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COTTAGE AT TRINITY PINES 

NUMBER  49 October, 2010 

THE BILLBOARDS ARE HERE 

  

There are now 10 billboards up around 
the Greater Houston Area.  They will be in 
the present locations for 1 month, and 
then someplace else for 1 month.  Ulti-
mately in this year’s program there will be 
40 billboards up over a 4 month period.  
One should be on a freeway near you. 

There is still opportunity for you to join in the 
support of the city wide effort.  See pages 4 &  
5 of this newsletter for more information and 
contact information. 
 
We encourage you to support this worthy area 
wide program. 

2011AREA WIDE MEN’S RETREAT 
The 2011 Area Wide Men’s Retreat will be 
held from 7:00 p.m. Friday March 11 until 2:00 
p.m. on Saturday March 12 at Trinity Pines on 
Lake Livingston.   This year will be hosted by 
the Memorial and Fifth Ward congregations 
and is anticipated to be the biggest event 
ever.   
 
The theme in 2011 will be “Equipping the 
Saints with area wide events” with Gary Smith 
of Fifth Ward, David Duncan of Memorial, and 
Charlie Middlebrook of Impact being featured 
speakers. 
 
Cost will be $35/person (waived on request).  
Send reservations to bbaugh@thearray.org. 
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IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION! - AESTIVATION—PAGE 1 

Our company has a drainage ditch behind it 
which always holds water.  It obviously does 
not slope properly, but the consequence is we 
always have water.  As we are responsible for 
the quality of the run-off water, we have long 
used the number of minnows in the ditch as an 
indication of the quality of our run-off water.   
 
This year we have had a new entry into the 
“pond”.  Catfish.  The trapped portion of the 
water is about 6 ft. wide, x 100 ft. long x 1 ft. 
deep.  We noted 3 small catfish swim from one 
shady area to another, then another, and more 
until 51 catfish swam from one side to the 
other.   That may have been all the catfish, but 
there were thousands of minnows. 
 
October 2010 in Houston had no measurable 
trace of rain, a record of sorts.   A conse-
quence of this was that the water evaporated 
until a small area about 2 inches deep was all 
that remained.  The catfish were gone, but 
there were still lots of minnows and frogs.   
 
We undertook to supply the minnows with 
more water on November 1, but were over-run 
by God on that night.  The next morning there 
was over one foot of rain water in the pond 
area.   
 
The surprise was that the catfish were back.   
 
This was no surprise to one of the employees 
who promptly commented that catfish 
“hibernate” in the mud.   
 
On web searching this turns out to be aestiva-
tion.  Aestivation is a catfish or a number of  
other fish burrowing into the mud during 
drought periods, forming a watertight cocoon 
of mud and secretions, and waiting the dry 
spell out.—potentially for several months. 
 

When the wet season returns, the surviving indi-
viduals bite through the cocoon and return to the 
pond.    It appeared we had a reasonably short 
“dry season”. 
 
Evolutionary theory would indicate that this tal-
ent would be developed by a process of trial and 
error.    The trials would be that a fish would de-
cide that it was running out of water early 
enough to make a plan.  The plan includes the 
finite steps of : 
1. A water swimming fish decides to bury itself 

in the mud. 
2. The fish must figure out how to secrete a mu-

cous which will combine with mud and make 
a watertight cocoon. 

3. The fish must reduce itself to a warm tem-
perature hibernation stage to minimize the 
use of energy and water. 

4. The fish in the waterproof cocoon must rec-
ognize when the wet season is back and bite 
its way out of the cocoon.   
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IMPOSSIBLE FOR EVOLUTION! - AESTIVATION—PAGE 2 

When the dry spell comes the catfish must de-
cide to burrow into the mud or it dies. 
 
When the catfish is in the mud it must learn 
how to secrete mucous to make a water tight 
cocoon or it dies.  (You are smart, try to figure 
out  how you would do that!) 
 
When in the cocoon the catfish must learn how 
to hibernate in warm temperatures or it dies. 
 
When the wet spell returns, the catfish must 
detect the returning water from within the co-
coon and get itself out or it dies.   
 
 

A catfish which fails at any step dies.  A genera-
tion of catfish which do not survive step one do  
not go on to evolve step 2.   
 
If the catfish does figure out how to bury in the 
mud and does not figure out how to do step 2, 
they die.    A single catfish must figure out how 
to do every one of these steps or it simply dies.  
Truly this would be expecting a genius intelli-
gence of the single catfish.   
 
Turns out this does take a genius intelligence to 
do this planning and implementation.  However, 
it is not the genius of a catfish, it is the genius of 
Jehovah.   
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Proposal: 
Though 100% participation is ideal, 50 % participation would be fabulous. 
 
100 churches - $250 month for 4 months 
50 churches - $500 month for 4 months 
30 churches - $850 month for 4 months 
25 churches - $1000 month for 4 months 
20 churches - $1250 month for 4 months 
 
• Every church of Christ in the Greater Houston area will be listed on the directory 
(www.houstonchurchesofChrist.org) with a link to your church website. 
• The billboards will be located on major highways (59 north & south, 45 north & south, I-10 
east and west, 290, Beltway 8, 610 loop, 225), and would rotate to new high traffic locations 
every 60 days. 
• The pricing requires a four month commitment. 
 
We are aware that the timing of this proposal may not be favorable for some. Please pray that 
God will bless our efforts. We want to avoid debating the merits of the proposal at this time, 
and if you choose not to participate, we fully understand. If we do not receive at least a 25% 
commitment of participation from all of the churches, we will not move forward. 
 
With 25% or more participation, we will include all of the Greater Houston Area Churches of 
Christ in the directory unless exclusion is requested. 
 
Who is the originator of this idea? 
Brothers in Christ concerned about the Church of Christ, with no hidden agendas or financial 
motivation. 
 
Questions may be directed to: 
Gary Smith – Fifth Ward Church of Christ , 713-762-2654, garysmithdiscovery@yahoo.com 
David Duncan – Memorial Church of Christ, 713-464-0271, dduncan@mcoc.org 
John Tillman Jr. -  Garden Oaks Church of Christ, call and get info to put in here. 
 

Psalms 133:1  Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  
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E-MAIL ADDRESSES 
 
A goal of this newsletter is to develop a mailing list of as many members of the church as possible 
and to communicate church related information to as many members as possible.  In that light, we 
would appreciate: 
1. Your forwarding the church member e-mail addresses  which you have. 
2. Sending the directory of the congregation you attend or any other directories which you might 

have. 
3. Give us an idea of how to collect church member e-mail addresses. 
 
This information will not be sold or used for any purpose not mentioned herein. 

The Christian Array is dedicated to support the sustained scriptural growth of the churches of Christ.  It is published by 
BCE Publications, a 501(c)(3) organization with Benton F. Baugh, Ph.D., P.E. as editor  BCE is  solely responsible for 
the content.  Any announcements, requests for publication, or comments should be e-mailed to info@thearray.org. 
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WHAT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS 
 
The church of Christ is a local group of Chris-
tians which try to speak where the Bible 
speaks and remain silent where the Bible is 
silent.    
 
The church of Christ tries to reestablish the 
first century pattern and teaching of the New 
Testament era at each location.   
 
The church of Christ tries to reestablish the 
scriptural organization of the church at each 
location. 
 
The church of Christ has members who be-
lieve they are following the scriptural teachings 
as best they can.    
 
Church of Christ members believe that we 
should not judge others’ eternal reward, but 
that it is not reasonable to give comfort to oth-
ers who follow their own preferences rather 
than teachings of the Bible.  
 
 
A non-instrumental body as instruments were 
available in the first century and not used, and 
not used for several centuries. 
 
A group who teaches Acts 2:38. 
 
A group which teaches baptism by immersion 
for the remission of sins as that is what is 
taught in the Bible. 
 
A group which believes all revelation was 
given in the first century. 
 
 
A group which believes we are responsible to 
take the Gospel to the world. 

WHAT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST IS NOT 
 
A local group of Christians who believe that the 
Bible can be updated by contemporary council de-
cisions.    
 
 
A church which receives the permission from an 
earthly headquarters to plant a new congregation.   
 
 
A church which attempts to duplicate a 19th or 
20th century pattern for a church. 
 
 
A church which believes you can pick and choose 
what part of the Bible you want to believe and fol-
low only those parts.    
 
A church which believes that we should judge that 
we are all in a community of believers as long as 
we say we believe in Jesus, irrespective of what 
we do and preach.  A church which should assure 
all others that they are saved. 
 
 
A group who makes decisions based on popularity 
rather than scriptural basis. 
 
 
A group which simply skips over Acts 2:38. 
 
A group which finds more convenient ways to 
simulate baptism. 
 
 
A group which votes on what it suits them to be-
lieve and preach or a group which believes that 
they are still getting direct revelations from God. 
 
A group who believes we are here to entertain 
ourselves. 


