ACTIVITIES 
 
7/28-8/2 Jersey Village Preacher Training Camp (Daryl@jvcoc.org or  
  832-237-7550) 
 
2nd Tues. Preacher’s Luncheon, confirm with Dale Foster at  
  dalefost@gmail.com for address. 
 
December Annual Sacred Harp Singing 
 
5/22/14 Foster’s Home For Children Golf Tournament, Blackhorse 
 
Aug 2014 Area Wide Campaign for Christ 
 
 

YAHOO GROUP 
HoustonCofC is a Yahoo group hosted by Steve Sandifer [steve.sandifer@sbcglobal.net] for the pur-
pose of communicating Houston area news among the brethren.   It is open to any member of the 
church at no cost. 
 
The Christian Array Newsletter 
This newsletter will be sent to members of the church on a monthly basis as an attempt to promote 
scriptural teachings, area wide activities and church growth.  If you do not want to receive this news-
letter, send an e-mail to info@thearray.org and it will be stopped.     
 
If you know of anyone who would like to receive this newsletter, send their e-mail addresses to in-
fo@thearray.org.  All past copies of the newsletter can be found on the website “thearray.org”.   

E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possi-
ble and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible.  In that 
light, we would appreciate: 
1. Your forwarding the church member e-mail addresses  which you have. 
2. Sending the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you 

might have. 
3. Give us an idea of how to collect church member e-mail addresses. 


