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RESTORING THE RESTORATION
IN OUR GENERATION

TANUOARY , 1990

GUIDING PRINCIFLES & GROWTH

GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR
UNDERSTANDING THE BIBI.®

MAY 28, A.D. 30: On this day of Pentecost the
church was established in purity and
experienced explomiva growth and commitment

(Actm 2:37-417).

BY A.D. 51-57: cChristians were falling from
grace for bringing portions of God's old law
into the new church (Gal. 5:4)

BY A.D. 95: Entire churches were considered as
being in +trouble and in dangar of falling.
Their sincerity wes not questioned, only their
salvation. (Rav, 3:14-22)

If the generation which saw
resurrection and the power of
apostacized within 20 - &5 vyears of the
resurrection, does it surprise you that the
next 1900 vyears have yielded many different
raligious groups which have =strayad evan
further from the New Testament pattern?

Christ's
the miraclas

If you pick & church basad upon the advise of
family members, the advise of friends,
location, or othar perscnal criteria; how do
you know if you will pick the church which
follows God's teachings rather than the
apostacies of momecne's preferences.

Seek the advise of others, but recognize that

the Haw Testament =mpecifically identifies
several items as wrong {i.e=. the common
practice of calling others "Father™, Matt.
23:8-10) . Well educated ministers ara
teaching exactly what was instructed to be
Wwrang. How can they possibly be right?
Remamber, you are ultimately responsible for

finding the truth for yourself.

FORMULAS AND PHILOSOPHIES

The first decision to be made in what YOou are

going to balieva. Az discussed in the
November issue,philosophical decisions can be
categorized as libaral {taking away from the
requirements of +the scriptures), conservative
{adding to the requirements of the
scriptures), or strict construction (as it
is).

If you are going to take away, only personal
judgment can be the guideline for how much it
is sacceptable to take away. You then have a
religion pleasing to yoursmelf. As you have
taken away from God's religion, you cannot be
sure that it is pleasing to God.

If you are

going to add to, only personal
judgment can

be the guideline for how much it

is acceptable to add to. ¥You then have a
religion pleasing +to yourself. As you have
addad to Ged's religion, you cannot be sura

that it i= pleaxing to God.

Only a strict construction philosophy toward
the Bible can lead you toward a belief
{church) which you knpow will be pldasing to

God (Rev. 22:18-13}.

A decision +to
necessary, but

ba a strict constructionist is
unfortunately is not
sufficient. Jesus wasm a Jew by religion,
Hust you follow His example and be a Jew?
Faul performed miracles, must you be able to
perform miraclas?
A= a mathematical theoram has supplementary
corollaries, a decision to take the Bible as
it {= has =supporting principles or guiding
principles in the terms of this article. The
following listing of statements does not tell
you what Christ's church is, it shows how to
identify it when you mee it. It is intended
to help prepara you to pick the church which
follows =mimple Mew Testament Christianity.

Thi= article is divided inte the following
zections to pravide a logical sequenca:

1. Background Facts

2. Basic Biblical Principles

3. Primary Conclusions

4. Conclusions

BACKGROUND FACTS

1. The 0ld Testament and
collections of inspired individual’'s
writings including history: instructions
to individuals and churches; and
prophecies. Thaey wWwere collected together

Neaw Testament are

under God's guidance to reveal to us the
will of God.

2. Jesus was not a "Christian". He was a Jew
by both race and retigion. His teachings

were applicable to the Jews in the Jewish
Dispensation in which He taught, and are
applicable in the Christian Dispensation
which began after His resurrection. His
Great Commission came after the
reamsurrection. The outward symbels of His
raligious life bafore His resurrection
vHere Jewish.

BASIC BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

1. The Bible states in smeveral places that it
thoroughly furnished wus to all good works
and that we are neither to add to nor take
avway from it. We should speak where the
Bible =speaks and remain silent Where the
Bible is =smilent. (Rav. 22:18-18, 1II
Timothy 3:16-17, Galatians 1:8-9)

2. Unless there i= a specific reason to do
ctharwise, all parts of the Bible should
ba taken literally.

3. We are only under the New Testament
today. The 0Old Law was fulfilled by
Christ and was our schoolmaster to bring
us to Christ {Galatians 3:24-25). There

are 248 commands and 365 prohibitions in



the 0Old Testament, many of which relate to
blood =acrifices. People who choose to be
under the 0©Old Testament today do not
choose to be under all of Ged's O0ld
Tastament, only the parts which they
desire to be under.

Adding other thingas into the gospel will
cause you to fall from grace. {Galatians
5:4) The Galatians were falling from
grace for bringing part of God'm 0ld Law
into the new church. How such worse off
will you be if you bring ocutaide teachings

into tha church.

Being a good moral parson will not get you
to Heaven. (Act= 10, Galatians 5:4)

A doctrine cannot be true if it makes God
a respecter of person=s. (Actx 10:34)

A doectrine cannot be trua if it viclates
the free moral agency of man, his free
#ill to believe or not to believe in God.
{Gen. 2:17, HMark 16:16, Revelations 3:20)

PRIMARY CONCLUSIONS

1.

know

We that the first century church was
acceptable to Christ. We have no
assurance that any innovations inteo the
worship smervice are acceptabls to God. It
mhould be our primary cbiective ta
re-establish the MNew Tesxtament church in

each of our congraegations.

a. Itams of worship which ware commanded
in the first century would be required
today.

Items of worship
in the first
incorporated

which were available
century - and were not
the first century
church Would be wrong to ke
incorporated in the church today (i.e.
instrumental music).
Items which support
available in the
incorporated into
dismscretion of the participants (i.e.
microphones, pewsa, lights}.
Any activity which wa=
preceding the church and
instructed for the church
Tastamant is required today.
e. On any activity which was a custom
which precedad the church, we would
follow contemporary customs instead;
when does not otherwisze conflict
with the scriptures (i.e. washing of
faat of John 13:14, holy ki=x of Rom.
16:16) .
Supernatural, obsarved miracles discussed
in the MNew Testament were done for a
specific reason which no longer exists, as
the observad miraclas no longer exist.
Commandrente= or examples involving
obsarved miracliem are history only to us
as they only applied to the mituation of
the first caentury church.
Ya ara not authorized to “simplify”
scriptural truths intoc neat, aasy to
understand rules which make mattsrs easy
to understand at the axpense of scriptural
accuracy.
Jesus is our ultimate axample. We must
not teach any doctrine which would condemn
Jeasus as a sinner. (Romana 5:19)
The and does not justify the means.
the "end” and +the "means”™ must be
accordanca with the scriptures.
An activity can be considerad wrong if the

in

worahip not
first century can be
services at the

a custom
which was
in the New

not

it

Both
in
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1.

12.

13.

14.

14.

15.

activity of necessity leads to a second or
more extreme activity which is =tated as
wrong im the Bible. If am activity which
iz not criticized in the Bible does not of
neceasity leads to a =tatad wrong
{although it might), wme are not authorized
to label the activity as a =min. I.e. you

cannot break +the law by mpeeding a car if

you do not drive a car, however, driving a
car does not of necessity lead to
spaeding. We could certainly question

entering a house of prostitution.
An activity mhould be avoided if
raguired
something
5:22).

1f different requirement= are given for an
activity or event at different points in
the Hew Testament, wes would not take our
pick of which to balieve and thereby
establish Biblical conflict, but rather
conmider the 1listzs as abridged, and be
subject to &ll the requirements. {I.e.
=teps in =tarting a car or in the plan of
salvation)

The Bible the infallible word of God,
subject to minor translation errors among
the versions. Wa are certainly provided
with enough to believe =matimfactorily if
we will follow it.

Paraphrasad versions of the Bible may be
helpful to get a clearer understanding of
a passage, but group translations should
ba used to settle differesice of opinions.
The church is only suthorized to engege in
functions stated in the Bible, and
other church responzibilities
seriptural . (New techniques are O0.K.,
goals are not!)
Any religious

it i= not
and it takes on the appearance of
which 1= an apostasy (I Thes.

is

no
are
new
activity in a church
facility with the elder’s knowledge or
supported by the church treasury would be
considered as engaged in by the church.
Both =idas of any question can be
alogquantly defended by s&scriptures taken
out of context, or by only considering a
portion of the =scriptures. Care must be
taken %o =eparate personal feelings from
actual =mcriptural teachings and to. rightly
divide the amcriptures. {IT Timothy 2:15}
God's pecple are a paculiar peoplae, but
baing peculiar doesn't nacessarily make
you one of God's peopla.

Jasu=s reflected the mocial customs of the
day when it didn't conflict with the
scriptures.

It is good 1f momeone's quoting Greek or
Habrew gives you an improved understanding
of tha English words in you Bibles. If
they give you-a differant meaning than the
English words, reject the individual's
parsonal intarpretations as being
subjective.

CONCLUSION

Do

group which
contrary
Testamenkt?
other
thesselvas.
taachings

in

accursed (vs.

you know any man,

i=

church council, or other

authorized to teach doctrines
thoza taught in the Haw
Hany wan, church councila, and

claim this authority for
They =meek to "improve" upon the
of tha New Tastament. FPaul tells us
Galatians 1:6-10 that such people wWill be
73.

to

groups



He was not talking about gross perversions by
outsidars. He was talking about church
attending Christian=z who were making what they
perceived to be "improvements" in the church.
Paul =ays the "improvementas" wera distortions
(va. 7). If the variety of churches today are
formed by man's “improvements=" to the Word,
surely vyour decision of which church to pick
is impaortant. Only &an "unimproved" or
"undistorted" church will be plea=ing to God.

I1f you follow these general
read your Bible, you will
Testament pattern for the church.

principles and
find the New

Only yvou will
yourself.
you can get

go to Heaven or Hell for
After limtening to the best advice

and reading your own Bible, you
must decida for your self whather you will go
te the church of our cholice on the church
which follows the New Testament pattern.

For more information on what is God'= will for
you, read your Bible and/or contact a minister
or member of your local church of Christ.

AVWARD WINMNERS

The following
Houston Chronicle:

was Trecently naoted in the

Best Performance _in Bumsiness Law: Joe Jamail
for Pennzoil.

Worst Performance in Busine=ss Law: The 3,342
lawyers who represented Texaco jin the samse
lawsuit.

CHEHUIRCH SGROWTH =

AN OBIJECTIVE MEASURE
SUMMARY: True church growth is reflected by
more factors than =simply & count of Sunday
morning "worship attendance. Realimtic
parformance in terms of church growth must be
connidered in terms of changesm in =ize in the
congregation's mervice area. Sometimes a
congregation be growing with a shrinking
attandance, declining with an incraeasing
attendance. This lesson will address an
objective measure of the physical growth of a
congregation. :

can
or

WHAT IS CHURCH GROWTH: In the context of thisx
article, church growth 1is a change in the
percentage of the congregation's service area
population in attendance at the congregation,
Some interesting implications= of this
statement are:

1. GROWING SERVICE AREA:
population
and the
lncreazses

If the mervice area

increames by 5% during the year

congregation's attendance

by 5%, the church did not grow.

If the =marvice area increases by 5% during

the vyear and the congregaticon's attendance

increases by 3%, the church daclined,
although the numerical count increasad.

2. DECLINING SERVICE AREA: If the service

area population decreases by 5% during the
year and the congregation's attendance
decreazes by 5%, the church did not

decline or grow.

ADDING NEW CONGREGATIONS: If a second
congregation is formed within the =mervice
area of a congregation and the total

1t
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number of member= of the two is the same
az the attendance of the one before,
stable service area population,
did not grow or decline.
COMBINING CONGREGATIONS: two
congregation combine into a single
congregation and the attendance iz the sum
of the attandance of the +two pravious
congregations in a =stable =mervice area
population, +the church did net grow or
decline.

Spiritual growth i= obviou=xly
important in the congregations,
subject of thix article.

in a
the church

If

extremely
but iz not a

FORHULA FOR WEASURE OF PHYSICAL CHURCH GROWTH:

The followming formula is proposed to give an
objective of church growth for a
congregation. The time period i= assumed to
be the lagt 5 year=, but any other time period

can be used in a similar formula.

CHANGE IN ATTENDANCE IN THE FAST 5 YEARS:

A. Averagas attendance this year:
B. Average attendance 5 years ago:
C. Change in attendance (A.-8.)
D. Avarage annual change (C./5) _
E. Average annual growth {((D./B.) x 100)}

. %
%ACTDR BEYOND CONGREGATIONAL INFLUENCE:
The ane factor in our Bociaety which the
mamber= (and/or leadars)} of a congregation do
not have s=substantial influence over 1is the
changes in =aize of the population in the
sarvica arasa., To determine this factor
whether by change in population in the are=s,
or by changes in the gize of the service area
barause of additions or deletions of other

churches of Christ, usme the following formula:

F. Population in service araa this
year
G. Population in =mervice area 5
ysar=s ago
H. Relative pop. change {1.05"°5) -
I. Parcent change in populaticn E 3
{(8./6.) x 100)
HINIMUM EXPECTED GROWTH RATE:
For the purpose of this analysis, we are
suggasting that the  minimum growth rate for
any church which i=s not lukewarm is at least
5% per year. This maan=s that for eavery 20
members, at least one member will be added
each year. In most casmas, thi=s will occur if

the children of the members are baptized, =o
the Lord may wall not conmider thias adesquate.
J. Hinimum noet growth rate expected: 5%
(Sea above)
K. Minimum net growth rate compounded 27.6%
for 5 yaars (1.05"5)
FINAL CALCULATIONS:
L. Parcentage growth rate expected 2
{(I. + K.)
M. Actual growth expected
{B. x L.}
N. Actual attendance thim year
(n.)
0. Actusl =ize foracamted for this
yaar {B. + M.}
P. Performance in comparisaon with
forecast



The following is a =met of numbheras for = church
to give -an illustrative set of resuylta:
a.=600, B=450, c.=150, b.= 30, E.=6.6%,
F.=52,000, G.=50,000, H.=2,000, I.=4%, J.=5%,
K.=27.6%, L.=31.6%, M.=142, N.=600, O0.=532,
P.=+8. The congregation of thix exanple grew
at a rate slightly higher than expected with
the 5% assumption.

CHURCH GROWTH PLATEAUS:
Whereas, this lesson
church muat grew on

iz advocating that =
an ohjectively meaaured

basi=z to be pleasing to Jasusm, it i= probably
not true that it muat grow every year.
Plataaus in the growth process appear to be a
natural phenomenon. Sometimasx a rest and
reorganization may wall bse an essential
ingredient to reaching higher goals for the
Lord. Plateaus bsyond one year should be

suspect though.

and 800 mambers
church grawth
for thi=z will ba

Typical plataaus
have been discussaed in
literatura. Some reasons
discussed later.

of 100, 250,

SATURATION OF A SERVICE AREA: If you assume
(1) that a congregation has 5% of itz service
area population in atteandance, {2) that the
=ervice area population is ateady, and (3} a
6% growth rates aexpactation for the
congregation, in 52 years 100% of the
population of the =ervice ares would attend
the congragation. That wmay work statiasti-
cally, but in life you would neavar expact all
of & service area to attend any congregation
of tha church. #e have usaed the number of 20%
as complete =saturation for a service ares, and
would not axpect any church growth to exceed
that numbar {or probably come closa).

CONCLUSION:

Thera are no spacific guidelinem as to how
much an individual congregation ar
congregations in an area are axpacted to ba
grow to be acceptable. However, it is hard to
road the parable of the talents (Matthew
25:14-30) and think of returning to the Lard a

return of laeas than 5% on the rescurces and
abilitiex which He has trustad us with.
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ABORTION

Abortion
Ha

the
tham?

is the killing of an unborm baby. If
do not inform our young peopla of thiszs from
pulpit, who can we dapend upon to tell

EVENTS CALENDAR =

ARER WIDE CONGREGATIONAL EVENTS

March 10, 1990: "Cna Day On Crete - How To
Build The Church God's Way™, Dr. Carrol O=hurn
from ACU, Firsast Calony

Sapt. 21-23, 1990: Creation Evolution Seminar,
Memorial, 464-02T1

AREA WIDE YOUTH EVENTS: TBA

Jan. B Youth Ministers & Basketball at Oak
Ridge North, 11:30 A.M.

Fab. § Youth Ministers & Bazketball at
Memorial, 11:30 A.M.

Feb. 11 Watters Road hosts Araa-Wide Spring
Fling at 3:00 P.M.

Mar._. 5 ¥Youth Minister=s & Baskaetball at
Mamorial, 11:30 A.HM.

Apr. 7 ACU Spring High School Day

May 7 Youth Minigstaers & Baskathall =t
Memorial, 11:30 A.M.

Juna 11 Area-Wide Devo

Juna 18 Area-WHide Davo

June 25 Area-Wide Devo

July 2 Rresa-Wide Dava T

July 9 Area-HWide Davo

July 16 Area-Wide Devo

July 23 Area-%ids Devo

July 30 Area-Wide Devo

Aug. & Araa-Wide Devoc

Aug. 13 Area-Wide Devo

Aug. 20 Acappalla at the Music Hall for
Wastbury Christian Schoolsx

The reasonabla man adaptm himsslf to thae

world; the unreasonable man perszists in trying

te adapt the world to himmelf. Therefore, all

progreas depands
George Barnard Shaw

upen the unreasonable man.

Faw =minners ara =aved after the first twenty
minutes of a sermon. Mark Twain



